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EPARDENT OF THE ARY
Headquarters, lst Infantry Divisim
APO 96345

J 3 AVIB~T-MD 1 December 1969

f: : . SUBJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantry Division for Period Ending
: ] 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (V)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

J 1. (O Operations: Significant Activities. 4
: a. Introduction.

(1) The 1lst Infantry Division, during the reporting period, o=

tinued in the perfommance of its general missions:
(3 In conjunction with GWN (Government of Vietnam) forces, the
_ identification and destruction of local Commumist forces and the Cam-
E 3 mmist infrastructure (WI) in order to provide a secure envircnment
e 3 to further GUWN authority over the area and pecple.

(b) Destruction of main force NVA (North Vietnamese Amy) wunits,
equipment and base camps,

(c) Assistance in the training and improvement of GWN forces,
(d) Overwatch of the Tactical Area of Interest (TAOI).
(8) Area  preparation (construction and destruction).

(2) vithin the overall framework of these general missions, the
principal missions for the reporting period have been tos:

{a) Target against Base Areas 355 and 356 in the Trapezoid and
Michelin areas, and Base Area 359 in the Catcher's Mitt and War Zone D,

(b) Detect and destyoy enemy forces approaching Saigon through the
Irn Triangle - Phu Quong ~ N 2n - Tan Uyen Zme,

(c) Within the T20I, coordinate the security of key bridges and

B FOR o ¢T
3 b7y230 1 DOWNGRASED AT 3 VEAR NAERVAL
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIRED AFTER 12 VEARS.




CONFIDENTIAL

AVIB-T-MID 1 December 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Infantrv Division for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (0

installations, and respand to Cawmnist/NVA attacks against Allied
installations, cawms and headjuarters.

(@ Support the Government of Vietnam Revolutionary Develgpment
Program by canducting military operatimns within the TAOI in coordina-
tion with and in support of the 5th ARVN Divisim, Capital Military
pistrict and respective provinces,

(¢) Maintain security of major lines of camunications within
the TAOL (dwv 13 - Rt Iron; Hwy 314 and 10 - Rt Lead; Wv 78, 2A and
1A - Rt Zinc; and the Saigon Ty-pass).

(£) In coordinaticn with the 25th Infantry Division, and the 5th
and 25th ARW Divisions,  oonduct atirition oporstions againrt Cawanist

(9) Contimue implementation of "ietnamization" throuch operatians
with the 5th APW Division and other GW military forces in the TAOI
under the Dong Tien or "Progress Together" Progra,

(3) Based on camand guidance, experience factors and the changing
tactical environment, the following operational trends were prevalent

during the reporting period.
(a) Increased emphasis an nicht coeratians.
(h) Maintaining contact.
(c) Small unit ocporations,
(d) "pile-on" tactics.
(€) Village/hamlet seal and search operations.
(f) Rallier/pWw interrogation and explaitation.
(g) Increased centralization of divisional assets.

(h) Joint US/APVN/RF operations at battalion, compay and platom

b. Personncl and administration

Incl CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVIB~T-HID 1 December 1960

SURJECT: Operational Report of 1st Infantrxy Division for period
Ending 31 Octaber 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

(1) Personnel strength:

oF W B AE ﬁ

) Authorized 1 Pug 69 1082 192 16022 17296 g

'* Authorized 31 Oct 69 1077 192 16008 17277
Assigned 1 Aug 69 1146 186 16829 18161
Assigned 31 Oct 69 1150 183 16097 17430

(2) mlisted qains, qualification and status:
(a) Replacements received: 3811

e addid e s

(b) Outstanding requisitionss Sr Enl Grades: 00840 (2), 05C40
(1), 11840 (27), 11C40 (12), 11D40 (1), 11nDSO (1), 11E40 (3), l1ES0 (2),
11r40 (S), 12840 (2), 12C40 (2), 12250 (1), 13B40 {3), 31G50 (3),

31250 (1), 55250 (1), 63250 (6), 6740 (2), 67250 (1), 71H40 (1),
71450 (2), 74D40 (1), 76Q40 (1), 76540 (1), 76250 (2), 82Cc40 (1),
93F40 (1), 96B50 (1) ; E6 and below: (Aug 204, Sep 451, Oct 326) Que to
shortfall totals 981,

‘f {c) Credits: None
' (@) Qualifications: None

(3) Officer gains, qualifications and status:

(2) Replac=ments received: 489

{b) Outstanding requisitions: 0

(c) Credits: Amdle replacements were received for losses; however,
:ns'}.xm‘tage of eaptains still exists in cawbat amms, particularly Infan-

(d) ualifications and status: Lieutenant fill is being received
for requested captain requirements in cambat amms,

e 3 (4) Enlisted losses: administrative losses during the period
s 4 include reassignment within RVN, rotation and EIS, and board actions:

FIPR AR IR SN

3 () Reassigmments within RW: 458

Incl
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Ending 31 Octdber 1969, IS CSFOR-65 (RZ) (U)

{h) FRotatimm and FIS: 3598
(5) Offioers and Warrant officers losses: There were 417 losses

during the quarter due to reassignments within Vietnam, rotations and
ETS

(6) Losses due to casualties were as tollows:

g OF R B AT
KIA 2 0 31 33
WIL 27 3 276 306
MLA 0 0 0 0
NBD 1l 2 5 8
NBM 5 1 37 43
Sep

KIa 2 0 37 39
1Ia 13 3 280 296
MIA 0 0 0 0
NBD 0 0 10 10
N1 3 0 17 20
Oct

A 0 0 13 13
WIA 9 0 96 105
MIA 0 0 0 0
N3D 0 0 5 5
NBM 1 1l 35 37

(7) Mointenance of Morale: 2wards and deoorations

Medal of Honor 0
Distinguished Service Cross 1
Distinquished Service Medal 1
Silver Star 179
soldier's Medal 22
Bronze Star Medal - Valor 921
3ronze Star iledal - Merit 2521
Amy Comendation Medal - Valor 506
Any Camendation Medal - Merit 3327
Iegion of Merit 7
pistinguished Flving Cross - Valor 65
4
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bDistinguished Flying Cross - Achievement 20

Air Medal - Valor 130
Purple Heart 805
Alr Medal -~ Achiewanent 4398
Certificate of Achievement 30

(8) Personnel management:

(8 Infusion: Duriny the periad 1 Aug -~ 31 Oct 69, the lst Infantry
Division was notmvolvedin ay infusion program.

(b) Evaluation: Due to the reduction of trogp strength in RW,
replacements in the last quarter were mostly those holding 11 series
PMOS. This has greatly reduced the input of EM in support PMDS, Util-
ization and cross training in conjunction with AR 611-201 and AP 600-200

ﬁgguld be accamplished to alleviate the anticipated shortages in support

c. Operatiomns,
(1) General:

(a) The lst Infantry Division continued its participation in Opera-
tion Toan Thang ("Camplete Victory"), Phase III, which began an 17 Feb
69 and ended at the close of this report:.ngperiod. All organic units
and those under the operational control (GPOQIN) of the division were
involved, Ganeral cbjectives were to maintain the offensive-oriented
protective “unbrella” in the northem and eastern portims of the Division
TAOI, conduct a vigorous pacification and security campaign in the cen-
tral and sauthern TAOI, ard irplement programs to upgrade local ARWN
and GUN military units.

(b) Specific dbjectives include denying enemy base area utiliza-
tion, interdicting Cammunist/NVA mﬁltratim activities, disrupting
enemy logistical cperations, exposing Sth ARW Division units to exten-
sive field operations, and winning support for the GW from the local
population, Battlefield cperations have consisted of both unilateral
ard joint (US-ARW-KF) ground reconhaissance, night amush, route securi-
ty, P3YP (psychological operations) and search and seal cperations,
In addition, extemsive cperatioms in conjunction with riverine forces
have been conducted along the Saign, Thi Tinh and Song Be Rivers to
interdict epemy traffic along and over these natural highways, Finally,
in the pacificetion cawpaign, strong civic action (CIVAC) and PSYOP
prograws have been corbined with increased efforts to provide military
security for the civilian population,

5
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(2) Force disposition:

E & (a) During the reporting meriod, four significant boundary changes ;
3 resulted in major adjustrents in division force disposition. On 8 Aug
3 69, GW forces assumed responsibility for northern Gia Dinh Province ;

(Thu Duc.District) in the southem portion of the T/0I, and the lst Infantry ;

Division tock over the Phu Hoa area. In October, the 3d Brigade, 82d

Airbome Division, temporarily assumed control of the Phu Hoa - Irmm

Triangle - Phu Loi area, also in the sauthern portion of the TAOI, These

changes, coupled with the increasing canbat activity of the 7th Regiment,

5th ARW Division, enabladthe lst Infantry pivision to slawly increase

its force density in the north.

s 3 (b) Fram 12 2ug to 22 Sep 69, the lst Infantry Division assumed ;

1 temporary respansibility for convoy security along Route 13, 17 km north i
: of its old A0, Finally, on 7 Sep 69, the division's 2O was expanded

to the north and nortlwest of the Michelin Rubber Plantation. Thus, by

the end of the reporting period, the division had taken advantage of the

reduced enemy activity in ihe scuthern and central TAOL to increase the

anount of key territory under direct GUWN contrecl. At the same time, it

had moved its forces north and broadened its umbrella over the populated

areas of Binh Duong Province,

(c) Until 12 Aug €9, the lst.Brigade avployed one mechonized bat-
talien in the Michelin Plantation and cne infantry battalion in the
northern Trapezaid. On 1?2 Mug 69, the brigade expanded its AU south to
permit the 3d Brigade to move its center of activity north along Route
13. In conjunction with this A0 -reorganization, the 1st Brigade relin-
quished its mechanized hattalion to the 3d Brigade, but picked wp two
US and two ARWN (Dong Tien) infantry battalions operating in the Trape-
20id. then the 3d Brigade's additional northemn responsibilities were
temminated, the mechanized battalion was returmed to the lst Brigade.

In tum, e US and one APW infantry hattalion wer: turmed back to the

: 3d Brigade. Thus, during the latter half of the revorting period, the

» 3 1st Srigade employed one infantry battalion in the Michelin Plantation,

and ane mechanized battalion, and one US and one ARVN infantry battalion
in the Trapezaid, As in the provious period, the lst Bricade cmducted

] offensive gperations in these areas to detect and destroy Cowmunist/

NVA forces and caches, extensive ambush operations to interdict enemy

3 infiltration and logistical operations, and combined Dong Ticn operations
with the 8th ARW Regirment.,

Lok by

(@) Initiolly, the 2d Brigade was cperating in the populated, south-
em portion of the TAOI with four battalions .(three infantry and cne
mechanized). In August and Septanber two of these battalions (one
infantry and one mechanized) were transferred north., Currently, the

6
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2d Brigade secures the southem portion of the TAOI with two infantry
pattalims whose oerations are closely coordinated with the 3d Jrigade, 828
Atwbome, and.the 7th Avvn Ragiment. In additim, the Brigade maintzins

a forward attack base in the Catcher's Mitt (FRB "Florida®) to keep the
encmy off balance, In general, the objectives of the 2d Brigade have

been suypport of the intensified pacification orogram through population

and resources control cperations in ocoordination with local ARVN/GW

forces, the intexdiction of eneny infiltration and logistical cperations,
and the neutralization of local WI.,

a
|
E

(e) In early August, the 3d Brigade employed six battalians (three
US and 2 ARW Dmng Tien infantry hattalions and one ammored cavalry
squadrn) in the vicinity of Route 13 (north »nd south of Lai Khe),
An Dien and Chanh Luu, and in the Trapezoid, Then, from 12 Aug to 22
Sep 69, the brimade employed three battalions (one infantry and one ;
mechanized battalion, and one armared cavalry squacron) along Highway
13 fram Lai Khe to approximately 16 km north of Chon Thanh, Folloving
this oxwration, the 3d Brigade's center of activity veturned to Lai
Khe. For the remainder of the reporting period, the Brigade employed
three infantry battalions (two (B and cne ARW Dong Tien bottalim)
northwest of Lai Khe, and ane infantry and one mechanized battalion in
the Song Be Corridor against the Dong Nai Regt, During these opera—
tions the missiars of the brigade have been to detect and destroy
CamunistNVA forces and caches, interdict enemy infiltration and logis-
tical operations, conduct conbined "Dong Tien" operations with the 8th
ARW Pegt and secure convoys along Route 13,

(f) From 7 Mug to 20 Sep 69, one mechanized infantry battaliom, me
amored cavalry trccp and ane artillerv hattery were GPON to the 1st
Cavalry Division (Air Mhile) and operated around the Quan loi - An
Loc area.

(9) Fram 7 Sep to 10 Oct 69, two tregps from the 1lth Anmored
Cavalry Regiment (E/2-11 and F/2-11) were OPQXI to the 2d Brigade,
l8€ Infantry Divisicn, These units rmained at i "o Rade Cap while
heing equipped with tie new Sheridan tank, and participated only in
local security operations,

(h) One battalion (1-5{3) of the 3d Brigade, 624 Zirbome Divisim,
was OPON to the 2d Brigade, lst Infantry Division, from 10 Sep to 1
Oct 69. The battalion conducted groand recomnaissance, night anbusa,
and search and seal operations during that period., By the end of
September, the rest of the airborme brigade had arrived and assumed
responsibility for the Phu Hoa - Iron Triangle - Phu Ibi area, in con=
junction with one battalion of the 7th ARW Regt. The brigade is
schedulet to leave Vietnam scmetime in Novenmber 1969,

! ‘:
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(1) On 24 Sep 69, the division armored cavalry squadron (1lst Squad-
ron, 4th Cavalry Regiment) was placed under direct divisimal control
and given its own AO west of Ren Cat,

(j) Dburing the reporting period the division was assisted by the
531st, 571st and 593d US Navy River Divisions (Patrol Boat Riverine)
and the 24th South Vietnamese River Assault Growp (RAG). These naval
forces have worked extensively with lst Infant:% Division elements to
intexdict enemy traffic on the Saigon and Thi Tinh Rivers.

(k} Inclosure 3 provides a detailed description of force disposi-
tion by battalion-gize uvnits.,

(3) Operation Toan Thang, Phase IIX.

(a) The concentration of divisional air and artillery assets in
suppart of extensive small unit gperations along historical enemy infil-
tration routes and base areas has prevented the enemy fram making any
significant penetrdtion into the populated southemn portions of the
TKOI. Faced by more effective ARVII and GW military forces, and con-
tinuous pressure from the lst Infantry Division, eneny units have remsined
in remote areas and have continued to operate in increasingly smaller
graups to avoid detection, The division has maintained its netwodk of
interlocking fire support bases (FSB) and further centralized its other
support assets in order to emnlov them more effectively and efficiently,
At the same time, small unit ground reconnaissance and night ombushes
have continued to be emphasized. Units of the 5th ARW Division and
local regicnal and popular forces (RF/FF) have been cuccessfully =ncour-
‘aged to participate in these small scale gperaticns resulting in an even
stronger Allied force dersitv in critical areas.

(b) Under this protective cover, the pacification campaign hae
proceeded rapidly in the populated regioms of the central and southem
TACI. Increased security has meant an increase in both eoonamic growth
and respect for the goverment of South Vietnam, At the same time,
the lst Infontry Division, Sth AFW Division and Binh Duong Province
forces have increased their efforts against the drindling VCI network
and Cammmist local force units through systematic seal and search cper-
ations, centralization and coordinatim of intelligence datz, rapid
PW and rallier explaitation, and the exténsive use of Mdbile Pesource Con-
trol Teams,

(c) Knom enemy units within the Division TAOI have Gesperately
tried to avoid cmtact and have often devoted their entire efforts to
food, equipment and personnel resupply. FResupply has becane thair
major mission, In order to conserve existing force levels, tie eneny

8
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has abstained fram large-scale attaks against Allied installations., OCombat
cperations have generally been limited to small unit sapper attacks and
stand-off attacks by mortar and rocket fire,

(d The one enemy high-point occurred the 11-14 Aug 69, This togk the
fom of numerous attacks by fire against Allied bases and attenpts to in-
terdict the line of cammumications between Lal Khe and An lo:. The high-
point was followed by a period of incxeased enany contacts rarking the NVA
tion 6ffensive, Due to the enemy's limited ability to sustain extended
cperations and his desire to avald severe losses, these attacks graduslly
dwindled, Since that time, thediscweqofnmws axms caches by lst
Infantxy and 5th ARW Divisim units, plus the continuous internuption of
eneny remyply and replacement activities has made it increasingly difficult
for the enenyy to condict even normal non-carbat cperaticns,

(e) at this time, intelligence reports indicate that another Comunist
high paint may occur in Movember 1969, However, due to logistical problems,
itisdubtfulthattheermycanlamdxanysxgniﬁcamattadcsinthelst
Infantry Division's TACI for same time,

(£) InJune 69, the lst Infantry Division established a "floating
gystem along its Saigon River bowndary with the 25+ Infantry
Division. The bomdary wae divided into segments approximately 1,000 meters
on either side of the river. With sufficient advance notice, each side
oould request permission to operate in these segments. The system has allowed
wmits frcm one division to cperate extensively on both sides of the river
when units of the other division are elsewhere, Because of the system's
success, OG, JI Field Force Vietnam ordered the lst Infantyy Division to
establish similar floating boundaries with the adjacent 1lst Cavalry
llnivisa.céi (a9, and the 199th Light Infantry Brigade. This was completed by
Sep 69.

(4) Operation "Strangle.*

(a) Operatin Strangle began on 21 Jul 69 in western Binh Duong Provinoe
with the objective of neutralizing enemy forces of Sub~Region 1 (SR-1)
cperating in the Iron Triangle and the Trapezoid. Participating units in-
cluded the 2-28, 1-28 and 2-16 Infentry Battalions, the 2-2 Mechanized
Infantry Battalion, 1-4 Cavalry, B/2-34 Ammor (the division task campany),
elements of the 8th ARW Regt, and US and Vietnamese naval forces. Their
main missions were.interdicting replacement and resupply routes, and
destruying. enemy base camps. Aided by extensive Rame plov operations in the
Trapezcld and divisional air assets, the attrition of enemy wnits has

proceeded sucoessfully, Intelhgence reports now indicate that for the
fixst time the enemy has heen forced to import food and military supplies
acress the Saigon River from the west and soutlwest, When the cperation
a;ldelg m) 21 Sep 69, 414 eneny had been eliminated (365 KIA, 35 P4 and 14
r em L ]

9
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(b) SR-1 itself is a larger area which also extends deeply into the
20 of the adjacent 25th Inf Div, Thus since early Jugust, the lst Infantry
Division and II Field Force Vietnam hae spomsored a-scries‘iof ‘SR-1
oconferences designed to facilitate the exchange of intelligence information
betwean concerned FWMAF (Free World Military Assistance Foroes) end GVN )
forces. To date, eight such conferences have been held and attended by
represaptatives of IT Field Force Vietnam, the lst and 25th Infantry :
Divisicns, the 5th and 25th ARW Divisions, and US-ARW Saigon River naval
forces, Thus, though Operaticn Strangle has officia’ly ended, its conoept
;azgiobjectiveshavenwbeenm@adedmﬁappnedtoﬂ\eemimmws\b-

m.

(5) Operation "Danger Forward,": Phase I.

(a) Operation Danger Forward {Phase I) began on 21 Sep 69 with all ist
Infantry Division elements and CPOON units of 1-505th Airbome Infantry
Battalion. This operation will continue during the autum and winter of
1969 with the three-fold mission of conducting offensive operations to
neutralize Communist forces in the division's TAOI, upgrading and encourag-
ing more efficient employment of APWN/GUN forces, and maintaining overwatch
of the pacification program throughout the area concerned. The lst and 3d
Brigades with the 8th ARW Regiment will operate against SR-1 in northem
Binh Duong Province and against the Dong MNai Regiment, east of Route 13,
The 24 Brigade, together with the 7th ARW Regiment, will operate against
the K-l Battalion, Dong Nai Regiment, and the 28 Quyet Thang Battalion.

(b) Concept and techniques: The overail mission of Operation Danger
Forward is to target and to destroy specific eneny units. Forces and pattems
of operat:.on will be tailored to infl:ct waximum damage on enemy forces.
Divieion forces will not be wniformly disparsed throughout the TROR; force
density will be varied to focus on the ma.n enemy concentrations, Through
continuous mtel]igence analyses of activities and dispositions, the l1st
Infantry Division will responsively adjust its operations to explait enemy
vulnerabilities at variocus levels of activity. Danger Forward consists of
five types of cperatims: Strike Danger, Daminate Danger, Destroy Danger,
Sky Sweqy, and Hawk Hunter., The techniques of these types differ in tems
of missim, size of maneuver elements, and use of airlift,

(c) Strike Danger: In areas of enemy trocp concentrations, divisim
forces conduct Strike Danger operations to destroy these forces. The
mission is to destroy main force units, not to control a specific geographica:
area. These cperations are characterized by campaiy-size maneuver forces
operating within the 105mm fire fan of a mobile artillery position., Three
capanies canduct ground reconnaissance and anbush cperations from this
position, which is secured by the fourth capasy which may conduct local
grcund reconnaissance and ambushes., Each cmpany operates for approximately
three days in the field and secures the artiliery position for one day,

10
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Strike Danger provides a high offensive and mcbile xecoinaissanoce cepabllity
while affording maximm security for the infantxy clements. ‘The Dong Tien
program during Strike Danger aims at upgreding the offensive copebility of
ARW battalices and campanies, Through conbined operations, ARW units

gain experience in conbating main force wnits and in enploying fire suppart.
Although these operations do not include pacification as a primury mission,
Strike Danger campliments pacificatioa by denying enemy access to populated
areas,

() Daminate Danger: Once main force units are destroyed or dispersed,
the division then cohducts Dominate Danger cperations to eliminate enemy
remants, The mission in this type of operatiom is to exercise control over
a specific geographical area and deny ifs use to the eney. A company or
ompanies cperate fram a mobile artillery positior, The campany ()
omnducts platocn-size patrols in the vicinity of the artillery position.

The other companies of the battalim operate from patrol bases each within
the 105m five fan of the artillery pecsition. The positions of these patrol
bases will be changed often. The companies cperate spproximately on a 21
day cycle: .for exanple, 18 days in ground reconnaissance cperations and

three days on stand-down at a base cap.. This technique provides the greatest

anmount of area damination with a given force and requires a high proportion
of forces comdtted to terrain control missions, The Dong Tien program,

for this phase includes cotbined cps with RF/PF es well as ARW units, Up-
grading RF/PF assures inportance in increasing the security capability of
these forces with respect to the populated areas arcund which Daminate Danger
cperations are being conducted, Together with lov cost~high impact pacifica-
tton projects, these efforts are designed to prevent Camunist/NVA elements
fram acquiring support fram local hamlets and villages,

(e) Destroy Danger: B2As RF/PF begin to assume responsibility for

securing the populated areas, the division canducts Destroy Denger cperations.

The mission of forces involved in this phase is to find , throuch aggressive
mobile patrolling, and eliminate the remants of eneny that may remain or

infiltrate after Dominate Danger cperations. This technique is characterized -

by numercus platomn and scuad-size patrols operating without any fixed bases
but within a 155mm fan, These forces may be airlifted into position and
operate on approximately a 12 day cycle: for example, 10 days of patrolling
and two days stand-dam at a base camp., These operations should be enployed
in situatioms where the enemy lacks a significant offensive capability, The
Dong Tien program capitalizes upon the ARWN/RF-PF ability to discover eneny
cache sites and to eliminate the eneny infrastructure. Pacification focuses
on upgrading hamlets and preventing scattered Commmnist elements from dis-
rupting hamlet security.

(f) Skv Sweep: When RE/PF assum2 the major responsibility for securing
populated areas, the division conducts Sky Sweep cperations. Althouch the
enemy retains the capability of engaging in limited attacks and in-acts of
terrorism, ARW/RF-PF have the resources and the popular support to insure
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overall securicy of the amca, The mission of these operaticns is to

provicde additical assets an an "as needed" basis in order to bolster
ARVN/GVIT confidence in their own capabilities, The division provides air-
lift and - @all trocp units to assist ARW/RF-UF in their efforts. In these
cperati v, platoon-size elements may operate with one-half lift companies.
One platoon is moved by helicepter while the other checks out target locations
and makes a show of force in the area. Respansibility for pacification is
transferred to ARVN/GUN authorities, with US forces assuming an overwatch
role,

{(g) Hawk Hunter: When PF/PF assume responsibility for security of an
area, xelieving ARW for empleyrent in less stébilized areas, the divisicn
cenducts  Hawk Hunter cperaticns. The mission is to show continued US
interest in an area with econaw of force operations., In these operaticns,
squad-size elements conduct rultiple insertions with short temm reconnaissance
missions in coordinaticn with RF/PF. Dong Tien is conducted throuzh the
provisicn of airlift and MIT to increase RF/PF capabilities,

(h) All five of the above overations may be in action simultanecusly in
different locations of the TAOI. Furthermore, it is envisioned that, as
the enemy moves out of 1st Infantry Division TAOR, the division will expand
its area of operation to the north to maintain contact with enemy units.
During this "roll up" to the north, rcsponsibility for the stabilized areas
will be transferred tc ARVN/GVN forces.

(1) Division cavalry squadron: In all of the techniques of Danger
Forward, the cavalry squadren plays a major role. It is the divisim's ground
mcbile strike force, Because of its mcbility, firepower and shock actiom,
the squadron can conduct offensive operations against main force umits,
reinforce the contacts of other mancuver elements of the divisicn, and con-
duct ecanamy of force operations. The cavalry squadren will ncmally
cperate under division contrcl throughout the division TAOR.

(3) As of 31 Oct 69, the cumulative results of US/ARVN Danger Forward
operations were 598 enemy KIA, 47 PWs and 41 ralliers.

(6) Cperation "Thunder RIn":

(a) Due to an increase in enemy activity in northem Binh Long Province,
Operation Thunder Run was initiated on 12 Aug 69, While the lst Cavalry Divi-
sian (AM countered a northern enemy threat, the lst Infantry Division assumed
an additional 17 km section of Route 13 named A0 "Red Ball". The temporary
20 encampassed an area spproximately 10 km east and west of Route 13, the
main supply route (MSR) to lst Cav Div elements based at Quan Loi, An Loc
and Loc¢ Ninh,

(b) Immediately, elements of the 2-2 Inf (Mech) and the 1-4 Cavalry
provided route and convoy security from Lai Khe to a point approximately 38 km
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north. The main actions ococurred above Chon Thanh (XT765615) and FSB
Thunder III (XT772656) in AD Red Ball, Here wnits of the 2-2 Mech
outposted the road while daily convoys rolled back and forth escoarted by
elements of the 1-4 Cavalry., For over cne month these units gquarded the
road and destroyed repeated battalion-size ambushes of the NVA 101st
Regiment,

{c) On 121530 Aug 69, the K-8 Battalion, 101st Regiment, attempted to
arbush the Devil Rin cnvoy at XT766745. Thunder III was mortared, road
culverts at both ends of the arbush were blown, and a section of the .
convoy was taken under fire by gocket pmpelled grerades (RPG) as well as
autauatic and small amms (&W/SA) fire, C/2-2 Mech cutposted along the
Rome plos cuts which extend 200~300 meters on either side of the road piled
n the ambush force before any damage to the convoy could be dne, While
C/2-2 and convoy escort forces fram the 1-4 Cav and 11th ACR poured direct
fire on the enery, artillery and air strikes were enployed. A subsequent
sweep of the area revealed 54 enemy dead; in addition, two W, several
K~-47, RPG and R°G rounds, and a quantity of ammniticn and documents were
captured, There were two US KIA and eight WIA (two KIA and 4wo WIA were
fram the 11th XCR).

(d) Fram 12 to 16 Aug 69, lst Infantry Division elements oconstructed FSB
¢ (XT763738) approximately eight km north of Thunder III along Route
15, Occupied by C/2-2 Mech, B/1-28 Inf and B/1-5 Arty (105), FSB Hartman
was the division's northem higlway outpost for the follaowing critical weeks.,

(e) Two days later, the K9 Battalion, 10lst Regt, initiated a similar
cxwoy ambush at 1130, vic X1766678, 1.5 km north of Thunder III. Initially
the convoy was stopped and several vehicles damaged by RPG and MN/SA fire,
However, ance elements of B/2-2 Mech and 1-4 Cav arrived, fire superiority
was gained, and air strikes, artillery and helicopter gunships were directed
on the ambush site. Successive sweeps of the area by C/B/Recon/2-2
Mech  and B/1-28 Inf produced one Chieu Hoi, one SKS rifle, four AK~47,
and several grenades, FPG rounds and 2K-47 magazines, The enemy left 20
dead, while US cowvoy foroes suffered one KIA and three WIA,

(f) n 20 Aug 69, a reinforced enemy platoon attcmpted a third ambush
against a Highway 13 convoy vic XT765729. Elements of C/2-2 Mech, togethor
with a quick reaction force campesed of the Recon Platoon/2-2 Mech and B/

2-34 Ammor (~) rapidly "piled-on”" the ambush site, Artillery and USAF Fighter
barbers (TAC Air) were immediately directed against the enemy force, There
were two US WIR, seven enemy KIA, and two P4 (WIA); three AK-47s, 15 2K~47
magazines, two IPG Iaunchers and five RPG rounds, cne licht machinegun, two
CIIOM hand grenades, five sets of web gear, miscellaneous SA amamition, and
two docaments were captured. The copvoy was untouched,

(9) On 6 Sep 69, elements of the K-2 battalion launched the 10ist
Regiment's final ambush attempt against a "Thunder Foad" ‘convoy. about
150-200 enemy soldiers participated in the attack; the arbush was positioned
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vic XI'763680, the same location of the previous K-9 anbush on 14 lug €),
At 1055 the Devil Convoy received mortar fire follawed by a ground attack
at 1100 from the westem side of the road, The security el-wont, B/1-4 Cov,
retwmed fire and was immediately supported by artillory, heiroopter gun-
ships, and TAC Air. As the convey moved safely out of the contact area at
1115, A/?-2 and C/2-2 Mech, moved into the ambush site, Though sporadic
contact continued until 1730, it was the initial quick U.S, reaction that
trapped the enemy before he could withdraw. U.S. losses were one KIA and
seven WIA; encmy losses included 55 KIA, four ™, three Chieu Hois, three
light machine guns, eight AK~-47s and three AK-47 magazines, 1,000 SA rounds,
11 B40 rounds and nine B40 rocket bocsters, 45 grenades, four anti-tank
grenades, )8 canteens, 10 sats of web gear, 10 helmets, 10 panchos, 10

s xice end four flashligh’

(h) At 221200 Sep 63, RO Red Ball was terminated, the area was
returmned to the 1st Cavalry Division (MM and the 2-2 Inf !kch veturned to
the 1st Bde at Dau Tieng. For approximately 41 days the task force based
at Thunder III and FS3 Hartman had secured the daily conveys to and fram
Quan Ici and kept a vital supply route open despite the best efforts of
at least one full NVA reginent,

(i) At the same time that Operation Thunder Rumn ended, the 1-16 Inf
Mech, A/1-4 Cav, and C/2-33 Arty retumned tc lst Infantry Division
control, The enany autum offensive had ended.

(7) Encny initiated sctivity: During the reporting pericd, the enawy
has laxnched several stand-off attacks by mortar and rodket fire and two
unsuccessful sapper attacks. These limited operations, while causing little
physical damage, had two purpcses. First, they gave the Camuwnist forces a
slight psychological boost and second they tended to divert Allied suppert
assets from other enaw cbjectives, But any advantages accrued from these
operations was fleeting, Often these attempts have only warned the 1st
Infantry Division of possible eneny movement and attampted small-scale
operations in the TAOX, The most sicnificant attacks are listed below.

(a} On 112120 Aug 69, as the kick-off to the eney autum offensive,
Lai Khe Basecamp received 15 rounds of 107mm rocket fire, Nine US were
waunded, and six helicopters and three trucks were lightly damaged. Unfortu-
nately, five civilians in Lai Khe village were killed and 11 more wounded.

(b) On the evening following the death of Ho Chi Minh on 4 Sep 69, the
Cammists launched a brief series of attacks throuchcut the division THOI,
At 2028, Lai Khe Basecarp received twenty 107mm rockets resulting in four
US WIA, After midnight, at spproximately 0100, attacks were lamched against
Dan Tieng BaseCamp, FSB Thunder III and Chon Thanh. Twenty 82mm mortar shells
and two 107mm rockets hit Dem Tieng, damaging 10 helioopters but causing no
casualties. The IF copaund at Chon Thanh received mortar, SA/AY, and 50
cal, fire, followed by a small ground prcbe. At the same time, Thunder IIT,
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four km north, was attacked by sappers supparted by RPG and SA fire,

Then at about 0145, two FF oampounds (X1942204 and ‘XT769138) near Phu :
Loi, received M-79 and PG fire, At about the same time, FSB Gela
(XT603418) was struck by twenty 82mm mortar shells, Finally, at 0200,
NIP Mons XII (X1635436) tock eight 60mm mortar shells and 20 minutes %
later, five 82mm mortar shells struck Ben Cat, Although the attacks were
widespread and coordinated, the mnly serious effort was against FSB Thun-

der III. Here elements of A/2-2 Mech and B/2-34 Armor decisively repslled

: the enany assaults; the Cawmmists were thrown back leaving 23 dead and

ae W, In the moming, a sweep located 49 RPG rounds, 200 grenades, and

3 several AR47, hangalore torpedoes and RPG launchers,

(c) On9 Sep 69, 0130, a small-scale saper attack was launched against
FSB Jim (XT'882392) defended by elements of the Reon Platoon and B/2-2
Mech. A fierce battle ensued for'about 30 minutes, Althouch several sap-
3 pers actually venetrated the perimeter, the surprise attack was repulsed.
vz There were six US WIA,

_ () The night of 10-11 Sep 69 marked the end of an WVA proclaimed
o3 "tyuce" and small eneny stand-off attacks were autamatically expected in the
B division 20. As anticipated, rocket and mortar attacks were directed
( ; against Lai Khe, Dem Tieng and Phu Lol Base Caps. Dau Tieng was hit the
J : 3 hapdest with 10 107 and 10 122 rockets, and 35 82rm mortar shells, But the

Lhdidhadds,. o

attacks, mounted with great effort, only resulted in 11 US WIA, ane ARW and
one civilian Wiz, and fmrvdﬂ.cles damaqed,

(e) The last sionificant stand-off attack occurred on the evening of
22 Oct 69. At 2125, D Tieng received 30-40 roands of 82mm mortar fire.
only eight rounds fell inside the base perimeter resulting in four US
WIA and e helicopter slichtly damaged:

(8) The Trapezoid,

(2) The Trapezald is a vast jungle area lving between the Michelin
3 Plantation an the narth and the once formidable Iren Triangle on the south.
'mea!:ea,overlﬂosqua:em,J.sbo:&tedmﬁ:ewastaﬁemtbyﬂeSal- ;
. o gn and T™hi Tirh Rivers. Onoc a lively enemy strondhold, the Trapezoid
’ is now anything but a haven for Commmist and NVA soldiers, Comstant
US/ARWN patrolling and extensive Rame plow operations have omtinued to
raduce the level of enemy activity there during the reporting period,

(b) The cnly large scale contact in the Trapezoid occurred on the
mingonéAugm, when B/2-2 Mech stirred up a homet's nest during
E a Roe plow security operation at Xr570365. The mechanized force engaged
4 an estimated enemy company defending a bunker cmplex., While artillery,
he]ioqxergmsh:.ps and TAC Air supported the contact, two platoms of
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D/2-28 were inserted into the area. At 1556 vic XI'S75365, 7/2-28 Inf (-)
moved in from the east and regained contact. /lgain supported by artillery,
gunships and TAC Air, the fireficht lasted until 1735, There were six

US WIL, and cne amored personnel carxier (AWPC) and tvo Rame plows damaged,
I search of the area lccated 28 enemy dead and indicated 11 more possible
killed.

(c) Tor the remainder of the period, operations in the Trapezcid
heve been characterized by small scale contacts, On tie morning of 26
Aug 69, at 1040 vic XT593375, B/2~2 Mech spotted and engaged one enhely
soldier. A closer seardh of the area revecled an WA battalicn medical
detachient which quickly surrendered. Total results were one enery KIA,
nine PW, four K47, four SKS rifles and one Yt pistol, US units have also
teen bolstered by ARVN foroes cperating in the Trapezoid., Tioe SRV have
proved narticularlv adept at locating enawy caches and base caps, while
increasing the overall Allied force density in the arca. They are also
becaning more proficient at corbat operations, e€specially nidht anbusnes.
For example, on 012000 Sep 69, the Pecomaissance Cawpany, 1-8 ARWN Regt,
engaged an estimated enemy platoon, vic Xi'5333%4, After a short, ane-
sided ficht, a search of the area located 18 enery KIA, e PW and scweral
weapans., On the nicht of 24 Oct 69, an 1/2-28 Inf abush wos positioned
near a trail network in a small rubber grove, vic XI'544397. On the fol-
loving moming, at 0700, they sichted eight enery moving south down the
trail. The arbushers detmated their claymore mines and followed up with
SA/A fire, The Cammnists returned fire but were too late to be effective,
The action resulted in one US WIZ, six enery KIA and two PW (WIA), and sev-
eral weapons captured. Caontacts like these are continucus, vhile seem-
ingly minor, such actions have gradually sgueezed the enemy cut of his
fomer jungle haven,

(97 The seal and search of Thu iloa Dong.

(a) The 2d Brigade oconducted the village seal of Tu Hoa Dong
(XT71519C) on 15~26 Sep 69, using forces from the brigade, the 7t ARWN
Regt, and GWN forces of Phu Hoa District and Binh Duong Province. The 2d
Brigade devised an imaginative deception plan to mask the real ayjective
and to trap VC elements within the taryet village. The seal was the
largest* such oreration conducted in the history of pacificatim in the
Ist Infantry Division T20I. On the night of 15 Sep 69, ten US/APW
camanies converged repidly on the village by PAG/PER boats, foct marches,
and trucks. Tae seal was campleted at 160053 Sop and maintained for eleven
days. One ARW and three US hattalions maintained the cordon, conducted
nicht ambushes inside and outside the village, and perfommed ground recon-
naissance and area searcies cutside the secl area. Under the supervision
of the Phu Hoa District Chief, the villace was thorougnlv and methodically

16

CONFIDENTIAL

REL VSN R

121t

-l \



CONFIDENTIAL

AVDBE-' 1D 1 December 1969
SIBIECT: Onerational Nenort of st Infantyy Mivisian for Period

~

Ihding 31 octeber 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

searched by five RF cawpanies, national policemen, an armed propaganda
team, and US troops, PSYCP were conducted daily throughout the operation
3 erploying aerial broadcasts, leaflet drops, ground speaker teams, and
- faoce-to-face cammnications, Band, movies, MSDCAP, DENTCAP, raffles, and
- fooc were used to preclvde the villagers from adopting an antagonistic
attitucs during the screening and searching. The seal was tenrinated on
260700 Sep as a2 conplete success, Final results were 23 Comumnists KIA,
two Canmmnist KIA possible, 17 PW, 16 ralliers, 32 individual waapmns,
six crev~served weapms, 1785 small amms rounds, 72 arty/vwortar rounds,
1121 kilos rice, and various military supplies and equipment, The seal
ocperation rendered the Communist units in the area ineffective, irproved
the security statue of the village, and gave respect and valuable training
to the participating GUN units,

(b) The Phu Hoa Dang seal and search was only cne of many US/ARW/FF
carbined cperations in support of the pacification campaign, Using the
canbined nanpowar, intelligence-gathering capabilities, and supporting
forces of three Allied elerents, the efforts to neutralize WI and pro-
vide better local security in the populated areas of the 1lst Infantry Divi-
sion TAOI have continued to grow more efficient and more productive,

(10) Riverine operations: Continued domination of the Saigon Piver
has been critical in limiting enemy activity and preventing him from masse
ing men, material and equipment of any significant size in the divisim
TAOI, From August to October 1969, there were three types of riverine
forces operating on the Saigon and Thi Tinh Rivers, First was the Viet~
namese Piver Assault Group (RAG), which tramsported Allied troops along
the river, Seoond were the US Naww Riverine Divisions, Operating speedy,

\ s well-armed patrol ships, they patrol and anbush the river by nicht and

= canduct reconnaissance of the river's banks and estuaries by day. Often
\ 3
|

respending to radar sichtings and contacts by lst Infantyy Division wunits,
they have severely restricted eneny moverent on the river by night, From
1 2Aug to 31 Oct 69, PBR have acoounted for 152 enemy XIA. last are the
"Ski Boats" of the 1st Engineer Battalion, Since Septarber these low-
draft, fiber glass boats have constantly participated in river searches,
sweeps and arbushes with the 2-18 Inf and 2-2 Mech, Their transport
capability has contributed much to the success of these units in locating
and ehmnatmg small enemy units, With riverine assets, the lst Infantry
pivision has developed the "Squid” operation, a new technique vhich mey be
described as waterborne Eagle-Flichting, The main principles involved are
listed belavs

(2) Mormally, a minimum of two PBR or four ski boats are utilized,
Depending on the load, the average speed is 15 to 20 knots for PBR and
18-25 knots for ski boats.
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(b) Normally, the river craft nove in a trail fommation when insert-
ing troope the lire tums towards the shore simultenoously to allow maximam
firepower to be employed if necessary., This also allas the maximum nunber
of txoops to get ashore in a minimum smount of time,

{c} Ths nurber of troops-per boat depends cn the nunber and type of
boats, Usually e rifle platoon is enployed in this type of operatiom,
If PBR are utilized and the unit only receives two to work with, 16-12 men
are placed on each; with four boats, five to six persamel are enployed per
boat, With ski boats, never more than 8ix men per hoat can be veed. Thus,
at least four ski boats are necessary to transport cne platocn.

(d) Procedures are basically the same, The major differences are in
the firepower and draft of the two types of boats. The draft of the
PBR is approximately tiiree feet; this limits its use in same of the shallow
Streas. The ski boats, on the other hapd, have a draft of 12 to 18 inches

-and are capable of navigating many of the small streams and canals. QOnce

the troops are inserted, the boats stay close to shore, ready to support by
fire if neceasary. In areas that have extensive underiyrowth along the
river and stream line, a light fire team or a hunter killer team is requested
to support the "Squid" operation. At a rinimm, a heliocopter LOH is utilized
to provide the air cover and cbservation, especially ahead of the fleet when
moving on narrow canals. Artillery fires are plawmed in the area of cpera-
tion. The selection of the area is based an intelligence reports and pre-
vious sichtings. The planned artillery oonsists of at least one concentration
which the platoon leader ar platoon sergeant is asble to shift. At times,

a IMH is utilized to spot insertioh areas fram the alr; smoke is used to
maxk the area and the boats move to the designated spot. . Extractions are
similar to air extractions where personnel move to a pre designated pick-wp
paint, If cnly two PBR are availsble, ane boat will provide security
while the other loads; the loaded boat then covers the other element as it
is loaded. For ski boats, or if four PBR are utilized, two boats are loaded
at a time while the other two provide security. If necessary, air assets
are requested to cover the extraction, However, this is not always needed
ad a large muber of "Squid" cperations have been cmducted without the
benefit of air support.

(e} The amount of time a wnit spends in one area depends an the intel-
ligence and terrain. However, generally platoois do not operate in an area
over two haurs. Nommally, the distance from the stream or river bank to
the 20 does not exceed 1000 meters. Usually the Gistance varies from 10
to 500 meters.

BRIV TSN

(11) Operation "™Nicht Danger®: Night Danger, actually an cperational
onecept, was omceived and implemented in Octoher 1969. The dbjective of
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the program is to increase the pressure on enemy night-time gperations,
especially resurply and infiltration activities., To do this, the division
has centralized its target acquisition and target destruction assets 8o
that the Division Camender is able to make a more efficient and discrimi-
nating use of his resources. The result has been a greater ability to
malyze and correlate intelligence infarmation and follas through with a
quicker, measured respanse,

(a) @ne key elemant to the program has been the lst Infantry Division's
Target Destruction Section (TDG), Located in the Division Tactical Oper-
ations Center (DIOC) , the DS is a new organization dram from the rescurces
of the Div Arty S2, the Division Fire Support Element (FSE), the Military
Intelligence Detacment and the Sansor Platom. The secticn receives all
intelligence reports caming into the DIOC and maintains cawamications with
division radar teams and all sensor monitoring stations servicing the divi-
sion TAOI., In addition, the TDS has cowmnications with all artillery
units in and adjacent to the TAOI throuch the facilities of the FSE. In
cperation, the TDS receives and analyzes intelligence, determines possible
targets, and asaists the G3 cparatimns officer in reccrmending appropriate
respnses. This has meant both a quicker respanse to fleeting targets and
a more efficient use of division assets. As of the end of the reporting
period, the T0S had assisted in approximately 115 enemw kills,

(®) To date, the most effective division night asset - and the me
reccomended most frequently by the TDS - is Nighthawk, The lst Infantry
Division Nighthawk program began on 2 Aug 69. The Nighthawk force consists
of three Nighthavk helicopters (WH1H, each equipped with two TVS-4 Star-
licht scopes, two Sheridan searchlichts, and two mini-quns), two AH1G/
WHIC gunships and cne M1H slick. The Nichthawk team works with ane Nicht-
hawk aircraft and one guship or slick as a chase ship, ZEach Nighthawk
team is designed and missicned to search cut and destroy enemy forces in
the TAOR during the hours of darkness., From 2 2ug to 31 Oct 69 there were
58 engagements by Nichthak teams resulting in 132 Cammmist,NVA KIA (8C)
(for more information on Nighthawk, see Incl 13, 1st Inf Div Cir 525-8,
"Utilization of Nighthawk Aircraft®). Nigat Danger contacts are quick and
abnpt. With Nighthask, the VR (visual recomnaissance or damage assesment)
of the contact is immediate,

() In the early moming hours of 22 Sep 69, the 571st PBR were
patrolling the banks of the Saigon River below Ben Chua, At approximately
0013 vic XT559350, they dhserved and engaged 25-30 enemy crossing the river,
There was no retum fire and the actin was over in minutes., A search
of the weter located 25 eneny dead, 14 backpacks and ane AX47 The follow-
ing night, the event was repe.ted about two km up the river. The PER and
ons -platoon,p/2-28 Inf,engaged 15-20 eneny. There was no retum fire and
17 more enemy dead, 11 backpacks and ane 2K47 were located,
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(8) On 13 Oct 69, 1945, the LR (Long Race Reconnaissance Patrol)
Teaa #1 reported heavy enemy movement in the northern Mimelin area.
Immediately, TOT salves fram three artillery batteries hit the taxget areca
followed by five TAC Air strikes. A subscquent sexron located 18 eneny
dead,

(e) On the nicht of 16-17 Oct 69, strong readouts were noted fram a
new sensor field placed on the Razorback, The information was relayed
from the monitoring station on Nui Ba Den (the Black Virgin Mountain) in
the 25th Infantry Divisim A0 to the lst Infantry Division TDG. &s the
sensor readings changed intensitr, a pattem of movement was established
and Nidhtha/k aircraft were quickly directed onto the target areas (vic
Xi'571595, X1535575, XT490607 and XT48)575), The results were 21 eneny
KIA over a three-hour period.

(f) On 172145 Oct 69, radar located an estimated 20 enemy soldiers
in stationary positions just east of Dau Tieng Base Camp (Xr508468). &
Nighthawk team, quickly dispatchied to tie areas‘enqaged the wnery before
they could move. Thirteen eneny dead were ocounted,

(g) A series of sensor activations and radar sightings along the Saigon
River an the night of 23 Oct 69 were folloved up by River Patrol Boats
(PBR) and Nighthawk., This cambination of four assets resulted in a total
of 10 eneny KIA in three different locations (Xr634320, Xr531351 and
XT590351) .

(12) Caches: From-August to October the lst Infantyy Divisim, ably
assisted ly the 7th and 8ta ARW Reaiments, proved itself particularly
adept at soouring the division A0 for hidden enew supplies. The enemy's
inactivitv was partially due to the success of these hunts., It should be
pointed out that anly one simificant rice cache was .discovered (at. 30523412,
C/2-28 led by Kit Carson Scout unearthed four toans of rice). Most of tne
other finds involved small amounts of food, military equipment or documents,
Most notable were the large nuber of sizesble amms and mnitians caches
foud. The most significant are listed belos:

(2 On 291310 Mg 69, B/2-28 Inf vic XT562375 located the following
items in the Trapezoid: 75 1/4 1> TWT blocks; four bicycles; 210 los
salt; two ChiCom grenades; six &nti-tank mines; twenty 15 b ChiCom clay-
mares; 14 bangalore torvedoes; 23 SKS rifles; ane 2X47 ; hine §2m mortar
yands; ﬁvenﬂegxmades nine cases of?{rgrmaies 7,400 rounds of
(7.1 gmmitim; six PG rands with hoosters; six FPG rcckets: and 70 lbs
of rice.

(b) On 24 Sep, 1-16 Inf Meth bYbegan extensive cperations in the lover
Song Be Corridr. Although there were no sionificent enemy contacts, the
mechanized battalion was able to locate numerous caches believed to belong
to the Dopg Nai Regt. Most important was - the series of finds made by
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A/1-16 aided by a cooperative rallier.

(c) On 21 Sep 09, vic XTUT71463, #/1-16 was led by the rallier to
an amms cache containing the following items: two 82ms mortars, 24 light
machine quns; ane 100-rounG LG drum; tuenty-six S7mn rounds; seven 82nm
rounds; sixteen 60mm rounds; eight lhs TNT; eiqut MG romds; three gas
masks; 440 rounds 7X47 ammunition; seven ChiCan claymores; and 128 75mm
RR roungGs.

(d) On 7 Oct &89, the rallier led #/1-16 to another hidden mmitions
dunp vic XT862456 containing: 661 lixs INT; 14C lbs C-4; 24 cans with press-
type detanators; and five cans of time fuses.

(e) The follawing day the carwany was led to another cachie vic
X7'804492 cunsisting of 512 lbs TNT; seven RPG rounds; five RPG boosters;
and two 82mn mortar sights.

(£) On 25-26 Sep 69, the 7th Camany, 2-8 ARVN, discovered two larg:
ams caches in the Trapezoid (vic XT648335 and XT645339), ‘The first cne
ocontaineC two 12.7 heavy machine guns, three 545 rifles, one lignt machine
gm, 1,000 rounds AX47 ammmition, fifteen 60rm mortar rounds and 15 )
rifle grenades; the seoond gache revealed thiree RPG, 109 FPG rounds,
thirty-three §2mm mortar rounds, fifteen 30 1b AT mines, 8000 rounds, 50
caliber ammnition, 60 PG fuses, 4000 rounds 7.62 amanition and 15 ¢hiCaom
claymores.,

(g9 On 13-14 Oct 69, 2/1-2 Inf located a larce bunker conplex believed
to be an NVA hospital in tne northeastem corner of the Michelin Plantation

vic XT592566, 1L thorough search of the area rielded 3,000 penicillin bottles,

»1X large penicillin bhottles, 40 bottles of gluccse, four oottles of vitamin
B, me roll of medical tane, one bottle of iodine, 30 bottles of sterile
water, and 10 operating tables.,

(h) On 25 Oct 69, C/2-28 Inf unearthed a cache in the Trapezoid (vic
Xt499411) containing 10 light machine guns, 300 hand grenades, cne heavy
machine gun (with mount and extra bharrel), 22 S¥S rifles, one ChiCom radio,
ane hundred 1/4 1b blocks of TNT, seven carbines and five AL47.

(i) 'The largest anms depot was found on 26 Oct 69 vic XI'$18373, The
respansible unit was again A/1-16 Inf which was now operating in the rape-
zoid. "he cache contained six 7,621 Soviet rifles (model #189 W 30),
seven Thanpsan machine guns, 97 SXS rifles, five sub-machine quns, one
7.62mn heavy machine cun (with extrs barrel), two Soviet 7.62rm licht
machine guns Model OPM (with three spare barrxels), three US M=l carbines,
e M-1 rifle, 25 Soviet 7.62mm caribines (odel. 15:4), & 7,62 S rochin.
gun mount, one ground mount for a 51 cal., maciine gun vith wheels, 114 R
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ronds, five electric detonators, 1000 ft of time fuse, 20 gal can nalf-
£i1led with ChiCam grenade pouches, m?G&mmdximqmshiem,m

o ChiCom artillery raunds, two 75mm FR raunds, two mortar sichts, two

loaded 7.62vm drum-type magazines, nine tray-type 7.62m machine gun maga-
m,aahuﬂmdaevmty-ﬁwsmmm 30 machine qun

1955 rounds 51 cal. amwmition, twelve G(Mnmortar fuses, womrtardmngea,
wm:awtm,fmrcleamxgmafw762mwe@ms,aMGw82m
mortar bore brush,

(13) 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalxry Regiment.

() The division amored cavalry squadron, the 1-4 Cav, had normally
been OPON to one or more of the division's three infantry brigades., But
on 21 Sep 69, the 1-4 Cav was placed under divisiommal control and was sent
to the central and sauthemn portions of the division 20. Utilizing the
road network south of Lai Khe, it has acted a8 a quick reaction force able
to reinforce US, AR, or FF/PF infantry contacts, or initiate rapidly
axecuted cperations against elusive Camunist units through its own mobility
and fireposer. During October, it has gradually expanded its area of

tions and oontinually devoted its efforts to the neutralizatim of
all Goamnist elements in the division's southem 20, Coordination with the
23 Us Bde, the 7th ARW Regt, the 5th ARWN Div and Binh Duong Province
has been omtimuous,

(b) On 1 Oct 69, the 1-4 Cav, in cocperation with the 749th RKF company,
mountad a highly successful gperation against the Camunist C65 Iocal Force
Company. diding in a bage area north of Binh Hoa Village (X18120;, the
enamy unit had been detected by the RF eawpany cammander several woeks
prior. Aided by the 1-4 Cav, he was more than willing to conduct a surprise
attack against thelr suspected base camp (vic XT'829215). In the ensuing
cperation, the. RF Campany and ane cavalxy trogp pushed through the base
area while another troon cut off the enemy retreat. ‘‘he actions were
supported by a D Troop, 1-4 Cav, Hunter-Killer Team and the "Lighthorse"
heliogpter graup. The final results were-six enemy dead, nine PW, and
five 2K47, cne 60mm mortar, fiftoen S2m mertar rounds, and eight RPG rounds
captured (all ereny were identified as merbers of the C65), There were
three US wounded slightly by FPG and booky trap fragments. No casualties
were suffered by the RF troops and no vehicles were damaged in the actim.,

(14) WAP Support: There were 1,253 sorties of TAC Air in support
of lst Infantxy Division operations during the reporting period. In addi~-
tion, 16 3-52 strikes were called in support of operations; eicht were
targeted 'in tne Trapezoid, four in the Long Nguyen Secret Zone, two in
the Razorback, ane in the Sang Be ‘Corridor and ane in the Iron Triangle,
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(15) The total cumilative results for Operation Toan Thang, Phase
II1, which began on 17 Feb 69 and ended an 31 Oct 69, for lst Infantry
Division assigned and GPON units are:

(a) US: 386 KIA, 2320 WIA, 2041 WIA (evac); 67 ACAV/RPC, saven
generators, three 2 1/2-ton tankers, two Zippos (APC with flamethrower),
72 helicopters, cne 0-16 Bird Dog, 46 Rome plows, 76 tanks, twelve 2 1/2-~
ton trucks, two "Dusters" (40mm SP), five 3/4~ton trucks, five 1/4~tmn
trucks, two 10-ton trucks, two 5-ton trucks, mne 4.2" mortar, cne AVLS
(anmored bridge layer), une VIR (M-88 tank recovery wehicle) , five bull-
dozers, and four M-548 ‘Camels" (tracked cargo carriers) damaged; one
Z2ippo, ten tanks, me S5-ton truck, 48 ACAV/PPC, six Rom: plows, 21 heli-
copters, four 1 1/4-ton trucks, one l-ton trudk, two bucket loaders, me
"Low Boy" (low bed trailer), and one 155m: howitzer destroyed,

(b) Enemy: 3213 KIA (8C), 403 KIA (poss), 293 captured, 87 ralliers,
and 2216 detainees; 1756 individual weapons, 347 cres-served weapans,
371,911 SA ramnds, 313 Anti-Tank mines, 15,017 anti-personnel mines, 4742
grenades, 2340 RPG rounds, two 105mn rounds, 1834 mortar rounds, 7653
bunkers, 80.4 tons of rice, 78 rockets, 4216 Ibs of explosives, 371 RR
rounds, ane 1000 1b baw, two radics, one pair of binoculars, and nine
70mm rounds captured or destroved,

(16) sStatistical sumary:
(a) Monthly totals* ‘
WS KIA  Commnist/AVAKIA PY  Ralliers Total In Elim

Zagust 29 469 35 19 523
September 37 526 39 20 585
Octcoer 13 375 23 8 406

*Does not include lst Infantry Division units whils OPQX to another
controlling HQ.

(b) Mmthly ratiocs:

Kill Ratic Elimination natio
August 16,2 18.1
Septenber 14,2 15,8
Octcber 28.8 31.2

(17) Land elearing operations:
23
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(a) The division Roms plows began the gquarter at NDP Wildemess I,
vic XI'798285, and cut 625 acres from 7 to 17 Aug 69. On 18 Aug the plows
moved to wWildemess II, vic XI703324, where they cut 265 acres in five days.
lioving to XI'804233, they cut 380 acres before returning tc Lai Khe on 31
Aug. A week's standdom was followed an 8 Sep with 115 acres aut at
Xr780313. (n 1l Sep at XT900440, 60 acres were cut. From 13 to 19 Sep,
the plaws cut 425 acres vic XI756300. Following a standdown, the plows
cut 310 acres at XT699453 from 2 to 8 Oct. From 11 to 13 Oct, 185 acres
were cut at XT847275, From 14 to 18 Oct the plovs operated near FSB Son
(XT681486) .

(o) The four M<8A3 tanks that were nroviding security for the Rome
plows have been turned in,

(c) The 984th Land Clearing Campany began land clearing cperations in
the Trcz0id at NDP Mons VIII, vic XI5646, and cut 2890 acres between 1
and 12 fng 69, On 13 Aug the plows moved to a new NDP, Mons IX, at
XT571405 and cut 221 acres, On 30 Aug the plows moved to XT'635345 and cut
3258 acres between 31 Aug and 14 Sep. At this time the 984th LOC moved ocut
of the lst Infantry Division M0 and remained out until 28 Oct. The plows
then retumed to Mons XIII (X1574386) and cut 525 acres, 8y the end of
this reporting period a total of 8884 acres were cleared,

(18) Convoy gperations: 7#A Cambined Transportation Coordination
Center was established on 19 Sep 69 for omvoy coordination, All ARV,
lst Cav Div (M), 25th Ini Div, lst Logisticel Conmend (Highway Traffic
Control) , and 1st Infantry Division elements who were involved in overland
resupply cperations through the area of the lst Infantry and 5th AR
Divisions, coordinated with the Center., This proocedure has enhanced the
security as well as reduced delays in convoy, operatians,

(19) Operation Dng Tien: Since the end of July 1969, the Dong Tien
("Progress Together”) program has continued to grov and expand in the Ist
Infantry Division., The major goals have remained the same: to increase
the quantity and quality of carbined and coordinated joint operations; to
materially advance the division's three major missias (support of pacifi-
cation, inmprovement of APVN/GW military units, and intensification of
small scale canbat operations); and to significantly increase the efficiency
of critical cambat and carbat support elements, particularly Amy aviation
assets. The overall purpose of Dng Tien is €o further the "Vietnamization®
of the war by inproving the effectiveness of all Souta Vietnamese military
units. The division program must prepare ARVN and TVd units to assume,
at same future date, the respemsibilities curreritly held by the lst Infantry
bivision, The program is 2lso designed to increase the ability of ARVN
units to use US 2rmy aviation support effectively by having them cmtinu-
cusly use these assets in the field, At the sare time, more intensive
carbined oparations continue to reduce the number of enemy in the TROI,
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making the task of changing territorial responsibilities samewhat easier.
The cbjectives of Dong Tien have been generally embodied in the "

Farward” and "Night Danger” programs of the lst Infantry Division., Division
assets, especially Ammy aviation assets, are now more centralized and sup-
part both US, ARW and GUN forces in the TAOT. The Danger Forward concept
has envisioned a steady "drive to the north" where the gradual improvement
of PSDF and RF/PF forces enables ARW units to oconduct rore extensive field
operations in the northem wnd northeastem TAOI. Then, as ARW forces
beoame more combat proficient, 1st Infantry Division units will move north
leaving their fomrer A0 to the 5th ARW Division, The Dong Tien program
has been inplemented in many ways. There have been constant liaison and
cocrdination visits among the 1lst Infantry Division, 5th ARW Divisici
and Binh Duong Province. For exawple, the lst Infantry Division ACofs, i1
has visited his 5th AFW Division counterpart several times to discuss
problams coman to their jobs, In addition, maneuver units of the divisiun
now operate much more closely with RP/PF units. Their intelligence gather-
ing copabilities have rade such small scale cowbined cperations significant
and have given these units added cmfidence and experience, But, however
valusble these efforts, the heart of the lst Infantry Divisiun's Dong Tien
program is the association of designated US infantry battalins with desig-
nated ARW infantry battalions. The programs undertaken and some of the
methods involved are described below:

(a) In the 1st and 3d Brigades the Dong Tien program has taken the fom
of physically colocating cne 8th ARW Regiment battalion with ane US infan-
try battalion at the sam fire support base. These operations were bricfly
covered in the preceding repart (see para lc(4) (h) 2 - 4, 1st Infantyy
Division ORLL, 1 May - 31 Jul 69), During the currént Teparting neriod,
the 1-28 Inf has continued to work with the 4/8 2RWN infantry battalion
at FSB Gela. Then, an 2 Sep 69, the 4/8 was replaced bv the 2/8 AR Inf.
Dong Tien ocanbined operations were continued between the 1-28 and 2/8
at FSB Gela, FSB Son (XT681486) , and, as of 31 Oct 69, FSB Zpollo (X7637507).
The 2-28 Inf continued similar operations with the 1/8 at FSB Mahane IX
(XT521429) (renamed FSB Kien) until 14 Sep 69, At that date the 1/8 was
replaced by the 3/8 ARW. All sponsored wunits were fram the Sth ARW Regt,
Sth MRW Division.

(b) ‘the most striking prablem in each ARWN battalion proved to be the
inexperience of small unit leaders, and the dependence of the staff and
subardinate comanders on the battalion commander for leadership, Without
the support, resupply and conmmications assets availsble to US units, the
ARWN forces were accustared to canducting only battalion-size field oper-
ations, Now, with the cocperation of the ARW battalion commanders,
decentralized operation in the Trapezoid and the jungles northeast of Lai
Khe were begun, Operating from either joint or colocated tactical operations
centers (TOC), the US and ZRW battalion camanders planned daily operations
in a joint AO. For the first time, sufficient assets were available to
suppart 2PW copany and platoon-size operatioms. To assist the ARWN wnits,
either the dual company or the cross-attached platoon concept was utilized,

25
CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

TS TR 1 Dacamber 1060

SUBTECT: Opexational Feport of lst Infantry Division for Period
nding 31 Octcber 1969, RCS (SFOR-65 (R2) (U)

In the fomer, one !5 oompany and one ARW oonpany would share a jaint
10, have identical missions, and cpexate fyom a joint caway . In the
latter, the ARWN would exchange ane of its platoons for a U5 pla-
tom., US cxmmications were thus always available, In this way, the
AFRWN units have been ed to US methods of cperation and have improved
the quality of their unit leadership thxough practical experience,
In addi faniliar with an operational area which
they mey have to assune full vesponeibility for in the future,

§
§
giﬁ

() From August to October 1969, the 2d Bricade has conducted exten-
siwnmgnencperaﬁ.mswithﬂxenhmRagtinﬁacm&alandswﬂnm
portions of the PAOE. From July to Septenbex, the 1-18 and 4/7 infantxy
battalions conducted a omtinuous series of catbined cperations using the
anlm'coneopt.mmbattanmmcwemmombimd,mdme
yeal work was done.at the company level, Nowmally, the campany commancers
had a joint (P and decisions were made together, For night ambushing,
aq\mkwemcmssrattadmedtofom@ctimpatmlsofmmandmemw
q\ﬂ._mesoopanttmaewedtofanﬁ.nanuthe4ﬁwiﬂ1ﬂnaxeamrﬂ»
eant
4/7 is

g
B

and develcp ARWN small unit leaders. Currently the ARWN
canducting rice denial and awush operations from NP Vensble Heights
(¥T902176) in conjunction with the US 2-18,

(d) In the scutlwestern porticn of the TAOL, the 2-18 Inf attempted
to implamnt tha colocated battalion concept at FSB Mortain (XI'703145)
with the 3/7 ARW battalion in August and Septamber 1969, Unfortunately,
ﬂn3ﬂw;ameoﬁia1’huﬂoanistrictcﬂ.efatﬂntjmmdwas required
to maintain two of its companies at Phu Hoa Dong village, As a result, the
mbabtalimoamﬂarspmtmlymort&mnigxtsatmnmm.
mmmmmofummbmmmmandmmaoanmgand
sumraljointcperatimswemcmplete@withﬂmememmawthatdid
stay at Mortain, Bot.‘x\miupartici.patadinthesealand'seardxofphn
Hoa Dong (15-26. Sep 69) after which the lst Infamtry pDivision tumed over
the Phu Hoa 20 to the 3d Brigade, 82d Airbcrne Division, and the 3/7 was

moved aat of Binh Dumg-Province,

(e} The 2/7 AR battalion operated extemsively with the 1-26 IS
from 12 to 23 Sep 69 md with the 1-18 Inf friom 24 Sep

69 to the present. In Septesber, the 2/7 and 1-26 were oolccated at FSB
Nozmandy 4318). Daily field operatims were conducted from
Normandy. IIT and FSB Jim (X1'882392) which was secured by one 2/7 AR
onpany cne mechanized company fram the 2-2 Inf, and cne US artillexy
battary. ‘The dual oompany concept was implewented with joint capany .
The main cbjective wes to propare the 2/7 to assume responsibility for
ESB- Jim and the surronding 20. This was accarplished by 1 Oct 69, During
Octcber 1969, the 2/7, supported by US- artillery at Jim and Nommandy IiI,
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and in coordination with the 1-18 also at Jormandy III, has oonducted
extansive small unit operations in its own A0, This was the first ARW
unit to occupy and take conplete responsibility of a FSB in a critical
gectin of the 1lst Infantxy Division TAOI,

{£} Under tae auspices of the 2Q Brigade and the "#th NN Daginent,
a Conbined Strike Force (CSF) was organized at Phu Van Base Camp (XT'843146)
in August 1969. Here, a joint US/ARWN staff trainel on: U5 and cne ARW
ocxpany in advanced field tedinigques. After about one week of teaininc,
the CSF acted as a 60-minute quick reaction force ready. to move mywhexe
in the division TAUI. Although the concent worked well with the 7th
ARW Reconnaissance Campany, inherent 1ogxst1.cal prcoblems were oamplicoted
by the inexperience of successive AKW units, Thus it was decided to
terminate the CSF on 14 Sep 69. The experiment pointed out that such
advanced tactics worked best only with exparienced ARVN units,

(g9 Artillery Dong Tien operations commenced cni 8 Jul 69 hetween the
2d Battaliion, 33d Artillery, and elements of the 51st Artillery, S5th
ARW Division. After a two-week training program at Lai Khe which stressed
airlift and airmobile operaticns, radar registration, crew drill, and US
artillery direct support procedures, A Battery, 5lst Arty, was moved by
rotary wing aircraft to FSB lMahone IT (Kien). Since then, it has contin-
ually supported the carbined operations of the 2-28 and 8th Regiment Dcng
'rien infantry battalions. In addition to enhancing the indirvect fire sup-
part coverage in the Trapezoid, the artillery Dong Ti=n program has devel-
oped an integrated fire coordination systen for use as additional ARW
carbat support wunits are brought into areas previously secured by US forc.s.

(h) In July and August 1969, a short but significant series of Deng
Tien operatians was ownducted oetwee.n the 2-18 US infantry battalion and
the 34th ARW Fanger pattalion in the Thu Duc District (in the southeastern
portion of the TAOI). From 15 Jul tc 7 Ay 69, the ARW unit operated
jointly with the 2-18 in order to learn the successful tactics and opera-
timal techniques employed in that area, On 7 Aug €9, the Thu .mac AD wes
oarpletely token over by the 34th Rangers, ueam.ttlm the 2-18 to move
north.

(1) Sinoe the start of the Dong Tien program, the performance of
involved ARV wnits has steadily risen., To date, the increased performence
has been ~2patlad by incressed wemlis, Fram 1 Jul 69 to the presant,

392 enery have been elimnatedby the 7th and 8th APV iegiments, This is
but ane measure of the program's success and shows that the strong efforts
put into Dong Tien by 1st Infantry Division wnits have been extremely

productive,
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d. Training,
(1) Replacement training,

(a) There were 9,081 replacements trained by the division school
during the reporting period.

(b) Since the school opened on 15 February 1969, there have been
14,636 replacerents trained.

(2) Sniper training.

(a) During the reporting period, the following 18-day sniper classes
w22 occducted:

Class No. Start/End Date Yo, Snipers Graduated
5 16 2ug - 3 Sep 12
6 9 Sep - 27 Sep 16
7 29 Oct - 16 Nov (20 in class)

(b) 1st Infantry Division anipers eliminated 27 Commanist/TVA during
the tiree month period.

(c) Total body count to date: 57 KIA.

(d) BAs of 31 Oct 69, the lst Infantry Division had 48 snipers deployed
in the field,

(3) Division iohile Training Team (MIT).

(a) ‘The following training was conducted by the MIT during this
period:

Month Students Hours of Instruction Man Hours

Iugust 4571 157 11,124
Septenber 5657 272 17,317
October 6216 308 23,600

(b) A mohile training team camposed of two NOO and one ex-sapper
rallier/Kit Carson Scout demonstrated the capabilities of and defense
against sapper attacks, The team presented this instruction at all 1st
Infantxy Division base camps, fire support bases, and bridge installaticns.
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(4) Kit Carson Scout training, There were 32 Soouts trained by the
pdvision Training Conmand during the reporting period.

(5) TDY Schoolss

Caurse locatim No, ot Students
MACV Recondo Nha Trang 16
AARTS Wing Tau 22
AH-1G Vung Tau 3
O-6A IP/SIP ng Tau 1
Signal Long Binh 54
JEST Republic of Philippines 9
PLL Long Binh 36
mdio-Visual Long Binh 8
Generator Tng Long Binh 54
NCR 500 Long Binh 2

Intelligence: The lst Infantry Divisim's area of operaticns starts
appmdmately 10 Jm north of Saigm, The division TAOI includes the major
portion of Binh Duang, scuthern Binh Long, westem Long Khanh, northem
Gia Dinh and northemn Bien Hoa Provinoss, This area, approximately 70
km east to weat and 55 km north to scuth, includes the major Camunist
infiltration routes to Saigm. The Saigm River on the west and the Dmg
Nal River on the east provide natural higtways for both friendly and enery
forces. BExoept for the large Michelin Ribber Plamtation in the nortirsest,
the northem section of the division's TAUL is mostly jungle terrain with
scutteredsettlmtsalmgwatem:ysamim]ormads Host of the popa-
lation lives in the central and southern portions of the TAOY. The iso-
lation of the eneny from this vulnerable zone is considered critical to the
ovarallwareffort Tha following section is an outline of the Enemy Order

of Battle.

(1) The strengths of enamy forces operating in the lst Infantry Divi-
sion TAOL ere estimated as follows:

Main Force Military Parsomel 2945
Iocal Farce and Guerrilla Persannal 1043
Total Estimated Carbat Strength 3988
Logistical Support Perscnnel 900
Total Strength (estimated) 4888

(2) The known rate of infiltration appsars to have been inadequate to
maintain eneny strength in the division TAOI. Hnom infiltration into the
area decreased during Auqust, qrte:bermect&erlsss. Bxact current
figures for infiltration into the 1lst Infantry Division TAOI are not known,
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(3) Specific reinforcements available fram cutside the division TAOX
are from the 1st, Sth, 7th and Sth Divisions. All units within the divisimn
TAOI can be expected to have artillery units in support.

(4) The accepted locatins of confimmed enemy units within the division
TAOI and along its peripherv are:

Carbat
Unit Strength Effectiveness Current Probable Locatiom
SR-1
101 rect 700 C/E Trapezoid/Michelin area
258 Regt 600 C/E Ho Bo/Boi loi area
Quyet Thang I & 200Marginal)C/e Filhol/Phu Hoa area
II Bns
8th Arty 200 C/E Ho Bo 'oods/Southem
Trapezoid
9th Arty Bn 130 C/E Southern Irapezoid
S5
Dong Nai Regt 800-900  C/E Sang Be Corridor/
Catcher's mitt
69 Arty Camd
96 :rty Rect 800 C/E
K33 2rty Bn 200 C/E N of Phuoc Vinh
X34 Arty an 200 C/E N of Tay Ninh City
K35 Arty Bn 200 C/E Iong Hguyen/Michelin area
74 Arty Regt 800 C/E Disrersed in Catcher's
Mitt, southem War
Zone D, Bien Hoa Pro-
vince area
local Force Units
C61 Ben Cat Co 40 C/E Dispersed along Thi ™inh
Piver
C62 Chien Thanh Co 40 C/LE ,SE of Chanh Iam
Cé3 Lai Thiau Co 40 Cc/C An Son/Lai Thieu arca
C64 Dau Tieng Co 100 C/E Michelin/MNorthem Trapo-
e~JuiG area
C65 Plm Quong City Flat 12 MC/E 2 Son area
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F % g Cabat
E Unit Strength Effectiveness Current Probable Locaticn
‘ C301 Tan Uyen Co 180 C/E SW Catcher's Mitt
C10 Qu Chi @ S Non~C/E Phu Hoa area
E 3 ’ C25 Cu hi Co 20 C/E Phu Hoa area
K 81st Rear Sexvice G 100-200 N/A War Zone C, larve portion
of SR-5, U~1 and Ba
3 oo Bien Province
‘3 83d Rear Service Gp 500-700 N/A Michelin, Trapezaid,
. B Saigin Fiver Corridor
41 (5) The accepted locations of confirmed enemy units considered avail-
= K able as reinforcaments are:
, ;" Carbat
3 ¢ nit Strength Effectiveness Current Probable Location
3 lst NVA Divisien 3250 C/E
Y5C Regt 1100 C/E XT3280
K 101D Regt 500~-890 C/E V15 Base area, War Zone C
S5th Camunist Division 4500
> 953 Regt 1100 C/E Northem Phuoc Long
Province
3 174 regt 1000 C/E N of Duc Phuong
E- 275 Reqgt 1100 C/E NE of Sang Be
: 7th NVA Division 4500 C/E
E 1000 C/E X06511
- 3 165 Regt 1200 C/E XU9016
5 209 Regt 1000 C/E XU6608
9th Camunist Division 4300 c/E
/A 271 Regt 1100 C/E Fishhook
272 Regt 1100 C/E War Zane C
88 Regt 1000 () Western Tay dJinh Province

(6) Dong Nai Regiment: The Dong Nai Reciment (INR) has been identi-
fied several times during the last three momths.

() On 2 Aaug 69, at XT883168, a rallier fram C1/K4 Battaliom, repcrted
that he was a bodyguard for Ut Thanh, the political officer of the K4 Bat-
talion, The rallier also reported that, at the end of June, the Cl Campany,
K¢ Battalion, left Ba Tao (vic XT8450) and moved to Suoi Loi (vic XT8030)
with tha rissicn of gperating near t'we Clahh' Iam area, On 5 Aug docuaments
taken from a KIA at vic xr878488 identified the K2 Battalion, INR, The
doament revealed that as of 30 Jul 69, the K2 Battalicn had 109 men
divided into a battalion headquarters, a signal platoon, a recon platom,
and four copanies (designated C5, C6, C7 and C8)., The mission of the
K2 Battalionwas to oonduct concentrated attacks in coordination with K1,
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K3 and K4 Battalions, on eneny positions believed to be in the Binh Duong
Provincial Carital Area, On 19 Aug, the Phu Chanh RF Campany received a
rallier vic XT861230 who identified the C22 Recon Canpmy, INR, and
reported that the C3/K3 Battalion, INR, would conduct operations in the
Lai Thieu area, He also reparted that the INR would move south into the
Lai Thieu area, and locate: the Kl Battalion, INR, in the Tan Uyen area,
th: X2 Battalion and two canwpanies of the K3 Battalion in the Lai Thieu
area, and the K4 Battalion in the Chanh Luu ~ Hoa Lol area. 2t XT919334,
o 26 Aug, a PW, identified as a menber of Cl Canpany, Kl Eattalon, DNR,
claimed that he was on a rice-gathering mission when captured. He
identified a base canp located at YT152344 for the last 1 1/2 years,
reported the strength of Cl at 70 men, and explained that the X1 Battalion
goes to Binh My to procure rice. n 31 Aug, a PW captured vic XT914434
identified the C6/K2 Battalion, INR, The PW reported the strength of the
K2 Battalion at 120 men, it8 location vic XT895415, and that the K2
cbtained rice fram Phuoc Hoa.

(b) On 3 Sep at XT893136, a rallier identified himself as a merber
of the Recon Co/Min, His mission was to recon a route from the Phu
Chanh area to Thu Duc in order to allaw the K2 Battalion, INR, to move
south safely. On 7 Sep, vic XI786305, a LCH received SA gromnd fire and
went down. A contact ensued with a total of five enemy KIA and five P4
foaund in a bunker, These PW identified the K4 Battaimn, INR, and reported
that their mission was to set up a forvard (® for the K4 Battalicon,

{c) A PW captured on 10 Oct at XT816395, was identified as the XD of
H) Campany, K4 Battalion, INR, He reported that the K4 Battzlion has a
strength of 230 men and was dispersed east of Higlway 13 and north of
Highway 301, On 14 Oct Chon Thanh District received a rallier who was
identified as a maxber of C4 Recon Campany/INR. The rallier reported a
basz cagp located at An Linh (XT'874533). lie also reported that the
unit's mission weg to reom all targets of the INR and that the suppart

es were to build bage camps vic XT6355 - XT'8557, On 27 Oct at
X1968286, elements of the 4/7 ARW Infantry Battalion led by a rallier
engaged an unknown nurber of NVA in a platoon-size base canp with SA fire.
The NVA returned. fire with SA/HG, then withdrew to the north and northeast.
The results of the contact were six NVA KIA and documents captured which
identified the recon platom of the Kl Battalion, INR.

(7) 101 Regiment: Fram August to October 1969, the 101 Regiment
was idencified in mmerous friendly initiatéed oontacts, but the regiment
was not involved in any large scale offensives,

(a) In August a major relocation of the 101 Regiment tick place. The
X1 Bettalion and Regimntal KO relocated to the Lang Ngupen Secret Zme;
the K2 Battalion relocatec to the Bal Lai Woods; and the K3 Battalion to
the Trapezoid. Regimental strength of the 101 was approxinately 700 men.
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Significant activity on 5 Aug resulted in 35 KIA and four PW who were
later identified »s members of the 101 Regiment. On 6 Aug, a PW captured
after a oontact resulting in 10 KIA, identified elemaats of the 101 Regiment,

(b) 1In September, varicus elements of the 101 Regiment again changed
their locations. The K1 Battalion was located east of the Michelin, the
K2 Battalion in the Boi Lol Woods and the K3 Battalion with the Regimental
HQ in the Trapezoid. Though the 101 Regt continued to avoid contact during
Septenber, it was identified in sewveral friendly initiated contacts. n 1
Sep, the 8th ARW Regt killed 18 enemy and captured one PW, who identified
the K1 Battalion, 101 Regiment, and reported that his unit was on a food
resupply mission. On 22 Sep, PBR killed 25 eneny swimming in the Saigon
River, who were later identified as members of the 101 Regiment. Documents
taken off a KIA stated that the K3 Battalion, 101 Regiment, was to cnduct
canbat operations while the rest of the regiment would be engaged in trans-
porting 10 metric tans of supplies.

(c) In October, the Regiment again changed its locctions., The Kl
Battalion, which was believed to be involved in transpart iag munitions
relocated to an area northeast and east of the Michelin, The K2 Battalian,
believed to be acting as a security force for SR-1 HQ, relocated to the
Trapezoid area, The K3 Battalion relocated to the area east of the
Michelin and is the only battalion believed to have a combat mission, On
13 Oct, 18 enaw were killed and documents identified elements of the 101
Regiment,

(8) Cl0 Cu Chi Local Force Campany. Although C10 was contacted only
once in the months of August, September, and Octdber 1969, it was identified
by PW and ralliers taken in the Phu Hoa Dong Village Seal 16-25 Sep., As
a result of the seal, the wnit is held with a strength of less than five
men, possibly ammed with 1 B40. There has been no contact with the unit
since the seal, but indications point to the possibility that the remainder
of C10 has carbined with the C25 Cu Chi Local Force Co, The wunit is held
in the Fhu Hoa area near Phu My Village (vic XT711183). As an independent
element, the unit is considered nonconbat effective at the present time,

(9) (€25 Cu Chi Local Force Company. (25 was contacted in the Phu Hoa
Dong Village Seal 16~25 Sép. Two B taken in the seal stated that C25 was
divided into two elaments: C25A and C258; each element has a strength of
10 men, The unit is held in the vicinity of Phu My (V) near Phu Hoa fxng
(vic XT711183). In a contact on 20 Oct 69, vic XT694178, the 3-82 Abn Bce
captured documents fram six KIA which identified the C25A and (25B units.
These documents were dated from March to Octaber 1969, and gave a list of
personalities in C25A and (25B. There are recent indicatians that Q25 may
be planning future attacks on tovns in the Phu Hoa area aid Phu Hoa Dong
Village,

(10) C6l Ben Cat Lccal Force Unit. (a) From August through October
1969, C61 and related Ben Cat elaments yield 20 ralliers and two PW. This
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represents about ane out of every 6-7 eneny that normally operate in the
MO of the Ben Cat District Committee, Such a large percentage of ralliers
mey be explained by effective Allied operations in the area, and by severe
hardships due to the lack of food ard supplies. The C61 and related units
yielded three ralliers during August. On 18 Aug, a female rallier from
the Finance Section of the Ben Cat District Camittee said the C61, C5, and
the Finance Section were located at Xu683366., She .ed Zllied elements to
a location where a large amourt of material was captured and 57 bunkers
ware destroyed. The ralliers said (61 and other conmunist elementsg werc
building new base camps vic XI'¢48393, 0On 25 aug, a rallier, 2n assistant

leader, reported a large weapons cache at XI'647393. On 30 aug,
another rallier from the CS reparted that his unit was located rear XT715~
367, but might move to X7648389. The C4 mortar platoon conducted several
mortar attacks against Ben Cat during the month.

(b) In September, there were five ralliers from Ben Cat units, n

22 Sep, ane rallier from the C3 Chot Lai Khe reported that his base camp
was located vic XI716337, Three members of Ben Cat units who rallied an
24 and 25 Sep near Than An Village were on rice resupply missions. They
reportad that the C61 base camp had been overrun by Allied forces and that
the unit was dispersed throughout its A0 in 3-4 men calls. Scveral docu-
ments ceptured during Septenber indicated the Ben Cat units would increase
their mining activities,

(¢) During October, there were 1l ralliers and two PW from various
Ben Cat units. The most important of these was a PW captured on 10 Oct,
who was a mamber of the Ben Cat District Camittee, He reported the locatiom
of C61, C5 and the Ben Cat District Committee at XT695360, XT686374 and
XT695383. The other PW and ralliers generally reported a similar picturc
of the status of the C6l and related elements, In this period before the
rice harvest, most of the Comunists are near starvation and have resortcd
to eating roots and leaves in order to survive. Morale is extremcly low,
ag the large number of ralliers indicates. Allied sweeps throughout the
€61 20 have forced sare elements north, to vic XI'6742, and west to Thi Tiih
vic XT6439. The strength of most units 'has been reduced, The C61, for
exanple, now has only about 40 men, half of whom are believed to be in-
capacitated from disease or starvation., As a result of Allied exploitatic:
of ralliers, several substantial caches were discovered in the arez, and
several base canps wexe overrun.

(11) C62 Local Force Company, The C62 has been identified only cnce
during the last three months, On 21 Sep 69, two ralliers at XT860230
reported that C62 was located vic XT846317. The strength of C62 is be-
tween 40-50 men who are working in coordination with two cowpanies of the
K4 Battalion, Dong Nai Regiment, in the Chanh Iuwu - Hoa Loi area,

(12) C63 local Force any. The C63 has not been cotacted since
axgust. On 10 Aug, at lal District (XT866055), five ralliers were
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received: one fomle oommo-liaicon goldier, one assistant niatoon leader

AT e lasies DU ataalTa e e I e I LS ’

ane platoon leader and two soldiers. On 11 Aug, at the Lai Thicu District,
a zallier identified himself as a squad leader of C63, He surrandered cne
82 mortar, one 6lmm mortar, two B40s, two K54s, ane ,38 cal pistol, two
.45 cal pistols, one PRC-25 and a quantity of documents. On 13 Aug, at

Lai Thieu District, a PW identified as a platoon leader of €63 stated that
C63 lost contact with Lai Thieu District HQ two months earlier, Since then,
C63 has remained out of contact. He stated that the K2 and K3 Bns, Dong
Nai. Regiment, withdrew fram Lai Thieu District approximately two months

ago. While in Lai Thieu District, K2 Battalicn suffered 20-30 KIA and K3
Battalion lost 60-70 men. Both the K2 Battalion and X3 Battalion are having
difficulties with food supplies.

(13) The C64 Dau Tieng District Unit. The C64 Local Force Company, with
the exception of a very knowledgeable rallier, avoided identifiable contact
during Augqust 1565, The unit is believed to have conducted mortar attacks n
the »au Tieng area, but no definite identification of the C64 doing so was
made. On 7 Aug, a rallier who was an administrative chief of the Dau Tieng
District Cammittee, reparted that the District HQ section and several sub-
ordinate units were located vic XT538566; the Cl Mobile Platoon vic XT546-
446; the C2 Platoon vic- XT506523; the BS Heavy Weapans Platoon vic XT505524;
and the B4 Female Mortar Platoon vic XT'506424. In September, the C64 avoiced
all identifiable contact., Sewveral agent reports located the unit south of
its nomal AQ in the Thanh An Village area. In October, there wxx: trree
ralliers fram the unit, On 7 Oct, a female rallier fram the B4 Female
mortar platoon indicated that the B4 had just received 10 new members, On
11 Oct, a rallier, who claimed to be a former CO of C64, reported that
there were 80 members of the unit near XT600490. A 15 Oct female rallier
fram the B4 unit reported that her unit had recently acquired 10 new members,
but scme were soon to be sent to Cambodia for an unspecified type of train-
ing while the rest waited vic XT488517,

(14) C65 Local Force Campany: The C65 has been identified several times
in the last three months, On 2 Sep 69, at XT814204, a rallier claiming to
be a medic, reported that SR-5 had assigned 12 NVA soldiers to the C65.
This was only a temporary nove, since they would retum to SR-5 as somn as
C65 could recruit l~cal personnel. On 4 Oct, the 1-4 Cav and the 794 FF
Co conducted an operation against a C65 base camp. Results were: six enemy
KIA and nine PW, of the C65 Local Force Cawpany. On 7 Oct at Phu Cumng,

a rallier reported that he was a squad leader in C65, and that in May the

wnit had received 12 NVA replacements. On 8 Oct at Cham Thanh District, a
rallier reported that there were only eight men left in €65, He also led

district forces to a weapan cache vic XT8222,

(15) C301 Tan Uyen Local Force Cawpany. The C301 was identified by a

rallier to the Bien Hoa Sub~Sector on 3 Oct 69. The rallier reparted that
the Tan Uyen Local Force Cawpany was operating with gquerrillas in Binh 4y,
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Binh 0o, Tan Uyen and Khanh Van Villages, with a total strencth of 100
mert, On 17 Oct, vic X1964235, the 464 RF Co arbushed 15 Communists result-
ing in five enay KIA and ane WIA, The PW reported that he was fram C301
Local Force Campany, which had a strencth of 150 men and a mission cf trans-
porting armunition across the Song Be River, It is pcssible that the C302
and C303 Tan Uyen Local Farce Componies, which haven't been identified since
Decerber 1968, mey have aumbined with C301 and are cperating in the Ten
Uyen aren,

(16) Rear Servioce Gragp 83:

(2) 2August 1969: PRear Service Group (RSG) 83 continued supply cpera-
tions during August, with the haaviest activity centered along the Saiomn
River near Ben Chua Hamlet (vic XT'5536). On 6 Aug, a rallier identified
himself 2s a forced laborer for RSG 83, The scurce rallied ot XT551365
auring a seal cf Ben Chua, Two detainees picked up at XT554363 on 24 RAur-,
alsc identified themselves as forcad lzborers working for RSG 83, A PW
coptured on 25 Aug at XT585371, identified his wnit ~s B3 Platcorn, [SG 83,
The last location of the unit knownto the source was vic XT575364, an 24
Alg. Doaments identifying PSG 83 or its subordinate elements were found
as follows: On 1 Aug at XTS64463; on 14 Aug at Xr658493 and XT594433: an
15 Mg at X0592432; on 24 g at xr636387; and an 25 Aug at XTS85371,

(b) September 1969: RSG 83 continued operations curing Septenber along
ﬂanzgm'uverOomdcrwitb&e;xmxymsaimofmpplymgenexytmits
in SR-1, parﬂa:larlyinﬁ\eTraneucidaxﬂBoltoiVbodsaxeas Activity was
heavxest along the river near Ben Chua Hamlet (vic ¥T5536), A PW captured on
218e3,1denufieihirself$aolatom1eadero£ﬁ\eC125h'arsportaum
Capany, FSG 83, The PW had bean wamnded on 19 Sep by a qunship and was
plcked wp at XT587387 curing a sweep, The scurce roperted that his unit
base camp was located vic XT'5739 in the Bau Nho Rubber Plantction area. He
was en route to Ben Chua for rice when wouded, and subsequently was cop-
tured, AralliermZ?Sep,BencmHamlet,mportedﬁmthewasanmber
of B3 Platocn, Cl Campany, RSG 83, and had helped trenspert rice from AT54535t
tc XT545364. His last rice missicn was on 30 Aug. On or about 1 Ser, his
wnit's base cawp was cverrun by Alliad forces, and he ramained with the Thanh
An Villace Guerrillas (vic XT546384) until he decided to rally. Docurents
<ent1£yxrg 2lements of FSG 83 were found as follows: On 6 Sep, at XT545350;
on 11 Sep at X1S42377; on 27 Sep in a base cawp at XT589393; on 29 Sep in
a base comp at Xr587373,

(c) Octoher 1969: RSG 83 continued supply operations during Octcber,

ing tc £in® new food sources ~nd supply routes to help alleviate the
critcalfoodsmrtagebeingsufferedbyeummﬁtsinsnvl. n 21 Oct,
a rallier identified his unit as the 3@ Platoon, (212 Tramsnortation Car
pany, RSG 83, mesqncaralhedtoprats\)oiwwtposta’xdmporteu
that the 70 cf his unit was in the Bol Lci area vic XT5234, (Ref: 1lst Cav Div
INTSIM #299). A PW capturec cn 23 Oct by 2-14/25th US Infantyy Divisicn
at XT643301, identified his unit a8 C2, RSG 83. He stated that his unit was
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located southwest of Bung Oong vic XT655315 (ref: 25th Inf Div INTSUM #297).
| Docurents identifying elaments of ISG 83 were found as follows: on 8 Oct
E 4 at XT557443; on 12 Oct at X1601499; on 16 Oct at XTG615484; an 16 Oct at
‘ XT610320; on 20 Oct at XT562355; on 21 Oct at XT813456; on 27 Oct at XT655-
ST 313; on 28 Oct at XT'621330; and on 30 Oct at XT635344,
|

(d) Other FSG identified during the month: RSG 81, 82 and 85 - docur-
mnts fond 8 Oct at XT557443; FSG 81 - documents found 8 Oct at XT958357;
R5G 82 -~ documents found 20 Oct at XT'562355; FSG 82 = docaments found
24 Oct at XT'634320; and FSG 50 ~ documents found 26 Oct at XT574355.

(17) 96th Artillery Regiment: The strength of the 96th Arty Regt is

approximataly 800 men and it continues to cperate in War Zone C. Each of

3 its three bns has a strength of approximetely 200 men. The rugiment is
expected to oontimue te rocket Tay Ninh, Lai Khe, Deu Tieng and Phuoc Vinh,

(2) During the reporting pericd, the 96th Arty Regiment relocated its
K34 Battalicn in July or August to the Tay Ninh area. The K34's missicn,
which had been tc rocket Lai Khe, was assued by the K35 nattalicn, ‘This
left the K35 Battalion with the dual mission of roczeting * both Dau Tierng
and Lai Khe.

(b) The K33 Battalion, which is believed to be located north of Phuoe
Vinh, ontinues to have the mission of rocketing that US base camp.

(c) Presently, K34 Battalion may be giving artillery suppart to wunits
in Tay Ninh Prcvince, end the K35 Bn may be giving artillery support to SR-1,

(18} 8&th Artillery Battalion:

(a) Since August 1969, there have been indications that the Sth Arty
Br. may have split into two wnits, CA and 8B, On 26 Auy, captured doauments
that SR-1 may heve formed an artillery regirment, oonsisting of
the D8, DS -and D10 battalions., On 27 ZAug, contact resulted in 15 enamy KA.
Captured docments identified the 8th Arty Battalion.

(b) On 4 Sep, there was an indicetion that the 8th Arty Dattalion may
have-been divided, A PW stated that the 84 and 8B units ha been forrmed,
that 88 wculd cperate in the Ben Cat and Deu Tieng Districts, and that 82
would cperate in the Ho Bo/Citadel aren,

(c) n 4 and 22 Oct, there were incdications from a PW and documents
that a 10th Arty Battalion had heen activiated, It is believed that the
10th Arty Battalicon is a possible ARA for the 8B Artillery unit which
11 operate in the scuthern Trapezoid area, It is also beliewed thot
8A unit will operate in the Ho Bo Woods/Citadel area.

(19) 9th Artillery Battalion: The 9th Arty Bn remained relatively
quiet from Aaqust to September 19€9, but was identified several times
during the month of Octcber. Doaments cyptured after a contact resulting
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in 14 enamy KIA on 28 Oct, identified the C7, C8 and C9 companies, 9th
Arty Battalion. It is believed that the 9th Arty Battalion, with a
strength of 130 men, will remain in the lower Trapezoid area and continue
its mission of rocketting Cu Chi and providing artillery support for SR-1
forces. The 9th Arty Battalion may be low on amumnition, forcing it to
remain relatively inactive until it receives supplies and replacements.

f, logistics:

(1) On 1 September 1969, additional emphasis was placed an property
accomtability and aoquiring authorization for property on-hand in excess
quantities. Major subordinate commanders were directed to perfom quarter-
ly supply inspections of all their assigned and attached units. Repcrts
of these inspections were forwarded to the ACofS, G3, for review. In
addition, the Supply Logistics Assistance Team (SLAT) began performing
semianmual inspections §f all property books in the division. Deficiencies
found in these inspections require a reply indicating actions taken to
correct these errors. The SLAT has continued to conduct inspections as
a part of the Anmial General Inspectians.

(2) For several weeks during Octcber, the 1st Infantry Division tested
an excess material tumn~in plan, The 1-26 Infantry was allowed to tum in
exmsmataialma'm-qwstiarasked"basistoﬁzelsts\pplyand
Transport Battalion yard in Di an. This was sucocessful and on 31 Oct 69,
it became a policy through-aut the 1st Infantry Division to accept excess
mate:rialt:mxedinmtmsbasiseadxmumdqto]stssryanhatmi
Khe, Di 2n or Dau Tieng. No property book credit is given, Accanpanying
tedmicalimpectiaamdlogbodcdoamxtsaredesimd,butmtmquir&i-
Units use organic transportation to deliver the items,

(3) Delivery of water by helicopter is under study. 3v 31 Oct 69,
each infantry battalion had been issued one hundred, 3-gallon bags with
which water can be safely Gropped to the gramd. D/1~4 Cav was issued
30 water bags.

(9 qualodingnﬁmeshmbemamtantdangertoanwradpersml
carriers, In order to protect crews fram exploding mnes under the surface
of APC, belly armor kits are being installed on M113 ammored persannel
carriers, As of 31 Oct 69, eight kits had been installed, New M113s are
beingissuedwiﬂzkitsmtanedmdadditiaxalldtsarebeing:mtalled
o low mileage vehicles first,

(5 In order to keep the maintenance of conbat vehicles at a high
level, the 1-16 Inf (Mach) has begun studying the possibility of having
their quarterly preventive maintenance services done while they are in
a field location, instead of bringing their wehicles back to a base canp.
So far the unit has accomplished the task satisfactorily on two wehicles,
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(6) A purchase account has been cpened to obtain supplies for the
health and welfare of male and female PW,

g. Organization: Several organizational changes tock place within
the 1st Infantry Division during the reporting period,

(1) The Hich Gear (Ground Sensor) Platoon, lst Military Intelligence
Detaclment, was attached to Headjuarters and Headquarters Battery, effective
%g aug 23, as directed by lst Infantry Division General Order Number 9793,

Rug 63,

(2) n 6 Oct 69, the 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry, was d=tached from
the 2d Brigade, 1st Infant:;y Division, as provided for in lst Infantry
Division General Order Number 12022, 7 Oct 69. Ist Infantry Division
General Order Number 12023, 7 Oct 69, directed the attachment of the 24
Battalion, 16th Infantry, to the 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Divisimn,

(3) The 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry, was detached fram the Ist
Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, by 1lst Infantry Divisian General Order
Number 12024, dated 7 Oct 69, and attached to the 3d Brigade, lst Infantry
Division, by 1st Infantry Division General Order Nurbexr 12025, 7 Oct 69.

(4) As directed by lst Infantry Division General Order Humber 12024,
dated 7 Oct 69, the 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry was detached from the 3d
Brigade, lst Infantry Division, and attached to the lst Brigade, lst
Infantry Division, by 1lst Infantry Division General Order Number 12025,

7 Oct 69.

(5) Co B, 2d Battalion, 34th Armor, was detached from the lst Battalionm,
16th Infantry Mech and attached to the 2d Battalion, 2d Infantry Mech,
20 Oct 69 by lst Infantry Division General Order Number 13861 and 13862,
respectively.

(6) As of 12 Oct 69, action on all requested MTOE changes was suspended
by USARV.

h. Pacification campaign:

(1) Pacification objectives: During the reporting period significant
gains were made toward the attainment of the pacification objectives in
the lst Infantry Division TAOR. The goals of the 1969 Accelerated Pacific-
ation Campaign (APC), Phase 11, were to have at least 90% of the population
living in A, B and C hamlets and 50% living in A and B hamlets by 31 Oct
69 (as determined by the Hamlet Evaluation System or HES Rating). At the
beginning of August, 96% lived in A, B and C hamlets and 40% lived in A and
B hamlets. These percentages continued to improve during September and by
31 October 69, 987 of the population was,living in A, B and C hamlets
and 75% in A and B hamlets.
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E 3 (2) Disposition of 'nits: During the reporting period, the
E 3 battalions of the 2d Brigade have been repcsitioned to the north,
3 leaving the security of tho villages and hamlets in Di An, Lai Thieu and
Chau Thanh to local forces, Southern Phu Hoa District, fomrerly in the
2d Brigade RO, was taken over by the 3-824 Airbhorme Brigade an 1 Oct 69,

(3} Territorial sscurity:

(8 ey activity during the past three months has been limited
to harassing actions, and terrorist snd propaganda activities., Sixteen
perscns ware assassinated, One of the prime targets of the enemy attacks
has heen the Pecples Self Defense Forces (PSIF); six of thoee people
killed were PSDF fenbers.

(b) The general decrease in enemy activity has resulted in a general
improvement of territorial security. Although several hamlets suffered
a securlty regression due to isolated mining, barbing, or terrorist in-
cidmt::i tha overall HES security status continued to irprove despite these
regressims,

{c) The HES rating is composed of a security portion and a developrent
portion) the ocorbination of the two gives the owverall HES rating for the
hamlet, It is possible for a hamlet to have an overall "C" rating and

: still be rated "D" in security. For example, all four hamlets in the
3 village of Phu Hoa Dong were xated "C" in August 1969, In September, a
3 succassful seal operation wag conducted, during which 56 eneny werc
either killed, czptured, or induced to rally. But, becamse of this in-
creased activity, the security rating of two Phu Hoa Dong Hamlets dropped
- to a D", Howaver, in Octcber the HES security ratings of these hemlets
B rose and now reflects their improved securitv status, The il8S ratings
B will oontinue to fluctuate in relation to enemy activity in the area,

dedthat thaadeatia do bk oy

- (4 Statws of RF/PF and PSIF:

A (a) There are 29 RF cocepanies and 118 PF platons cperating in the
lst Infantry Division TAOR. Currently all of these foroces are ammed with
the 5. rifle, These forces have the mission of providing local security
to the populace, Becase the local security of hamlets and villages is
critical to the pacification effort, the effectivences of each RF/PF unit
is also critical, Personal visits have been made to each District I to
determine the true status each FF cowpany and PF platoon. These visits
have determined that most PF cowpanies are rated marginal or adequate by
the district senior advisors. Each district has ane RF company which is
rated good or excallent and this company is usually the Ready Reaction
Force for the district, But even this company is still tied to its cxrpomd
at night, BRecause junior leaders are often weak and ineffective, each
ocwpany's performance is dependent on the ability and aggressiveness of the
capany comender, This lack of depth sericusly limits the effectiveness
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of these units, There are me or two cawanies rated inadequate, and this
rating was based primarily on the poor performance of the campany camander,

(b) Many PF platoons are considered to be equal to the best RF wnits.
Currently, there are 10 PF platoons in training and, by the end of Decem
ber, they will have beca assigned to various districts, Plans for the
future also include the use of one RF campany in each district as a quick~
reaction mobile force, cepable of cperating avay from its base for several
days.

(c) In an effort to train and upgrade RF/PF units, the lst Infantry
Division has conducted a series of conbined B - FF/PF operations, During
Ocuober alone there were 19 oombined cperations, They ensble ten RF ocome
Enia and nine PF platoons to gperate away fram their compounds giving

em valusble field experience and increased confidence in +heir mi litary
abilities,

(4 The Peoples Self-Defense Force (PSDF) continued to grow, At
the close of Octcber, there were approximately 32,000 people organizad
inte units; 20,000 were trained and 5,600 were armed, Although 60% of
the PSDF have been trained, they have received only limited instruction
in military and political subjects. Weezpons training has consisted of
only short instruction periods followed by firing 20~30 rounds on the
range for familiarization, During the reporting period there have been
saveral PSDF raliies held for the purpose of instilling more vitality
into the PSIF program, Althouch the PSIF are rudimentary militia used
strictly for hamlet self-defense, if enployed properly as a supplement
to RF/PF units, they can make valuzble oontributions to the security of
the local population,

(5) Future precblem aress: During Octcber a proposal was made by
the Binh Duong Province Chief to move the hamlet of Ben Chua (Thanh 2n
Village) in Trl Tam District to the north near Ben Tranh Hamlet, Once
in a more secure area, it would then be possible to improve Ben Chua's
low HES rating, But this viclates the GWN policy of "tzking the govern-
ment to the pecple.” Opposition has already been voiced by the IIT
Corps CORDS Refugee Camittee; such an operation would add more than
1,500 pecple to the relief rolls, Also, scme progress hes been made in
v.xpgradingﬂxefmxham]etsinmammwuageoverﬁxepastmree
wonths, Moreover, the effort involved in such a movement would be goeat
mdthemifselfwmldbemad!d.ssimtomepeoplethatﬁxegwem-
ment cannot protect them,

(6) sStatistical sumary: The following is a statistical summary
of the pacification of hamlets within the TAOI during the reporting
period,
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District ¥ ¢ DE ¥ ol
: Lai Thieu 29,070 8,081 37,152 ;
Chau Thanh 83,545 29,292 112,837 3
Ben Cat 7,405 19,391 26, 796 :
: Tri Tam 4,707 4,661 1,382 3,42 14 191

Phu Giao 612 6,329 6, ‘941

fhu Hoa 23,691 24, "692

fan tyen 13,932 3,308 35, 240

ol m 29,668 10,215 39,883

Total 168,940 104,968 1,382 3,441 278, 731

Population in 2, B and C = 98,38,
Population in A and B = 60,38,

(b) As of 30 Sep 692

axdidaate s

pistrict AB c DE e Total
Lai Thieu 20,771 17,212 37,983
3 Chan Thanh 19,919 20,918 112,837
Ben Cat 14,080 12,716 26,796
Tri Tam 9,372 1,190 1,428 2,652 14,642
Phu Hoa 24,691 24,691
Thu Glao 612 5,659 6,271
Tan Uyen 12,776 3,628 15,404
E 3 Di An 30,041 10,407 40,448
- Total 197,571 96,421 1,428 2,652 280,072
3 icn in A,. B and C = 98.6%,
-3 qum.ﬁ.minAandB = 64.1%, .
(c) As of 31 Oct €9:
] District ix] ¢ DE K Total.
: Lai Thieu 36,604 1,023 37,627
4 Chau Thanh 101,850 12,066 113,916
. 3 Ben Cat 11,777 15,019 26,796
: Tei Tam 9,372 1,190 1,418 2,652 14,632
: 2hu Hoa 7611 16,341 23,952
4 Phu Giao "612 5,659 6,271
Tan Uyen 13,421 2,983 - 16,404
3 Di An 30,041 10,407 20,448
Total 211,288 64,688 1,418 2,652 280,046
2
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Population in A, B and C'= 98.5%..
Population in A and 3 = 75,4%,

i.
(1

Psychological operatitms (PSYOP).
Paychological operations during the reporting period were zimed

at fiw main target groups:

(2
(b)
(c)
(@
(e)
(2)

were disseminated and 889:42 hours of loudspeaker broadcast were employed

Clvilians

Families of local Comumnists (W),

Camamist (V) querrilles and VCI,

Iocal orce wnits,

NVA,.

From August to Octdber 1969, a total of 14,875,180 leaflets

in support of the division, The following is a breadom, by unit, of
support operatins:

mitﬂ Teaflsts Broadcast Time
1st Bde 3,366,400 200:00 hrs
23 Bde 5,735,380 427:32 hrs
3d Bde 5,773,400 262:10 hrs
Total 14,875,180 889:42 hrs

(3) During the reparting period total monthly missins increased
from 729 in Auqust, 2153 in Septamber to 2711 in October, The number
of aerial broadcast Hours wes 2lso increased fram 32 in Puoust, 68 in

te 164 in Octcher. During this same period, the percent of

ralliers who heard broadcasts and saw leaflets increased from 528 in

Mgust,

60% in Septerber to 91% in Octcbaer.

(4) The recent recrganization of the PSYOP section in the division
has resulted in a more accurate development of propaganda material tar-

geted agairst
G3 perscmel, enamy vulnersbility has been more accurately deter-

mined and more responsive PSYOP support for tactical operations has been
possible, Aixbome and ground

G2 ;nd

specific enemy units, Working in close cocrdination with

broadcast systems have been

d loudspeaker
wsed daily, incorporating such themes as "Chieu Hoi," "Family Appeal”
and ."Fear of Allied Power,® 1In the fleld, ralliers are encouraged to

meke

forces ontime to increisd théir pressure on the enemy and his logistical

to their fomer camrades to surrender. As Allied
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system, Camunist morale will continue to fall and individual enemy so)-
diers will became increasingly vulnerable to such appeals.

j. CQvic action/civil affairs:

(1) During the past three months, 2,168 man days (10 hours per day)
were devoted to civil affuirs/civic action activities. Surplus or sal-
vage military supplies dmated for civic action projects were valued at
1,000,000 $UN, Voluntary contributions totaled 531,000 $UN, and
1,500.000 $WN were used from the AIK Civic Action/PSYOP Furd for civic
acticn projects. Generally, resources and monctary support were used an
educational and social welfare projects while the remaining funds and
resources were used on economic development and transportation improve-
ments,

(2) Thirtyesix schools, 18 hospitals (dispensaries), and 14 cxphan-
ages were assisted during the reporting period.

(3) Completed construction projects included nine dwellings rebuilt,
20 kilemeters of roads upcraded, three pagodas repaired, six dispensaries
built or repaired, 10 schools built, four bridges constructed and 10
fences erected.

(4) There were 60 PEnglish classes attended by 3,600 students, 60
RF/PF medics carpleted a 6-week first-aid traininag program, and 3,000
school children were taken on trips to the Saigon 200. There were -i25
MEDCPAP conducted, during which 30,123 natients were treatcd.

(5) Commodities distributed for self-heln construction nrojects
includad 48,000 lbs of cement, 909 sheets of tin, 24,000 bd £t of lunber
75 gallons of maint, 20,000 school kits, 75,000 1bs of food and 17,000
Ibs of clothing,

(6) A tynical civic action cperation was the program to support the
seal of Phu Hoa Dong Villace (1626 Sep 69). For 11 davs the villasers
were cenerally confined to ane of the four hamlets, During that neriod,
the 24 Brigade S5 supervised the serving of 2,200 noon meals per day for
three days, 1,550 kilos of rice for three ncon meals, and 500 gallmms
of water per day, Items distributed included 72 gallms of cocking cil,
16 bags of flour, four bags of meal, 475 schocl kits, 3,200 bars cof scap
2,152 dental kits, and 50 patrictism'ki4s. Entertainment for the vil-
lacers included 15 hours of films, 16 hours of band music, twe hours
of magician shovs, three trips to the Saigm Zoo (for 136 children),
and a lottery in which nine pigs were qdiven away. Building materials
given to the Phu Hoa District Chief to repair hames damaged in the ficht-
ing included 351 gheets of tin, 101 sheets of plyvood, 93 pieces of
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luber, and nine sheets of plastic roofing. These activities contri-
buted greatly to the favorable attitude of the villagers during the

45

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AUTR-TMEIN 1 Deceambar 19A0

SUBJECT: Operational Report of lst Infantry Division for Pericd
Ending 31 October 1969, TCS CSFOR-G5 (P2) U}

2, (C) LESSON LEARNED: Commauder's Obsexvations, Evaluations and
Recommendations.

a. Persannel: position vacancies for promotion.

3 anibernnds

(1) OBSETVATIN: Promoticns amona the lower enlisted personnel have
improved considerably, but are still limited.

(2) EVALUM'IN: The required overstrencth of personnel ir grades
E~3 and E~4 precludes contimual position vacancies ("cumlative vacancies")
required for promotion allocations.,

(3) PFECOMMENDATION: Personnel required as overstrencth to verfomm
unit missions should not be considered when determininy camlative
vacancies,

- addbatd.

b. Intelligence.
(1) Intelligence in search an® seal operations,

(a) OBSERVATION: Theorouch intelligence operation planning prior to
the establishment of a village seal is essential to the rapid gathering,
dissemination and exploitation of intelligence.

(b) EVALUNTION: The fact that village seal operations nommally ere
jeint efforts cmsisting of US, ZRWN, RF/PF anc National Police (NP)
elements, emphasizes the need for close cooperation to insuwre timeliness
and minimize duplication of 2ffort. The desirability of deploying a very
large, cabined interrocation effort at the beginning of a village seal
should not be minimized since the greatest number of personnel are usu-
ally detained at the beginning of a seal, Lack of adequate rescurces
causes confusion, compromises the value of shiock effect, reduces the
timeliness of information and wmneoessarily inccnveniences and alienztes
those innccent civilians detained.

(c) TREOOMENDATION: Because of the large nurber of personnel detained
tmrinq a village seal, pooling of interrocgation rescuraes and locating
them in the vicinity of the camand and control element is desirable.

Care rust also be taken that infcrmation is distributed concurrently to
all participating elements. A joint intelligence center should be orcan-
ized to maintain a log of all individuals detained in the fomm of an

ical card file, conduct rapid initial interrocatiom to gain infor-
mation of immediate tactical value and categorize detainees as PW, rallier,
civil defendant or imocent civilian, and tc¢ conduct in-depth or follcw—xp
interrogation. A CIAP screening against bhliacklists is necessary doring
this step.
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(2) Use of I'W (interrogation prisoner of war) teams during village

(a) OBSERVATION: F¥ and ralliers have knovledge that must be explolted
immediately in order to be wseful,

(b) EVALUATION: ARW and US IPW teams should operate together and
wrk with the search units from centralized locations. The establishrent
of one clearing office can greatly facilitate the collectimn and dissemd-
nation of captured data.

() REOOMMENDRTION: US/ARWN IPW teams should operate a central

interrogation facility and be ready to send out mobile IPW teams to units
involved in the seal,

(3) IPW teams at FSB.

(a) OBSERVATION: Ralliers and PW are interrogated as quickly and
capletsly as possible.

(b) EVALUATION: Intelligence concerning eneny units is acted upon
before the enemy unit has a chance to move. The presence of an PW
team at the FSPB will sveed w the interrogation process.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: IP™ teaw should be kept at FSB whenever nos-
z3ble to speed wp the exploitation of certain types of tactical intelli-
genca.

(4) FExploitation of ralliers,

(a) OBSERVATION: Rallier exploitation in the form of interromation
folloved by detailed, systematic search of areas pointed out by ralliers
has enabled lst Infantry Division units to uncover mamy large caches.

(b) EVALUATION: The key to sucoessful exploitation of ralljers is
detailed interrogation conducted prior to any attempt to move with the
rallier into the area of his reported caches, Other informatiom is
available fram ralliers in addition to the location of forces and suply
caches, Informmation as to future plans of the unit as well as strength
and disposition of forces can be effectively exploited after being sub-
stantiated. Palliers are often disorientsd initially upon arrival at
a mit's location. An aerial VR, oconducted with an interpreter and
interrogator have mroved effective in orienting the rallier on the ground,

(c) FECOMMENDETION: Units should insure that sufficient time is
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gpent interrogating and orientina the rallier before attempting to exploit
his information. The additional time spent will reduce the possibility
of the rallier hecaming disoriented and lost.

(5) BEmwployment of ralliers,

. (2) CBSEWATIN: The enemy is often familiar only with the terrain
in the immediate vicinity of base camps, caches, or routes of ingress and
ms.

(b) EVALUATIN: Ralliers employed as quides to lead US personnel to
base camps or caches often become campletely disoriented in heawy jungle.

(c) FRECOMMENDATION: Commanders should try to orient ralliers in rela-
tion to a main trail, stream or other terrain feature.

(6) Sensor fields.

(a) CBSEFVATION: During the reporting period the Ist Infantry Divi-
sion continued menitoring sensors. Areas of qreatest interest were known
eneny sunply and infiltration routes.

(b) EVALUATION: The senscrs have provided valuable information in
detectirg enemy nmovements as well as enhancing base camo security. 2Also,
they have provided a better and more profiteble artillery cowerage of
specific areas within the T70I,

(c) RECOMMENDATI(N: It is rcoommended that the division utilize
more senscrs in the futwre. Their emplovment gives gocd coverage of
specific areas of the A0 and assists comanders when econaw of foree is
critical, BAlsn, senscr fields used in omjunction with radar devices
provide mutual support as well as A enfimmation of enemy movements,
Radar sidhtings yield a direction of mcvament which is important in
dstecting established trends and for destroving the enery.

(7) lymy aviatica intelligence reporting procecures,
(a) OBSEPVATION: The results of Nighthask and Lighthorse cperaticns

are reported to the supported unit as contacts of possible intelligence
valwe occur, These repcrts are then relayed to ACofS, G2,

(b) EVALUATION: Pesults of Nichthawk and lichthorse cperations
repcerted by the pilots while they are still flving and immediately after
the cntact are often setchy and lacking in essential detail. Facts and
figures tend tc be inacourate until the pilots have had a chance to digest
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nd reconstruct exactly what occurred,

(c) KEOOMENDITIN: The battalion 32 should debrief the pllots
and crar after they have landed, The results of these briefinos will
then be forwarded to G2 Air for udate of the inflicht spot reports.

c. Operations,

(1) Squid operations.

(2) OBSEIVATIN: 2n innowvation in operaticnal techniques was developed
during the reporting pericd, The Squid, a waterborne Eagle Flight, was
erployed to provide reccnnaissance and limited area search of river and
stream banks.

(b) EVALUNTION: In Auqust 1969, the 2-18 Int acpired four 18' ski
boats with 25 HP cutbcard motars capable cf safely transpcrting six to eight
fully eqtupped men. These were emploved to transport 2 platoon on the
watexrwz 's in Phu Hoa District, allowing them fregquent and limited searches
and reoons of areas otherwise inaccessible except by air. The technique
proved very successful in that it permitted the wnit to cover a large area
in a short span cf time,

(c) TECOMMENIV.TION: Consideration should be given to the future use
of ski hoats an squid —peraticns in suitable cperaticnal areas.

(2) Pericds of enemy moverent.,

(a) OBSERVATI(N: Enemy moverent in the 1lst Infentry Division T7OR
is no longar limited to those hocurs of darkness nommally associated with
ambush cperations. It has been fcund that small groups of enemy move mest
often betwsen 0630 - 0830 and 1700 - 2000, Enoagercnts with such small
groups have ccourred as early as 1600.

(b) EVALUATION: This new pattern >f eneciy mowement has occurred
for two reasnns. US/GWN forces have hebitually conducted ambushes cur-
ing pericds of darkness only, and withdrow such ambushes at first
light. Also, lack cf food has caused the eneny to became less cauticus
in his efforts tc resupply his forces.

(c) FEOOMMENDATION- US ambush forces must adjust to the new pattern
of mewement. Ambush patrols should depart well before darkness., n over-
watch positicn with cbservation of the embush site may be occoupied durino
daylicht hcurs. After dark, the ambush patrol then occupies the antush
site. The ambush vatrcl remains in position until 0830, If contacts and
sightings diminish noticeably after using this technique over a period of
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time, ambush patrols can again adjust their timing.
(3) Enemy attacks during aerial resumply.

(a) OBSETVATION: The eneny harass or mortar an element receiving
aerial resupply, generally when the aircreft is caming in for the seomd
sortie,

(b) EVAIUNTION: The enemy cbserves the route used by the first sor-
tie in and cut of the resupply LZ and knows that US perscnnel may bunch
up in the rrocess of distributing supplies fram the first sortie. He
can fire on the troops and aircraft more effectively after the aircraft
cempletes the first scrtie.

(c) FEOOMENDATIN: If possible, platocns shculd be resupplied
separately to nrevent bunching up and to shorten the time at the resupply
1X. The cromander of the element being resupplied should have the resuo-
g;.‘}él alrcraft uwse a different raute in and out of the resupply 12 for

sortie,

(4) Fneny base canp utilization,

(a) COBSERVATION: FBEquipment, documents and cther evidence of recccu-
pation have been found in eneny base comps recently destroyed by US/GW
forces. Information from a rallier indicates that he was instructed by
his comender to leave the base cawp & ng the time US/GW forces oper-
atecflinﬁmeaxea,mdthe'xzemmmdrebtﬁ.ldittpmthe@armxeof
5 forces,

(b) EVALUATI(N: The eneny has learned from experience that once an
area hzg been searched and friendly forces depart that area (base canps,
ete.), US/GWN forees seldam return to the site., To tr-ke advantage of
this tactic, stay-behind anbushes in base camps have proved effective,
Ceneentrations of artillery are also used on destroyed base camps, The
sare tactic has proved successful in ™N sites recently vacated by US
wmits,

(c) FOOMENDATIN: Omnsideration should be given to leaving a base
canp area after the first search, remaining away for several davs, and
then returning to the hase caps wexnectedly for apcther search.

(5} locating emeny caches.

(a) OBSERVATION: American infantry units frequently miss valv:ble
cxpertimities to cut intc the eneny's supply systom simply because they
@ not recognize the signs and locaticns of these hidden storasge aress.,
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(b) EVALUATION: There has hecen a cntinuing dependency on ralliers
to unoover their former cache sites and bunker cawplexes, If the ZAmerican
infantryman will take his time and make a more thorough search, beinc
careful to read all signs, he will tum up more significant firds. All
old and destroyed bunkers must be checked sipce the eneny uses these es
storage areas, Use of bambco probes and miné sweepers has revealed
several hidden caches in the wallis of otherwise enpty enplacements,

(c) FECOMINDATION: US patrolling elements should carry devices
such as banboo poles to chedc for hidden bunkers, tunnel passages and
caches, The enployment of mine detectors should also be omsiderad by
the camander

(6) Brployment of Nichthawk gunships,

(a) OBSERVATION: With the capability of chserving and engagine
nidght targets, Nighthavk has proved itself to be extremely effective.
Althouwsh flown at critical altitudes and airspeeds, the relative safety
of the operation is enhanced by flyimandchtectimtazgetswhile om=
pletely blacked out. This cmntrzsts creatly with Firefly, which depends

on vhite-licht searchlichts to spot tarqew for the Light Fire Team.

(b) EVALUATI(N: The Firefly has two major disadvantaces wiich have
been eliminated in the Nighthawk cperation, First, the Firefly has
Hrdited target engagement capability, and second, during the search phase
of the operation, white licht must be used Whldl gives away the Firefly's
locatian.

(c) PECOMMENDATION: Nichthak aircraft should continue to be utilized
in place of the Firefly for nicht VR and cambat cperations (see also Incl
13, 1st Inf Div Cir 525-8, "Utilization of Nighthawk").

(7) ‘“Lichthorse" helicopter team,

(2) OBSERVATION: The Lighthorse helicopter team has been cperatiry
since the first part of September 1969 (see Incl 13, 1st Inf Div Gir 525-7,
"Utilization of Lighthorse").

(b) EVALUATION: Lichthorse has proved itself to be an effective
small scale air cavalry cperaticn., By placing Lichthorse aviation assets
CPCIN to a brigade. the ground commender is able to provide a certain degree
of air mebility to his organic ground elements.

(c) FECOMMENDATION: The Lighthorse concept shovld be cxntdnvcd oan a

reqular basis. Such a divisin~allccated task foroe is extremely effec-
tive in supporting small unit cperatims.
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{8) Coamend and omtrol aireraft,

(a) OBSERVATION: The ideal situation is to have a UHID C&C heli~
oapter ontaining the battalion caowender, the S3 and the artillery INO
cver a omtact area. In many instances these assets are not avatlable.
wm,mx.mumumwmmanmm

a L,

(b) EVALUATION: Artillerv, TAC Alr, Amy aviation, ground units,
res\pp],ymmdicalevaamimmtbamdhmted 'mebatmnmm
mander's assets include a LOH equipped with cne ™ and one WHF radio.
Commnications are ontrolled as follows: TAC Alr and 2rmy aviation are
oontrolled wsing a cwmon (HF frequency. Artillery is onordinated (but
not adjustad) using the battalion comand net, The artillery INO in the
TOC then provides cuidance to his forward cheervers accordingly. The
TOC immadiately puts a radio on the frequency of the compay in ontact.
This permits the battalien to mmitor both resupply and medical evacua-
tion requirements, By having an S 4 representative in the TOC,these
requirements can be quickly fulfilled. 'l'hecmpanyincmtactshqzly
submits its request for dispatch of needed suppcrt cver the battalion conr-
mand net, Once dispatched, the ships are controlled on the battalion
adnin/log net. Reports are rendered and additional assets are requested
from tha TOC. The TOC does not transmit an the cawpany frequency. This
system reduces traffic on the battalion camend net, pemits full and
closely coordinated use of all asscts, and allows the battalion commender
to control his ground elements.

(c) FPEOOMENDNTION: One LOH equipped with FM and WHF should be
mmmmwstauamlqedvﬂma THID CiC aircraft is not

(9) Use of PSYP aircxaft,

(2) OBSERVATION: ml:lmﬁierepordn; period a 500 watt spezker
svstem for I(H aircraft has been developed and given to each brigade for

use in sapport of brigale gpuratiens,

(b) EVALUATION: It has been famd that ¢ - to the lack of sufficdent
aircraft, division G 5 PSYOP suryport is mtahuayssuffider-ttoneetthe
required quick reaction needs. The brigade L(H sperker svstem which has
this capsbility can be utilized to fulfill ﬁmeteqtﬂ.mmts The sys-
tem can also be usad in support of plannad PSYCP missions on a regular
basis, Giving each brigade cntrol of their own speaker asscts greatly
expands the flexibility of the PSY(P ffort,
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(c) FECOMMENDNTION: Bricades should adopt and whenever possible use
the UWOH speaker system to fulfill quick reaction PSYO? missions.

(10) Light observation he:licopter tactics.

(a) OBSERVATION: During the past sixty days three OH-6A soout air-
craft have becen shot down.

(b) FVALUATI(N: Slaw airspeed is the primery cause of concentrated
enemy fire on soout aircraft,

(c) RECOMMENDATIN: ICH socout pilots recocnize the fact that as
airsreed is decreased, their aircraf. are nore vulnersble to ground fire.
This necessitates A varying natterm of search and a fluctuation of air-
speed to meet mission requirements. Suwgested minimum airspeed is fifty- :
five knots.

(11) PRadar quided anti-aircraft weapons,

(2) OBSERVATION: On numerous cccasions Aurinc the period, nilots
have heard a huzzing sound over their MM radios that micht have been
enany radar cuided anti-aircraft wezpans tracking their location.

(h) EVZLUNTIN: mhile divisional aircraft hove experienced no
actual hits in oconjunction with these phenarena, the possibility of radar
guided air defens¢ wezpms cannot be discounted.

(c) TEOOMMENDATI(N: Pilots should be instructed on repcrting prooc-
dures and evasive tactics used when they enonmnter this situation., Initial
orientation for all flicht perscnnel must include these instiuctims.

(12) Trip flares in the defense.

(2) OBSERVATION: It has been found that when trip flares are empleoed
v311 beyand the defensive wire (100-150 meters), the reomnaissance unit
of the enenv force often trips a flare, prov:.dmg several hours waming
of an impending attack., This in itse)f often confuses the eremy and foroes
him to change his attack plans. ‘The emplacement of trip flz-s and the
fire support plan (DEFTARS) in particular should be closely coordinated.

(b) RECCMMINDATION: Trip flares used in the defense by fire suppcrt
bases and nicht defensive positins shculd be emplaced beyond the cater
wirs,

(13) Booby trapped areas.
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(a) OBSEWATIN: The enemy quite often emplaces his bochy traps in
areas of he-vy vegetation where they are extremely hard to detect.

(b) EVALUATION: US perscnnel, when moving throwh a heavily vece-
tated area that is booby trapped, quite often tske casualties fram bodwy
trz s they fail to detect.

(c) FEOOMEXNDATION: Claymores, bangalore tcrpedoes, and artillery
fire can be used to clear paths thraaxvh an area which the commander sus-
pects of baing bochy: trapped. In the 1-4 Cav, cannister rounds fram
tank canhon have also proved extremely effective,

(14) Decepticn plans for seal cperations.

(a) CBSERVATION: A careful plan of deception insures the success of
the seal by kecping the encmy off balance.

(b) EVALUATION: 2Although ths enemy may be aware of the intensive GUN-
ARWN-US plamning efforts and any sicnificant chances in Allied force density,

an imaginative deception plan may prevent the enemy from takine protective

measures or fleeing from the target area. Such deception plans are limited
anly by the imagination of the commander and his staff; in any case, decep~

tion measures should make use of existing pattermms of activity tc meke the
pla credible to the enemy.

(c) FEOOMMENDATION: Commands planning a seal operation should employ
a_axprehensive deoeption plan., 'I&nsmayincluda fake crders or trans-
misaions, temporary troop ooncentraticns in areas away from the projected
mmdnﬂcmg cocordination with local villace acencies as late as poe-

(15) Conduct of village seals at nicht,

(a) OBSERVATION: Special methnds are necessary to keep the seal
effoctive at nicht when visibility is limited.

(b) PVALUMIION: In order to increase the effectiveness of the seal,
nicht illuminaticn and nicht viewine devices are needed tc detect enary
movament, Perimeter troops must be vigilant at night and be prepered to
dfend both sides of the perimeter.

(c) FECOMMENDMTION: Oontinuoue nicht illumination from flare ships
and artillery wnits should be plamed for and used, Radar and infrared
devices are mcre effective when used on towers and in conjuncbion with
trained snipers. Commenders should have sufficient forces to conduct dey-
licht recomnaissance, to allow a portion of the force to rest durine the
day, and to oonduct hicht anbushes cutside of the perimeter, Carefully
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spaced 34 man positions shouid be ready to defend both sides of the
perimeter. It should be noted that intense night illumnation often
interferes with night scanning devices,

(16) Mine sweeping,

(a) OBSERVATION: Mines are generally located on the same sectimn
of road time after time,

(b) EVALUATION: Most mines are not being located with mine detec-
tors, but are found visually. Even when found visually, detectors fre-
quently fail to show a reading over the mine.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Since most mines are found visually, the same
personnel should be used on the same road section each day to increase
faniliarity with the area and enhance the detection of any change. In
addition, the sweep team should carefully remove all foreign matter fram
the road, 014 pieces of board, bamboo, straw, etc,, are used both as
mine marlers and to conceal slapstick detonators.

(17) Ski boat loading.
(a) CBSERVATION: Ski boat loading should be kept to a minimum.

(b) EVALUATION: Ski hoats (Kenner ki Barges) are constructed with
a very shallow side board and bow section. The more persannel and equip-
ment loaded into thes~ boats, the lower they sit in the water, making it
easier for water to come over the side boards. With a large percentage
of the weight in the front, the bow tends to plow into waves and taxe
on water instead of riding over the waves.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Not more than nine men, perferably eight, and

their equipment should be put in these boats at any ane time., All per-
sonnel and equipment should stay as far to the rear as possible,

(18) Qutting landing zones.

(2) OBSERVATION: 12 cutting cperations raguiire special preparation,

(b) EVALUATION: In the lst Infantyy Division it was often neces-
sary for the LZ team to be inserted by means of a ladder fram a hovering
Chinook. To efficiently cut 5-ship 12 it often required more than ne
day. The effectiveness of bangalore torpedoes in brush clearing to =xpose
the larger trees to the chain saws or demolitior should be emphasized.
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(c) RECOMMENDATION: All enginear platoons should be trained on
the assault ladder. A minimum of 12 chain saws are required per teem
becauwse of the high deadline rate. Troops should be given added training
on the proper use of chain saws. Two Chinooks are required for initial
inserticn; one to carry personnel, the seoond for the 12 kit, Sufficient
quantity and variety of Gemolitions should be availsble so a resupply
can be effected aftex the leader of the L2 team analyzes the 12 and tailwe
his demo.#upply request to fit the situation. A Chinock should be avail-
able to fly th¢ damo wesupply two hours after the request is received.
Close coordination is essential between the security and the 12 teams for
maximom >fficiency and safety. A chain saw mechanic is absolutely ncoss-
saxy.

(19) Offensive Rama plow operations.

(2) OBSERVATION: Rome plows have proved to be very effective offen-
sive wezpons. In addition to their effectiveness in uncovering and
destroying enemy base canps, the Rome plows are capable of isolating
eneny forces encountered during 1and clearing cperations.

(b) EVALIATION: Reme plows can be used effectively for clearing
largeareasinordertodmyﬁxeermyﬂxecmcea]nentvitaltohisfree
movement and maintenance of his base canp areas. Large nutbers of Rome
plows such as those used for land clearing cperations, are not rvequired
to accomplish the task of cutting high speed approazhes for mechanized
forces to ontact areas, exposing and destroving base caps and fortiifed
positions or isolating enemy forces encountered. As few as six Rme
plows with a mechanized foroe are sufficient. Upon encountaring an
encny force during cutting cperations, the Fome plows begin cutting a
swath around the force with the accompanying security force outpesting the
area cleared until the entire area of octact is isolated by an open cut.
Additional cuts are made, either sectioning off the uncut area or reducing
the sire of the uncut area by widening the initial cut around the isolated
area, As the isolatad area i1s reduced in size enemy forces have the choice
ofattatpﬁngtobmkﬂ\mmﬂxefcrcesoutpostimﬂeperimﬁerofthe
cut or remaining in the area to be déstroyed.

(c) FECOMMENDRTION: Rora plows should be used in cordungticn with
a mochanized foros. Such foroes provide a more effective xpaction force
and take best advantage of high approaches cleaxed by Rome plows.
Infantry forces cen provide ty by having personnel accompanying each
Rome plow, but a acbile force is required to react to contacts made during
cutting operations.
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d. Organization.
(1) Medical "“Go Teams."

(a) OBSERVATION: ‘There exists a definite need for a fast, carpetent,
sustzined and mobile medical treatment unit in cambat divisions,

(b) EVALURTION: The lst Medical Battalion has developed a "Go Team,"
This team cansists of one medical corps officer and four enlisted medical
persannel, This team has pre-packed medical equipment and can be dispatched
to any point within the 1lst Infantry Division A0 with 10 minutes notice.

The team can supplement or conpletely take over a battalion aid station,
thus providing the highly mobile, competent medical care required to meet
ay cmergency.

(c) TRECOMENDATION: This concept of "Go Teams" should be considered
for use throuwghout Vietnam,

(2) Maobile dental teams.,

(a) OBSERVATION: Unlike medical care which is available at all divi-
sion fire suppart bases, dental care is only availzble at division base E
camps. 3

(b) EVALUATION: The 257th Medical Detachment (Dental) in conjunction
with the lst Medical Battalion has formed a Mobile Dental Team, This team,
omsisting of one dental ooips officer and one enlisted dental technician,
travels from one division fire support base to another, This team has
pre-packed equipment  airlifted by medical evacuation heliccpters. This
omncept is in accordance with the 1st Medical Battalion principle of

bringing treatment to the patient ihstead of the patient to the treatment.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: This ccncept of a Mobile Dental Team should be
: considered for use throughout Vietnam,

(3) Military police strength,
(a) OBSERVATION: The 178 enlisted personnel authorized by MIOE

19-27G is not sufficient to provide effective police service when a
sj division is operating from more than ane base camp,

" ”*"“/- (b) EVALUATION: The lst Infantry Division MP Company is currently 48
) men overstrength, a level that his been maintained or exceeded since its
arrival in FW in order to meet operational commitments,
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(c) REOCOMVENDATION: Future 'INE actions should include an cpticnal

sion for one additional military police platoon when the division
military police company is required to operate in widely dispersed base
caps for extended periods of time., Additionally, provisions should be
included for a proportionate increase in personnel necéssary for logisti-
cal and administrative support.

eo 'I‘rainiWG
(1) XM=706 (V¥=100) ammored car.

(a) OBSERVATION: Upon issuance of the X4-706 armored car, training
requirements have increased oonsiderably. In the lst MP Company, st
Infantry Division, the MP conpany commender (an ammor officer) has given
his men a considerable amount of on-the-job instruction.

(b) EVALUATION: When the armored cars were initially issced to the
1st Military Police Cawpany, perscnnel were not adequately trained in
the operation,and maintenance of the vehicle, Furthermore, the main amme-
ment, twin mounted M-72 machinequns, were novel wespons to militaxy police-
men, Lack of knowledge oncerning the functimmal capabilities of both
the weapns system and the wehicle itself has resulted in clutch burmout,
transmission damage, uninitiated discharge of the weapons due to solenocid
arc, solencid burnout due to oil on the electrical connectors and control
box malfunction due to a faulty electrical harness built inte the vehicle
itself. X hes Boon amtremely difficult to resolve these problems due to
A lack of repair parts, knowledge and gpplicable technical mamials,

(c) FECOMENDATION: An adequate training program should be established
on Ay level for both cperation and maintenance instruction for all
users of this vehicle and arw other type equipment similarly placed into
the logistics bank,

(2) Ski boat operators,

(a) OBSERVATION: Ski boats are designed to carry a 2000 pound load
gg:flgighlspeeds. Without speed, maneuversbility is poor and oontrol is
icult,

(b) EVALURTION: During river patrol missions, it is necessary to
carry heavy loxis at relatively slow speeds. As a result, the boats are
dfficult to handle and this &ifficulty is awplified in rough water,
During a 180° turn where a boat runs back on its oun wake, an inevperi-
enced operator can easily cause the loss of a boat, Difficulties have
also been encountered when meeting or being passed by other boats. The
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wakes from these boats in a naryow river are empugh to swanp a slod
moving heavily lcoaded Ski boat,

(c) FECOMMENDATION: All operators should receive thorough training
in Ski boats and their operation before they cperate in a hostile environ-
ment, The necessity of cperating at low speeds with heavy loads should
be foreseen and integrated into training pregrams,

f. Iogistics.
(1) Logistical support for forward attack bases,

(a) OBSERVATION: The move to FAB presents scme prcblems in resupply
since all elaments, the companies in the field as well as the artillery
battery and the battalion CP, have to be resupplied by air.

(b) EVALUATION: This problem was solved by establishing a forwerd
logistics base at the closest existing FSB, consisting of a field mess
and elemants of the support platoon. Supplies were trucked to the FSE
and then airlifted to the field elements on the first and fourth days
of each copany operational cycle. One hot meal per day was prepared
at the FSB and flown to the FAB for the battalion CP and artillery bat-
tery. Virtually no problems were encountered with this system, and it is
felt that maximum use of limited air assets was obtained throuch the sched-
uling system used.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Small forward logistic operations centers have
proved effective and their use is recommended where the situation peneits,

(2) Logistical support for village seal operations.
(a) OBSERVATION: Village seals present special logistics problems.

(b) EVALUATION: Potential problems must be recocnized and detailed
planning accomplished befcre the seal operatica beqgins,

(c) FECOMMENDATION: Road networks should be used whenever possible
and air resupply kept to a minimum, Participating Vietnamese units
should be encouraged to solve logistical prcbiems with their own assets,
Ipcal district forces not used at nidht by the seal forces should be
encouraged to return to their normal operational compounds for resuoply:
this alsoenables them to fulfill their regular role of local security,
When possible, participating Vietnamese units should be encouraged to
supplement their rations thrcuch purchases at local markets,
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(3) Upgrading main swply routes.

(a) CBSERVATION: Higlway upgrading and maintenance is a continuous
problem,

(b) EVALUATION: The use of 5" minus rock to £ill the pot hcles and
washouts on higtways has proved satisfactory. Extensive utilization of
voad graders to oontinually shape the yrad surface is the key to keepi v
the road pessable.

(c) HXOOMENDATION: Adegquate rock supplies are a primary ooncern.
Ditching and grading should e accomplished with at least two graders
working in an echeln formation. The graders should limit work within a
500 meter strip and mowe to the next successive section ypon ocampletion,
Atter upgrade has been acoomplished, daily road patrolling is necessary
to prevent the road from deteriorating,

(4) Maintenance of FSB,

(2) OBSERVATION: Upgrading the more permanent FSB should be completed
before the monsocn season begins,

{b) EVALUATION: Engineer effort, after the monsomn season has begun,
iz greatly handicapped by the elements.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The more permanent FSB should be uparaded (oal-
verts, ditches and roads) prior to the monsoon seascn on 1 programmed
nasis., Much effort can be saved by constructing drainage strue-
tures and in or roads prior to the monsoon and then allocating suffi-
clent engineer regources to maintain them,

(5) Destruction of perimeter vegetation at FSB.,

(2) OCBSERVATI(N: It is necessary to clear vegetation fram perimeter
wire for maximun secuxity.

(b) EVALUMIION: During the rainy season, growth of grass and bushes
between and in concertina and tanglefoot is rapid, Cpen areas between belts
can be backbladed with a dozer and areas in tanglefoot can be cut. Gowth
inside concertina must be burned or the wire removed prior to cutting.

(¢) FECOMENDRTION: Backblading with a bull dozer is relatively
quick and effective for a month, Oeiting is good for about two months as
a rule. Removal of concertina is wasteful and time consuming in relation
to the permenenca of the grass~cutting cperation,. An effective expedient
measure is the appiication of dlesel fuel with hand pump, watexr-typs fire
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extinguishers, the area thoroughly and then setting it aflame.
Whatever vegetation remains is killed in a few days and the operation
is repeated to ramove any unburnad portions. This iz also the most
effective method of retarding new growth. A more lasting solution is
the application of a high potency, long residual vegstatiom killer fol-
lowed by a burhing of the dead grass and brush,

(6) Backfilling dowbis culverts,

(a) OCSSERVETION: When backfilling around double culverts, the culverts
are often pushed cut of alignment.

{b) FECOMMENDATION: Drive U-shaped pickets along the sides of the
culverts at an angle so that pressure is put on the lips of the culvert.
Wiring across the culvert from picket to picket will hold the culvert in
place.

(7) Stabilizing backfill.

(a) OBSERVATION: Backfill over culverts during the rainy season is
frequently impossible to stabilize and the rcad becomes desply rutted ard
impassable.

(b) EVAUUATION: The soll is saturated, adequate compaction crrmot be
achieved and the bearing capacity of the soil is easily exceeded.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Two methods have been used to solve this prob-
lem. M8Al matting laid crosswise to the roadway can be used to distribute
the weidht enough for the soil to carry the lcad. The second method is
o mix cement in the soll to increase the soil's baaring stremgth,

(8) Management of flying time,

(a) OBSERVATION: A program for managing snd allccating flying hours
was found necessary to eliminate problems encountered with regard to
aircraft maintenance ard pilot flying hours.

(b) EVALUATION: The flying hour program, established on 15 Sep 69,
has he)d to a minimum instances of aircraft stacking wp for PE and
pilot® overflying their 140-hour maximm for a consecutive 30-day period,

(c) FECOMMENDATION: A similar flying hour program be used in other
cimbat units.

g. Cowemications: Jong radio transmissios.
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(1) CBSERVATION: When uadng cumunications security equipment
T/SEC KY-8, long transmissions on the radio set RI-524 often result in
almdﬁsmwmdﬁnmmmﬂmmmgmiGemeie
heaxrd by tha recediving statim.

(2) BVALURTTION: On long tranemdssions, the security equipment at
the tranemd and recaeiving station & not remain in synchronization,
Therefore, the Iatter portion of the transmission 4: not received,

{3) FEOOMMENDATIN: When waking long transmissions uwsing the
RI-524 with a K¥-8, k.ay te tranamdtter yporodmately every mimute to
m-synd\tmizaﬁ\e ‘¢ eqaipment,

h. Materiel,

(1) Use of assault txackway.

(a) OBSERVATION: FoadWays weakened by monsoon rains fail quickly
wndar heavy traffic.

{b) BVALUNTION: Sactions of failed roadways that became impassable
and new xoads that required immedists opening were cowvered with assault
traciway, FSN 5680-92F-1388, Vehicles that crossed the tradwey, did so
mmbad,alﬂcmpletedﬁmmsim. The trackway, although bulky
tomvemmdmddifﬁwlttomtriwe,eewadiﬁinwﬂedpnpcse.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Omtrary to the ACTIV evaluation of trackway
Wtable for wse in Vietham, trackway continues to parform
its parpose and should remain in the Arvmy system.

(2) XM=706 (V-100) armoved car,

(a) CBSERVATION: The XM~706 armoxred car was issued with a very
limited P1L/ASL.

(b) EVAILATION: At present, repair parts for the V=100 armored
car -are limited to a minimal PLL 04 parts that ame reiated to other
vehicles presantly uwsed in Vietnam, The wsefulness of the wehicle is
highly depreciated in view of the inadecuacy of the xepair parts system.

(c) FECOMENDATTION: Certain prerequisites should be established in-
cluhuanadaqmeempm-ystanptiortommofaryw

equirment. Aneng other requirements, there should also be both trained
wmlmmmmmmmbeEmW

(3) Pcwer boat repaiz.
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(a) OBSERVATION: Patching holes in power boats with patches and
rivets is uwsatisfactory,

(b) EVALUAIIONt Instead of attaching the whole patch to the boat
witn rivets, a fuel call repair kit is wed. This kit onsists of a fiber-
glass sheet and plastic epowy, T™O coats of this material and one coat
of paint will effectively seal the holes

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The above method should be adopted a8 a reqular
repair procedure,

(4) PPS~5 radar sets.

(a) OBSERVATION: Some PPS~5 radar sets are showing excessive wear
on the antemna drive gear trains.

(b) EVALURTION: One cause is that saome units are lifting the RT unit
into the radar towers by means of a rope tied to the antenna drive, This
eppnes&emessivetquueboﬂ\eanmddvecamingatnmmﬁa
gear tr .

{c) FREOMENDNTI(N: The holds on the front of the RT unit must be
wsed for all Lifcing.

(5) P=153 nine detectors,

(a) C(BSERVATION: Repair parts for the P-135 mine detector, especi-
aily the shart handles and the receiver-transmitter wiring harmess, are
in short supply. :

(b) EVALUARTION: There are generally 10 to 20 detectors deadlined
and walting theee parts at any given time, These items mst be made
available in order to keep encugh detectors in cperation to ensble the
division to fulfill its mine sweep commitments,

(c) FECOMMENDATI(N: All measures should be taken, inciuding
Red Ball and MER requests, to cbtain these parts.

(6) Hard mounts for helicopter aqunships.,
(a) OBSERVATIONS: During the pest year theré hve been mmerous

incidents where crew chiers :nd gunners have accidently fired their
wegpons during sudden mansuveys on contact missions,

]
i
i
<
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(b) EVALUATIC: Bungee Cords supportirg the [ .o not offer
the stability required for the weight of the weapcn and flight maneuver
weed in firing pasees.

(c) FEOOMMENDATION: Hard mounts should be installed in all UH-1C
qunships in arder to provide a firm firing platform and to restrict
traverse, elevation and deflection of the machine gun to meet safety
reqmgfem)ents (hard mounts have been installed on all lst Inf Div -1
aircraft).

(7) Water in heliocopter static systems.

(a) OBSERVATION: During the monsoon seascn, excessive amounts of
water became trapped in the pilot static tube system resulting in errone-
ous readings of the altimeter, vertical speed and airspeed indicators.

(b) EVALUATION: The pilot tvbe has a cover which prevents water
from entering, but the static ports are open. High winds aad excessive
rainfall causes water to be forced into the static ports.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Masking tape should be used on the static ports
to protect the system from water entry. This tape is removed as part of
the pre-flight inspectiom.

(8) Oxygen and acetylene equipment.

(a) OBSERVATION: When a welder is finished with his oxygen and z
acetylene equipment, he shculd shut the pressure off at the bottle instead
of at the gauges. If the latter is done, the gauge seals often rupture, E
creating a safety hazard from escaping gases.

(b) FPECOMMENDATION: Section leaders shouid make frequent checks to
insure that the pressure is shut off at the bottle ard +hat all gauges ave
removed and properly stored at the end of the working day,

(3) M109 SP howitzer.

(a) OBSERVATION: 1t is difficult to line up the threads and remove
a tube on the M109,

(o) EVALUATION: While attempting to remove the tibe fram a M109 5P,
a great deal of difficulty was encounter=d in getting the threads to
line wp 50 the tube would slide out of its mount., 2n attenpt was made
to tumn the tube by means of a sling. This was unsuccessful, and the
followir; procedure was then used which allowed the tube to be remowved
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vithin a 20-minute od, A five-ton wiecker held the tube at the
center of Halancve with a sling. A truck was chained to the muzzle brake
and an eight-foot long 4x4 board was passed through the muzzle brdke, The
board was usad as a wrench ad the tube rotated a few degrees. The truck
was then backed wp slowly in an attampt to remove the tube, If the tube
4&id not move, the truck moved forward to loosen the chain and the tube

was rotated a few more degrees, This process continued wntil the threads
lined wp and tube was removed,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: <hat a method similar to that described above
be adopted and publicized an a field expedient,

(10) Eleveting and traversing handwheels on the M102 howitzers.

(a) OBSEAVATION: The elevating and traversing handwheels on early
model M102 howitzeys are made of magnesium alloy and are easily bxoken,

(b) EVALUATION: A more durable handwheel is now in the system, Each
unit should have the new handwheel on order,

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Until new handwheels are received, any service
and evaluation section can repair a broken handvheel by use of a thin
metal strap ard small metal scraws,

(11) Ievel vials and micrometer scales,

(a) CBSERVATION: level vials and micrameter scales on howitzers
require frequent replacement when personnel use solvent to clean the fire
catrol sight mownts,

(b) EVALUATION: Solvent remowves the paint and is an unauthorized
cleaning agent.

(c) FRECOMMENDATION: A simple cleaning by a dry cloth is entirely
sufficient and would insure that level vials remain legible.

(12) Water truck pumps.

(a) OBSERVATION: Water truck pumps have fiberboard vanes that
wear out within one month,

(b) EVALUATION: Replacing the fiberboard vanes with aluminum
vanes solves the problem, The aluminum vanes last cpproximately six
months,

(c) IPOMENDATION: Alunimm vanes should be standardized on water
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truck punps,
(13} Rebuilt generators,

(c. JBSEFVATION: Same rebuilt generators are being rcoeived in an
unserviceable oondition.

(b) EVALUATION: Four Skw generators wore received with foulty mog-
netos, several Skw and 10KY cenerators had pressure safety lines hookcd
uvp badkwards, and two SR¥ engines had bad rods,

(c) TEOOMMENPATION: Rebuild agencies should place more emphasis on
quality control.

(14) Standar? lichtweicht avionics equipment (SIAE),

(a) OBSERVATION: SIAE installed in the QH6A continue their high
failure rate,

(b) EVLUATION: The pecblem heg been broucht to the attention of
avicnics persannel at all echelons, The 1st Infantry Division presently

has no repair capability for SLAE equipment and must evacuate it to Avicnics

Electronic's (AVEL) Central.

(c) FECOMENDATION: Contime erphasis by a;propriate acgencies
should be maintained until this failure rate is reduced

(15) Minebooms,

(2) OBSEFVATIN: Chain-type minebooms used to protect key bridges
are not durable.

(b) EVALUATION:. Scarme minehooms are compesed of many timbers held
together by individual lengths of steel cable, When cne tinber or cable
mmmmhwbmhwelas. If a cable is extended across
the anplete river gep and each tinber joined to it independently, the
failure of ane timber woul? not cause a caplete heem failure, The
individual timber can be repaired ezsily.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: The contimucus ceble system used at the Phu
~uong Bridge to support the mincbeam should be adepted for all mincghooms
in Vietnam,

(16) Mineboom maintenance.
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(a) OBSERVATION: %hen mineboams have a chain link fenoe attached,
the rivex debris which collects on the fence causes additional stress.
As a result, the tinbers often break away from their cable cawmectors.

(b) EVALURTION: A chain link fence is attached to the mineboom at Phu
Quong Bridge for the purpose of stopping submerged mines fran floating under
ths boom, These chain link fences fumction well, but tend to stop all
trash floating downstream, 1f this debris is allowed to collect on the
chain link fence, the force of the water would eventually break the boom.

(c) RECOMMENDATION: Minebocm perscnnel should check minebooms with
chain link fences attached and clean them as debris oollects,

i. Doctrine:
(1) Airbome Personnel Detector.

(2) OBSERVATION: There is a requirement for the establishment of
doctrinal conospts concerning the use of the Alrbomme Perscnmel Detecter.

(b) EVALUATION: These concopts must address the limited rescurces
that are availsble tc a commander, In addition, more definitive cquidmnce
is required concerning the interpretation of @etector sensings and the
meaning as it relates to the type of action a comander should take.
The battlefield envirorment has a profound effect wpen the detector's
otprbilities. Therefore more definitive guidance is required concerning
these effects, Because the mmber of varisbles that affect the cperation
of this instrument are s~ mmerous and because the interpretation by
different individuals of the effects of these variables are equally
nercuss, the conmanders can have nothing but doubt concerning its
crpabllities.

(c) FRECOMMENDATION: Both long and short term studies should be
initiated to provide further cuidance concerning the use cf the Airbome
Perscnel Detector,

(2) Herbicides.

(2) OBSERVATION: A greater variety of herbicides and sprwopriate
delivery systems are needed,

(b) EVALUATION: In crder tr give a commander the flexibility to
vse herhicides in support of his tactical operations, he must have the
ahility to select the type of effect desired and control the specific arcas
of ayplication. Neither the herbicides available to him nor the dissemi-
nating devices will allow these optins without caumsing undue risk te the
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friendly pcpulace. It is cenerally acoepted.that defoliation of heavily
vegetated areas will irprove cbservation frem the cir., However, little
is acoomplished towards improving fields of fire or improving dwservation
for the soldier on the graand,

(c; RECOMMENDATION: The purpose and use of herbicides neecd t be
re-evaluated; such a study wuld peint cut additional cbjectives as tar-
gets for future research.

(3) Ski boat sCP.

(a) OBSERVATION: To cperate Ski bcata successfully, orecise frema-
ticns and cperaticnel patterns must he establishe® and follwwed,

(b) EVALUATION: Ski boats operate in crcups of four at distmnees
where voice control is often inpessible; oontxel of these boats is by
radic and hanc signals. The brats have variocus patterns for patrclling
the river and searchirg the benks., There are menewver patterns established
for eremy ocontact and emergency situations, Infantrvmen are assigned
fields of fire and cbservaticn, and arc instructed mn acticns to perform
in hazardous situaticns. It is the heat cperator's responsibility to
brief 211 perscnnel on their duties and actions in emergency situaticns,

(c) TECOMMENDATION: 241l beets should have written SOP dealiner with
their cperatiins and manewvers rosted in them; 211 rersannel should be
briefed on this information rrior to the start of a missien,
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: SUBJECT: Operational Pencrt of lst Infantry Division for Period
7 Enﬂinc' 31 Octcber 1969, ™CS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)
';‘\ ; 1;‘ (U) Headquarters, Department of the Army Survey Information:
b . one ,

FOR THE QOMFNDFR:

: p o~
OISl
/ ¢ l/f/

5 13 Inclo C.T. SELBY . 5
1-Organizaticnal Structure LTC, AGC

4 —2=Ligt-of-Kay-Conmandars— Adjutant General
3~Force Disposition Y

8-nivision Chamical Section Oper-
aticnal Mencrt-lessons Leamed
9-1st Avn Bn Operational Pepcet-
Lessons Iearned ;
10-1st Encr Bn Operational
Ia:orh-!mscm learne?
11-121st Sig Bn Operational
Report-I1essons Iearned
12-1st MP Co Operaticnal Teport-
Iesscns Iearned ;
13~-1st Inf Div Circulars 3
Incls 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 wd HQ, DA
DISTRIBITICN

2~CINCUSHFRPIC, ATIN: GPOP-IT
-0, 17th MD
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AVFBC-RE-H (1 Dec 69) tst Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1st Infan(.rg Division for Period Ending
31 October 1969, RC3 CSFOR-65 (rz) (v)
DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 962661 2 DEC 1959
TERUs Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOR-DT, APO 96558

T0s Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Develspment, Department of the
Army, Waghingten, D.C. 20310

This headquarters has revieved and coacurs vith the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of the 1st Infantry Divisien for the period ending 31

FR THE COMMANDIERS

B. 6. MACDO
ILT, AGC
Asst AG
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BJACT: Opsratiomal Report of 1st Infant
31 October 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (ng

DMvisien far Poriod luding

(v

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Wrancisce 96375

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOR-DT,

APO 96558

1« (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons

Q4FEB 1S,

Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1969 from Headquarterz,
ist Infantry Division and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2, (C) Comments follow:

a. (U) Reference item concerning "Officer gains, qualifications and
status", page 3, paragraph 1b(3)(c); concur,

tains does exist USARV wide,

quarter FY 70 indicate the problem will become even more acute in the

A shortage of infantiy cep-
DA requisition fill projecthons for 3d

months ahead., The shortfall in this area will continue to be mst with
branch and grade substitutions, i.e., with armor captains and infantry
lieutenants, Other combat arms captains have heen available in suf-

ficient quantity to keep the Division at or above TOKE authorizations.

b, (U) Reference item concerning "Personnel: Position Vacancies

for Promotion", page 46, paragraph 2a; concur,

Authority to promote

personnel to grade B4 and E5 without regard to position vacancy has been
granted by Department of the Army. For the past six months USARV has been
authorized to promote 25% of its promotion allocations to grade E4 and E5
without regard to position vacancy criterion as indicated:

JUL 69
AUG 69
SEP 69
OCT 69
NOV 69
DIC 69

Ey
Yes
Yeos
Yis
No

Yes
Yes

E

No
No
Yes
No
Yes
No

¢c. (C) Reference items concerning "Intelligence in search and seal
operations", page 46, paragraph 2b(1) and "Use of IPW teams during village

seals", page 47, paragraph 2b(2); concur.
only provides adequate personnel for a timely operation, it is also a

The joint seal operation not

means of implementing the Improvement and Modernization program for RVNAF.
These articles are being considered for inclusion in the Jan 70 edition of
the Combat Intelligence Lessons.
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d.  (C) Reference items concerning "IPW Teame at FSE", pege L7, pora-
graph 2b(3); "Exploitation of ralliers", page 47, peragraih 2b(4); and
"Employment of ralliers", page 48, paragraph 2b( 5); concu:., To maximige
the exploitation of tactical intelligence, speed is off the essence. Locat-
ing IPW teams at FSBs, when possible, allows for quick and complete inter-
rogation of ralliers and PWs. A thorough interrogation provides information
on ensmy unit strengths, locations snd plans as well as allowing for tha
physical orientation of the PW or rallier.

e. (C) Refersnce item cencerning “Sensor Fields®, pmge 48, para-
greph 2b(6); concur, Upon request by the using unit, ground sensor zsscets
for use in RVN are allocated by COMUSMACV based on mission priority and
availability of equipment,

f. (C) Reference item concerning "Squid operations", page 49, pera-
graph 2¢(1); concur, At this time a study is being conducted to determine
if the Ski Boat should be classified as Standard A equipesnt.

8. (C) Reference item concerning "Enemy base camp utilization®,
page 50, paragraph 2c(4); concur. Consideration shoilld alsc be given to
the employment of stay behind forces after completion of search eperations.

h. (U) Reference item concerning *Use of PSYOP Aircraft®, pege 52,
paragraph 2¢(9); concur, This recommendstion is in keeping with the doc-
trine contained in FM 33-5,

i. (U) Reference item concerning "Light Observation Helicopter
Tactics®, page 53, paragraph 2¢(10); concur. With the exception of the
minimum airspeed, the evaluation and recommendation are valid., The air-
apeed utilized is dependent on the mission requirements, the enexy
situation, and the terrain,

J. (C) Reference item concerring "Radar Guided Anti-gircraft Weapons”,
page 53, paragraph 2¢(11); concur, The phencmenon is currentiy under in-
vestigation by MACV J2, USARV has not published guidance on ewasive action
since the threat has not been defined. Pilots should be instructed to
report occurrences of this phenomenon through intelligence channels,

k. (U) Reference item concerning "Cutting landing zones", page 55,
peragraph 2¢(18); concur. No action is required by higher headquarters.

1. (U) BReference item concerning Medical “Go Teams", page 57, pare-
graph 2d(1); concur. However, this concept is not new, Appendix 3, FM

61=100 provides guidance for the establishment of rapid reaction medical
teams.
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31 Cctober 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rz) (U)

m., (U) Reference item concerning "Mobile Dental Teams", page 57,
peragraph 2d(2); concur. The concept of a ¥obile Dental Team has been
implemented by all medical detachmants (dental service).

n. (U) Reference item concerning "Military Pclice Strength", page
57, paragraph 2d(3). Nonconcur with recommendation that future TCE
actions include an optional provision for one additional military police
platoon., Any increase in authorization, either by individual or cellular
unit, is accomplished by & MTOE action rather than a TOE action. Due to
the current moratorium on submission of MIOE changes and the sewsre
limitation on additional manpower spaces, it appears that provisional
overstrength of the MP Company from divisionsl assets ias the best meens
available to meet increased operational comm’tments which are of un~
certain duration,

o. (U) Reference item concerning "X¥M~706 (V-100) Armored Car", page
58, paragraph 2¢(1); concur, CDC and AMC have recognized the repeir parts
and design problems and are taking action in these areas. The only TM!s
published for the EM-706 are the 20P and 34P manuals., The mamufacturer
has an operatori!s manual which is currently in short supply. Action is
being taken to notify units of address where operator!s manuals mry be
obtained.

p; (U) Reference item concerning "Logistical support for forward
attack bases", page 59, paragraph 2f(1); concur. The success of the small
forward logistics operations center in solving resupply problems without
undue streas deems it worthy of being considered in future operations
faced with similar circumstances.

G. (U) Reference item concerning "Maintenance of FSB", page 60,
paragraph 2£(4); comcur, Considerable assistance in this effort can be
prowided through self-help programs.

A T T R IV L N TR

T

r. (U) Reference item concerning "Stabilizing Backfill", page &1,
paragraph 2£(7); Concur., However, use of the soil cement procedure iz
the preferred method.

8. (U) Reference item concerning "Management of Flying Time", page
61, paragraph 2£(8); concur. The management of aircraft and aviator
flying time and scheduled maintenance ie the responsibility of the unit
commander,

t. (U) Reference item concerning "Communications: Long Radio Trans-
missions", page 61, paragraph 2g; nonconcur, Keying the transmitter every
minute to re-sychronize the security equipment is not normal operating
procedure when using the KY-8/RT-524 combination. Loss of synchronization
could be caused by any number of reasons such as, equipment failures at
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either end, excessive heat buildup, an interrupted radio psth or ztmoe-
pheric Jisturbancss. It should be remsmbered that ths -~uor -t F¥ anniy
usnt is designed to operate at a receivo-tranemit ratio of 9:t.

u., (U) Reference item concerning "Use of Assawlt Trackway®, page
62, paragraph 2h{!); sufficient data is not provided to allow evalaatior.
The 1st Infantry Divisdon should submit a more detailed statement of excep-
tion to the ACTIV evaluation if reconsideration is desired.

v, (U) Reference itsm concerning"XM-706 (V-100) Armored Car®,
page 62, paragraph 2h(2); concur. Action is currently being taken by
USARV, 1st Log Comd and TAC'+f Lo alleviate the shortzge of repair parts
and mechanics for the XM-706 Armored Car.

w, (U) Reference item concerning "Power boat repair", page 62,
paragraph 2h(3): Conéur with use of the fuel cell repair kit as a field
#ix for patching holes in metal skin boats. The unit will be notified to
submit an Equipment Improvemsnt Recommsrdirtion (KIR) to USAMECOM for
tschnd.cal evaluation.

X. (U) Reference item concerning "Hard Mounts for Helicopter Gur. -
ships", page 63, paragraph 2h(6); concur. Sagami Mounts for UH-1C
hslicopters are available in sufficient quantitiss to meet requirements.
inits having a need for these mounts shonid identify requirsmenuts te
+3ARV Aviation, AVHAV-LOG.

y. (U) Reference item concerning "Water in Helicopter Statiec Sysiw:”,

page 64, paragraph 2h(7); concur. Extreme care must be teken during pre-
flight to insure that the tape is removed,

z. (C) Reference item concerning "Material®, page &4, paragraph
2H(9); nonconcur. To remove the tube of the M109 SP Howitzer by con-
anecting a truck to the muzzle brake can damage the tule, That typs au:
emount of force is not required to separate the tube from the breach
mechanism, A wrecker can be used to support the tube during the sepa-
ration. A 44 inch wooden plank wan be placed in the muzzle brake and/er
a chahk wrench placed around the tube to apply necessary force %o r&iuils
the tube. That method of applying force will not cause damege to tis
tube, X'@0 degrec/: turn of the tube will align the threads of the tube
and breach mechanizm for sepsration.

as. (U) Reference item concerning “Rebuilt Cenerators®, page 66,
paragraph 2h(13); concur. ¥hen rebuilt gensrators are received in eu

unserviceable condition, 1st Log Comd contacts the respomsible rebuild
agency to inform them of the quality control failure.
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ab, (U) Reference item concerning "Water truck pumps", page 65,
paragraph 2h(12); concur. An Equipment Improvement Recommendation (EIR)
should be submitted IAW para 3-74, TM 38750,

ac. (U) Reference item concerning "Airborne Personnel Detectors",
page 67, paragraph 21(1); concur. The final draft of USARV Pam 525-2(R),
Utilization and Employment of Personnel Detectors, was distributed to the
field in limited quantities on 29 Nov 69, The pamphlet is now being pub-
lished in Japan and is expected to be released to the field in Feb 70.

ad. (U) Reference item concerning "Herbicides™, page 67, paragraph

21(2): MACV is presently conducting a study concerning new herbicides
and improved delivery systems; therefore, this item will be forwarded to

MACV J3-09 for consideration.
%f///{/%
L. D. MURRAY /
CP1, +°7

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn: fssintont/
MACV J3-09 ’
1st INF DIV
II FFV
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FATAY
GPOP-DT {1 Dec §9) 3d Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Infantry Division for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2) (V)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Prancisco 96558 2 : [ " °

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C, 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

C L Ss.Cu;ﬂ

CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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* 701st Maint Bn
1st 847 Bn

S 121at Sig Bn

k 1st Engr Bn

; 1st Avn Bn

- 18t Med Bn
18t MI Det
HEC ang Band, Spt Cmd
18t Adnin Co

- 266th Cml Plat

g 2424 Cal Det

- 434 PI Dgt
A4th PI Dat

: 17th Mi1 Hist Det
Co I (Ranger), 75th Inf
g 1t Sqdn, 4th Cav

3 HHC, 1st Bde
1st Bn, 24 Int

Co B, 24 Bn, 34th Armor
314th Avn Det

Incl 1

A Btry, 5th Bn, 24 Arty (-)

CONFIBENTIAL

ABAAMTHAMTAMAT AMODITAATTIEE
VERIRIYALN L L VWAL Wi HWWWVAVIW

Assigned Units

24 Bn (Mech), 2d Inf

24 Bn, 28th Inf

35th Inf Flat (Scout Dog)
HHC, 24 Bde

1st Bn, 18th Inf

2d Bn, 18th Inf

HHO, 3d Bde

18t Bn (Mech), 16th Int
1st Bn, 28th Inf

1et, Bn, 26th Inf

24 Bn, 16th Inf

41st Inf Plat (S8cout Dog)
618t Inf Plat (Combat Trecker)
HHB, Div Arty

18t Bn, 5th Arty

1st Bn, 7th Arty

24 Bn, 334 Arty

8th Bn, 6th Arty

1at MP Co

269th FA Det Radar

Attached Units

317th Avn Det
340th Avn Det

OPCON Units

1st Plat, I Btry, 29th Arty (6 Seot)

"
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Infaniry Division
Office of the Chemical Officer
APO 96345

AVDB-CM 5 November 1969

SUBJECT: Feeder Report to Operational Report 1st Infantry Division Period
Ending 31 October 1969 (U)

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities.

L. g%_ﬂj_% (1) During the period 1 August 1969 through 31 October
1969, the lst antry Division Chemical Section continued to exercise
operational contrel over assigned chemical units, and perform missions in
support of combat operations.

(2) The 242d Chemical Detachment (CBRC) augmented the Divieion Chemical
Section with personnel necessary to sustain chemical operations. During the
period 1 Mmgust 1969 to 20 October 1969, 1 Lt Ralph L. Johnson was -detachment
commander. CPT William J. Patten assumed command on 21 October 1969.

(3) The 266th Chemical Platoon provided chemical support to the lst Infantry
Division. CPT William R. Dias commanded the platoon during this reporting period.

b. OPERATIONS: (1) Personnel Detection Missions (Bloodhound):

(a) Missions continued to be flown for the Division G-2 on a daily basis
until 5 September 1969 Fifty large area surveillance missions were flown.
The average size of targeted areas was 60 square kilometers.

(b) An Airborne Personnel Detector crew was assigned to the division air
cavalry troop on a permanent basis during the report period. The personnel
detector is used to search out specific areas of interest and to locate enemy
activity which can be exploited by the assets of the air cavalry troop., After
a bloodhound mission is completed a hunter killer team searches the area in
which hotgpots are detected to confirm and identify the activity in that
location. A total of 102 missions were flown during the reporting period.

Incl 8 8l SOWNGRAID A7 § YEAR IITHRVAI
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AVIB-CM ) 5 November 1969
SUBJECTt Feeder Report to Operstional Report lst Infantry Diviedon far Beriod
Ending 31 Ostober 1969 (U)

(c) On 6 Sqtember 199 large area surveillance missions were discontinuad.
The personnel detector and crew were assigned as part of an aviation battalion
lighthorse team (composed of Aviation Battalion assets, similar to an Air Cavelry
Troop) which is further attached to battalion size units for operations, The
persomnsl detector is used to locate hotspots vhich are immedistely searched by a
hunter killer team, Significant findings are exploited immedately by ground
forces, eagle flights, artillery fire or light fire teams. A total of 62 personnd
detector missions were flown as part of thds team.

(2) Riot Control Agent CSs (a) Non-persistent CSs: ], Three missions
employing & total of 79 B~158 CS A usters were flowmn in UH-1 aircraft targeted
against enemy positions. One mission expending 19 E-158 clusters was targeted
against an enemy base caxp in a heavy jungle area, The other two missions were
flown prior to artillery preparation for ground forces exploitation. The use of
CS munitions under this concept cannot be evaluated because there was no observ-
able evidence that the uss of CS aided in making the enemy more vulnerakle to
friendly fires, The failure rate of minitions functioning properly was minimal,

Hosg of these failures can be attrituted to human error as opposed to mechanical
frotlems,

2. Mamuever units continued to use M~7 Series CS grenades and 40 mm CS
cartridges in an attempt to drive personnel from hardened or covered positions.
Scouts with hunter killer teams used M-7 Series CS grenades on severdl occasions
to further exploit personndl detector findings. On one occasion three VC were
driven from cover, On another, one VC was killed after being flushed from a
hardened position,

(b) Persistent CS: A total of 215 drums (17,200 pounds), were dropped
on two missions during this reporting period., Impact tursters were used to
detonate the 55 gallon drums, These missions were conducted on post B-52
strikes to restrict enemy use of terrain or hardened positions remaining in
the area after the air strikes and to harrass known epemy in the area, The
use of persistent CS in the division TAOR was rot used more extensivdly because
of our inability to control downwind drift and the uncertalnity concerning the
persistency of the agent. In addition the only means available for its delivery
are helicopters shich are pormally used on higher priority tasks.

g2
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i\ VDB‘(}M _ _ % November 1964
SUBJECT: Feeder Heport to Operational Report 1lst Infantry Division Period
Ending 31 Octcber 1969 (U)

(3) Defoliation: (a) A total of 41 C-123 aerial defoliation sorties

were flewn in the divisions TAOI during the months of August and September.
A total of 4,720 hectares were defoliated by (-123 spray.

(b) The burning of vegetation by the use of diesel fuel continued through-
out the reporting period. Approximately 122,000 gallons of diesel fuel was
dispensed by ground spray equipment on the perimeters of three base camps,
two fire support bases and along the sides of highway 13 north of LAI KHE
base camp.

(4) Flame Operation: (a) One hundred and seventeen, 55 gallon fougasses
were emplaced at fire support bases during the month of October.

(b) The mechanized flamethrower, M132, is used in support of tactical
operations. It is gemerally used tc¢ assist in clearing antipersonnel mine-
fields in heavily vegetaced areas. In this role it is used to merely burn
off the minefield. It is also used in a perimeter defense role around FSPB's
and NDP's. On one occasion it was used by the 2d Battalion 2d lnfantry to
break up an attack by NVA forces against a friendly position. The division
chemical section persomnel assisted the 1lst Squadron 4th Cavalry with the
training of personnel in the servicing and firing of the mechanized flame-
thrower. At the present, the only means of qualifying persomel to operate
this equipment is by an on the job training program. It shoild be noted that
éven a majority of Chemical Staff Specialists in the 54 MOS lack the qualifict-
ion to operate or service the mechanized flamethrower,

(c) During September an attempt was made to develop a flame system to
set a river on fire. The logistics involved was o enormous to achieve
success, The resupply routes of the VC/NVA crosses the SAIGON River, The
area in which they cross the rives is from 30 to 60 meters wide. The exact
crossing sites are unknown until they are detected by radar or visual sight-
ings. The concept envisioned, engulfing the VC/NVA in the water with flame
as they attempted to cross the river. Various methods were tested. These
included the floating of 5 gallon cans of napalm down the river to dunping
fuel on the water and prepositioning drums of napalm with high explosive
charges along the banks of the river. The Navy PBR boats were used to
conduct this test. The logistical burden precluded testing other expedients
or coriductirg the actual operation. The desired munition would have been a
chemical substance deliverable by helicopter that would ignite upon contact
with water and creato a mass of flame.

g3
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AVDB-Ck 5 November 1969
SUBJILT: Feeder Report to Operational Report 1et Infantry Divisior Period
Liding 31 October 1969 (U)

(5) Vecto:r control apparatus: In an atterpt to sssist the Preventive
Medicine personnel 4th the control of moscuitos and other srall insects, an
expedient fogging device which uses the exhaust system of motor vehicles was
installed on a 3/4 ton truck at each of the Fire Support Bases and Night
Defensive Positions within the division., The fogging solution consisted of
a 6% by volume mixture of malathion in diesel fuel. This device is used to
augment other insecticide dispersing eocuipment.

2, (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Observetions, Evaluations, and Recomrend-
ations:

a, Theie is a requirement for the establishment of doctrinal concepts
concerning the use of the Airborne Persomnel Detector. These concepts rust
address the limited resources that are available to a commander, In addition
pore definitive guidance is required concerning the interpretation of detector
sensings and the meaning as it relates to the type of action a cormandor
should take, The battlefield environrent hes a profound effect upon the
detectors capabilities, Thersfore rore definitive guidance is required
concerning these effects, Because the nmuber of vartsblies that effect the
operation of this instrument are so numerous and because the interoretation
by different individuals of the effects of tlese variables are just as

mmerous, the commanders can have nothing but doubt conceming its capabilit-
ies,

b. In order to give a commander the flexibility to use herbicides in
support of his tactical operations, he must have the ability to select the
type of effect deaired ard to control the specific areas of applicztior,
Neither the herbicides available to him nor the dissiminating devices will
allow these options without causing undue risk to the friendly populace. It
is gererally accepted that defoliation of heavily vegetated areas will improve
observation from the air. However, little is accomplished towards improving
fields of fire or improving observation for the soldier on the ground.

’y" ,4 70"./?"
RBERT J

LC, OmC
Division Chemical Officer
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DEPALTI* :NT OF THE ARMY
HADOUARTERS 1ST AVIATTON BATTALION (COMBAT)
1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
AFO 96345

AVDB~AVN 5 November 1969

SUBJZCT: Operational Report of st Aviation Battalion (Combat) for the
period ending 31 October 1969, RCS (SFCR) (RI) (U)

Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
ATTN: AVDB-T (MHD)
APO 96345

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities,

a. In addition to the general aviation support provided to the st
Infantry Division during past reporting veriods, 1st Aviation Battalion
implemented two new mroprams, The first was the employment of Night
Hawk, and second, the fielding of a "Lighthoree" force, The aircraft
assets of Company B and D Troop, 1/4 Cav remained the same as they were
for the last reporting period, Company A acquired an additional UH-1D
from Company E, 701st Maintenance Battalion,

(1) The Night Hawk concept, as described in the last reporting
period, was emplerented as a full scale operation starting 27 July 1969.
It was' noted during the first Night Hawk operations that for security
and radio relay for the low flying Night Hawk, a chase ship would be
necessary, The Might Hawk and chase ship flew as a team until the end
of August when the second Night Yawk team 'ms assembled, In order to
maintain the sare number of day assets in support'of the Division, D
Troop, 1/4 Cav was given the mission of providine the secord chase ship,
That mission also rrovided D .Troop with an opportunity to provide night
flying experience for the UH-1 pilots, as well as vrovided for a "spacer"
aircraft for scheduling maintenance flow in the remainder of the UH-t
fleet, On 18 Septerber 1969 a third Night Hawk team was asserbled,
Instead of employing three Night Hawks and three chase ships each nirht,
only two flew each night with two chase ships, The third svstem steyed
down in a reserve status. ¥ach ship had .one night, down and two nights
flying every three days, and only two chase shivs flving every night
were reauired. Or 30 August the decision was made to fly all three
Night Hawks whenever pogsible, Apain, in order to conserve dar assets,
ore C moedel gunship was aonverted into a C&C aircraft for the "Lighte
horse" mission and a procedure was establisned that allowed two chase
shirs to cover three Night Hawks, Due to maintenance rroblems and

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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operational corrmt ents, I Troop, 1/ Cav was fo-ced to discontinue
provading a chase shin late in October, This left the Nipght lawks with
only ore chase shin to cover three Night Hawk shims at one time, Two
gunshirs from Company B were corrvitted as two of the three chase ships
3 required. If a Night Hawk went down the chase/punship would cal) the
"3)lick" chase ship to pick up the crew, Also, the gunship could cover
the downed Night Hawk with fire until nick up vas accomplished. This
chase system has worked quite well although allocated '"blade time"

- 3 has consistently been exceeded, Since Night Hawk accomplished night

3 surveillance missions and was able to effectively neutralize tarpets
that it found by itself, fire fly missions were no longer necessary
and were thus elirirated. Results of Night Hawk for the vreriod werec
in excess of 125 KBA and 10 sampans destroyed.

oy, dithdy

R e R G

4 (2) In the early part of September, the Lighthorse force was
. established. Lighthorse consisted of one C&C avreraft, orne Bloodhound/

' Psyops aircraft, three troop carrving slicks, and a Hunter Killer team,

e The Lighthorse tean is emrloyed under the COFCON of a Brigade for a
specified time period, in addi.ion to nse under Division control for

3 LRRP insertions and extractions, The most successful part of Lighthorse
g has been the employment of the Hunter Killer tecam on VR's to locate the
3 enermy and collect intelligence. As a result, the Hunter Killer capa-

g bility of Lighthorse was expanded in mid October to two teams orerating
at the same time, On many occasions Lighthorse has successfully exploited
sensor readings from its Bloodhound and VR's btv its Hunter Killer teams
‘to get KBA's, followed by insertion of ground troops using the three
troop carriers. ILighthorse missions include VR!s of specific arcas and
point targets such as bunkers, suspected enemy base camns, and freauent
first light VR!s of known and susrected enemy trails.

wHEA

(3) To increase maintenance efficiency, and to stabilize the
hours flown b Company A to a workable level, a flying howr program
was adopted on 15 Sevntenmber, 3000 hours per month and 92 hours ver day
flown by 19 aircraft was the main proposal of the program., Close records
are kept to insure that excess blade time on any one day will be com~
rensated for in the following days. This program has proven itself to
be a valuable management tool for the battalion in the short time it has
been in omeration., Over a long period of time it should provide the
Division the maxirmm amount of aircraft hours with the greatest efficien-
¢y being gained per aircraft howr,

=

(4) Teosting of the Mortar Aerial Delivery System (MADS) indi-
cates this system should be employed primarily for sensor droms and not
as a substitute for artillery. MADS proved effective on sensor drops
because the WP marking round, dropred with the sensor, immcts within
20 meters of the sensor increasing accuracy in plotting sensor locationms,

(5) The 1st Aviation Battalion conducted Staff Assistance Visits
to the-three Brigade Aviation Sections and the Division Artillery Aviaticn
Section, These visits were canducted to assist the scetions in solving
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froblems in the areas of operations, flight records, safety and mainte-
nance, These visits served a two-fold purpose in that thev were uged
by the sections to immrove and increase the ¢fficiency level of their
operations and by the 1st Aviation Battalion to learn of any problem
areas of tho sections, check on aireraft utilization and to help maine
tain the same aviation standards throupghtout the Division,

b, Battalion Command Structure at the end of the reporting period:
Incloaure #1,

¢, The Aviation Battalion provided the Division with daily aviation
support throughout the A0 far the revorting period. Training of newly
assigned pilots in-ths LOH continued in Company B, Additionalv, LOH
transition training was conducted by cualified instructor vilote in
several of ths Brigade Aviation Sections, Command information was con-
ducted weekly by unit comranders and Character Cuidance was conducted
monthly by a guest .chaplain,

d. The Aviation Battalion did not conduet anyv tactical or adminise
trative move during the reporting period.

2, (C) Section 2, lessons Learnsd: Commander's Observations, Evalu-
ations and Recommendations.

a. Porsomel: None
b, Operations:
(1) Night Hawk:

(a) Observations: The Night Hawk, with a camability for
engaging cbserved targets, has proven itself to be an extremely effective
night ocbservation overation, Although flown at critical altitudes and
airspeeds, the relative safety of the oreration is enhanced by flying
ard detecting targets while completely blacked out,

(b) Evaluation: The Firefly had two major disadvantages
which have been eliminated in the Night Hawk operation., First, the
Firefly has limited target enpagement capability; and second, during the
ssarch phase of the ormeration to locate tarpgets, the white light must
be used thus piving away the Fireflyts location,

(c) Recomendation: That Night Hawk operations continue to
be utilized in place of the Firefly far night VR!s and combat omerations,

(2) MaDS:

(a) Observation: The MADS (Mortar Aerial Delivery System)

CONFIiDENTIAL
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of an ensmy positions with HS rounds and marking scnsor locations when a
sensor ad a WP roynd are dreoped topother from an a:rcraft,

(b) Evaluation: Dropping of HE 4.2 in, mortar rounds m
enemy praitions is betier accomplished using artillery f::- 3. Droppirg
WP rounds and sensors torcther far the purpose of accurately plotting
their location has proven to be very efficient

(¢) Recammendation: That the MADS be used prirmarily on
sensor drops missions and be discontinued for use as a 3ubstitute for
artillery fires,

(3) Lighthorse:

(a) Observa.icn: Lighthorse has been operating since the
first pert of Sentember.

(b) Evaluation: Lighthorse has nroven itsclf to be an
effective small scale air cav operation, By placing Lirhthorse aviation
assets OCON to a brigade, the ground comrander is provided thz resources
to search for and engage hostile elements using his organic sround e:erents,

(c) Recommendation: The Lighttorse concept bz continued
as a regular overation,

(4) Flying Hour Management:

(a) Observation: A vroprzm for manaein-~ and allocating
flying hours was found necessary to climinate probiems encountered by
Company A with regard to aircraft maintonance and pilet 7 ing hours,

(b) Bvaluation: The flying howr program which was estab-
lished on 15 Septcmber has held to n minimun instances of aircraft
stacking up for Pi!s and pilot's overflring their 140 hour maximum far a
consecutive 30 day period,

(¢) Recommendation: The flying hour program be continwed,

(5) LoH:

(a) Ovservation: Durins the past sixty days three OH-6A
scout aircraft have beea shot down,

(b) Evaluation: Slow airspeed is the primarv cause of
concentrated enemy fire on scout aircraft.

g8
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(c) Recommendation: LOH scout pilots recognize the fact
that as airspend is decreased, their circraft 3s more vulnerable to
ground fire, This ncoessitates a varring mattorn of seareh and a
flnctuation of airspeed to meot wmisaimm requirempats, Swerested winia
mum airspeed is Mty Nve knota,

c. Training:
(1) vlight Records:

(a) Observation: Flight reqords are continually received
with nuerous srrors in the addition of flight time, aircraft qualifi.
cations, instrurent ratings and verious other areas,

(b) Evaluation: The new record forms are not cl:arly
understood by the aviators signing them, In most cases he has mever
been told the mecanings of various sections of DA Form 759 Part I, and
759~1 Part Il.

(c) Recarendation: Aviators should be mresented a one
or two hour bleck of instruction on flipght recorde.so they may have a
better understanding of the dvstenm,

d. Intelligence:
(1) Radar Gunided Anti~Airecrart "“eanons:

(a) Observation: Pilots have, on numerous occasions
during the period, heard a buzzing sound over thkeir FM radios that could
have been enemy radar guided anti-aircraft weapons tracking their
location,

(b) Evaluation: While divisional aireraft have cxperienced
no actund hits in conjunction with this phenomena, the passibility cf
redar guided air defense weapons cannot be discounted,

(¢) Recommendation: Pilots should be instructed on report-
ing procedures and evasive tactics used when they encounter this s.tuation,
Initial orientation for all flight porsonnel must include these nrocedures,

(2) Reporting:

(a) Observation: The results of Night Hawk and Lighthorse
operations are reported to the supported unit as contacts of possible
intelligence value occur, These reports arc then relayed to Divieion G2,

{b) Evaluation: Results of Night Hawk and Lighthorse
orerations reported by the pilots whils they are still fl-ing and imme-
diately after the ‘contact are often tketchy and lacking in essential detail,
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Facts and fifFures temd to he inmaccourate until th: »jlots have had a chance
to digest and reconstruct exactly whrt occurrced,

(¢) Recomendation: Tho Battalion S-2 continuc to debrief

the pilots and crew after they “ave landed., The rcsults of these debriefings

will then be forwrded to (=2 Air for undate of the inflight snot renorts,
(3) AO Maps:

(a) Observation: Pilots have had nroblems exactly identi~
fying the ground AO in which thev arc working,

(b) Evaluaticn: Pilots need a larpe scale mar with the
various AO's outlined and frequenciecs and call siens renciled in,

(c) Recommendation: larpe scale markzd mars suprlied by
5~2, be carricd in each aireraft,

e, logistics:
(1) Weaven Hard Mounts:

(a) Observation: During the rast year tere have been
nurerous incidents where crew chiefs and gunners have ~2ccidnetly fired
their wearons during sudden mareuvers on contact missioms,

(b) ZEvaluation: The use o* Bungee Cords for suonort of the
M-60'3 does not offer the stabilitv rcouiyed for the weight of the weavon
and flipht mancuver used in firing nasses,

(¢) Recomendation: Hard mounts should be installed in all
UH-1C gunshins in order to provide a firm firine vlatform and to restrict
traverse, elevation, and deflection of the machine run to meet safety
reouirerents, (Hard mounts.have been installed on all orpanic M-t
aircraft),

(2) Water in Pitot Static Systems:

(a) Observation: During thc monsoon scason an excessive
anount of water becomes trapved in the nitot static tube svstem resulting
in erroncous rzadings of the altimeter, vertical speed, and airspeed
indicators.

(b) Evaluation: The vitot tube has a cover which rrevents
water from entering, but the static vorts are orcn, High winds and
Jxcessive rain fall causes water to be forced into the static norts,

(c) Recommendation: lMasking tare should be used oa the
static parts to nrotect the system from water entry. This tane ie removed
as part of the mre-flight inspection.
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Orpanisation: None

Other: Statistical date tor th: Muarter,
(1) Hours flowa: 18,862

(2) Sorties flown: 33,888

(3) Passengers moved: 32,390

(L} Cargo moved (tonsjt 958
.
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LC, FA
Commanding
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Inclosure 1 to Operational Repart of 1st Aviation Battalion (Combat)
for the reriod ending 31 October 1969, RSC (SFPOR) (RI).

Battalion command structure at the ond of the renorting reriod,

LIC James R, Allan Commarding
MAJ John P, Byrnside Executive Officer
CPT Neil Stribling co, HHC
MAJ Rob;rt L. Phillips CO, A Co
MAJ Fetor B, Torres Co, B Co
MAJ John N, Smith 3.3
Incl 1 to Incl 9 9_2~
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters lst Engineer Battalim
1st Infantry Divisien
APO 96345

AVDB-CE-0 4 November 2949

SUBJECTs Operaticnal Report of lst Engineer Battalion for Period
Ending 31 October 1969, PCR CSFOR-65 (R1)

Comanding Ganeral
1st Infantry Divisim
ATTN: AVDB-T-(MHD)

1. Section M3 Overationss Signdficant Aqtivitieqs
a, Organization
(1) BHeadguarters and Headquarters Company provided cammand end staff

supervision for cuanbat engineer suppart to the lst Infantry Divisim. Engineer

equipment support is provided by the heavy equipment platoon and consists of: a
20 tan rough derrain orane; graders; five ton dump ¥rucks; sheepsfoot, grid, and A
steel wheel rollers; 10 to tractors; and scoop loaders, This equipment is at- :
tached to the line campanies an a mission basis to provide additional support, 3

The company's equipment was utilized at numerous Fire Support Nases for new con- 3

struotion and general upgrades The graders were kept in constant use to maintain
Routes 240, QI~-13, and LTL-14 during the rainy seasan,

The AVLB (Armored Vehicle Launched Bridge) Section, attached to Headruart-
ers Campany, consists of four (4) AVIB launchers and six (6) bridges. The AVLB
section has been deployed an several missions in the vicinity of Thunder I, 1I,
and III; Dau Tieng, the Michelin rwbber plantation, and the Trapezoid,

The Rome Plow section is orgenic to Headquarters Company and consists of
six (6) Rome Plows, am Armored Persamnel Carrier, and a complete maintenance sec~
tin, The Rome Plow section is placed in direct support of lst Infantry Divisian

Incl 10 93




oz el SR C T g K

units to acoomplish ares land olsarance in thy TACR. During the report periocd,
they have cleared approximetely 2,565 acres,

The Rome Plows. began the quartsr at NDP Wilderness I and cut 625 acres
froam 7 to 17 August. (o 18 August, the plows moved to Wilderness II vhere they
out 265 acres in 5 days. Moving to XT804283, they out 380 sores bofore returne
ing t0 Iai Khe m 31 Augwt. A me vesk meintenance standdoun was followed an 8
September with s 115 aore out at X7780313. On 11 September at XT900440, 60 acres
were cut. Fram 13 to 19 September, the plows out 425 acres in the viginity of
XTM56300, Following a maintenance standdown, the plows ocut 310 aores at X7699458,
Ootober 2-8, Fram 11 to 13 Ootober, 185 acres wers out at XT847275. Fram 14 Oct~
ober t0 18 Oehober, the plows have been opereting near FSB Sm. The four M48A3
tanks that have been providing seourity for the plows have been tumed in. Four
Combat Engineer Veshicles were obtained at the beginning of Ootober to replace the
tanks, However, ths CEVis vill not be used as Rome Plow scourity due' to lack of
3 samnister round, thereby plzoing the total requirement for deourity am the unit
that {» being supported,

The wetexr point section provided over 1.2 millim gallons of potable water
to units in the field, Water point units are presently looated at Thunder II (XT-
785558), FSB Kien (XT519418), FSB Tennessee (XT583333), FSB Apollo (XT637507), and
FAB Florida (XT7018329).

(2) A Campany provided direct cambat engimeer support to the st Brigade
in Dau Tieng, Much of the first part of the quarter was devoted to the upgrade
of the tase camp at Dau Tieng, Improvements wero made an the defense perimetor,
interior roads, drainage, persannel bumkers, and sanitary and moss facilities for
lst Brigede units,

A daily mine sweep was conducted fyrom Deu Tieng to FSB Kien (XT519418).

(n 30 August, a platoon from A Campany.was air inserted at XT603392, The
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nigalor was to amlaca a 38Y4% MAT6 dry span bridge an LTL-14 so that the 9&4ith
Iand Clearing Company could move into a nev cut erés, The bridge wes air insert-
od fram Di An and the following day returned by airdift, The platoon from A Camp~
any sacured the bridge the night of 30 August, disassembled the hrddge the follow-
ing morning and was airlifted back to Deu Tieng.

Throughout the quarter, FSB Kien, PSB Tennossec, and FSB Gela were support-
od with drainage improvement, rinor omnstruction, and facilitiea upgrade, F3B
Gela waa closed out in September.

On 1 October, 4 Co bogan a deliberate upgrede of LTL-14 from Dan Tiaeng to
FSB Tannessee, The opening of the access road to FSB Tennesseo was the first
task, With the use of 1700 feat of assault trackwey plus extensive dozer and gra-

der work tho access road was opened to traffic .on 15 October. Upgrede of the rest
of the road omntinues,

{3) B Campany provided direct camba’ engineer support to the 2nd Brigade
which is headquartered at Di An,

During the period ending October 1960, B Canpany was emgaged in numerous
significant projects,

An affort was made to continue the upgrede of NDP's in the 2nd Brigade AO,
Such upgrading has included the hauling of laterite, drainage fmprovement, and the
oonstrustion of tunkers, mess halls, and latrines, FSB's and NDP's receiving such
assistancs, inclide FSB Jim, FSB Mortain, FSB Venable Heights, k3B All~dmerican II,
Cheyeno NDP, and Pagoda Im NDP, A new FSB Normandy III, was also omstructed in
July of this period and is mhintained n a cmmtinuous basis, Tho cmstructim of
this new NDP during the reiny scason required cansiderable emginear offort and de-
tefwination,

Numerous mine sweops were also supplied to assure the safe and uarestrict-
ed use of -vital roads and MSR's in the Area of Operatims, Coampeny B supplied
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four daily sweops positimod at FSB Jim and one sweep daily fram FS3 Nomandy IIX
to ocover Routos Zdnc and Lead fram the Song Be Bridge to Tan Uyan and Ben Cat to
Route LI1-16,

Sme work continued on the Division Training Cammand School and ranges.
Progress contdnues to be slow due to the lack of materials, sporadic and heavy
rain fall and the cammitment of higher priority projeots,

Canstruction began on the Division Stand-down Center in Di An, This pro-
Jeot has included the omstruotion of sidewalks, an outdoor movie theater, interior
drainage and a swimming pool oumplex oonsisting of a conorete pad and building for ;
the filter, two showers, a sun deck and a chain link fence around tho pool, Also
tncluded are a roadway to the pool and a privacy fence. All projeocts are proceed-
ing satisfactorily with work remaining to be done on the theater, drainage, rocad-

way, and privacy fence,

(4) © Company provided diract combat engineer eupport to the 3rd Brigede,
headquartored in lei Khe, During the period 1 August to 31 Octeber, mine sweep
operations werc predominant among the tesks accomplished by C Company, Sweep part~
1es worked out of FSB's Mahone (Kien), Mmns VIII, Lorreine, Sen, Tmmder I, II,
III, Hartman, Wildérness I and II, and Ben Oat. In August the lst Platoon based
at FSB Mehone replaced a bleswm oculvert on I¥-14 vicinity Ben Chua in support of =
village seal. During this time a squed size demo toam supported 1/4th Cavalry op-
erations in the Iran Triangle and along Route 240, The August Mangoons croated

washouts and rendered QL-13 almost impassablo, € Company, forming an engineer
task force, supported with additional oquipment fram Battaliom, upgraded and rew
stored 13 kilameters along this important Northorn MSR, The 554th Engineer Bat.
talin assumed ths remaining work and C Company began upgrade, opsrations at Thund-
er I, II, III, and FSB Hartman, September brought about the neod for LZ cutting
toans and, after familiarization treining with CH-47's for aerial ladder insertiam,
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C Campeny out 6 LZ's west of Thunder III in support of the 2/2nd Moohanis-
od Infantry Battalion and in tho vicinity of FSB Lorraine in support of the 2/16th
Infantry Battalion. An LZ team wes also utilized to open F33 Son. Ootober brought
about a road project along Routoc 240, In & move to resstablish overland resupply
to FSB Lorraine and FSB Son, Route 240 was upgraded frav Bem Cat to FIU Lorraime.
During this operation assault treckway was utilised as an entrance road between

Route 240 and FSB Lorraine, -In a project which still continuee at Thunder II,
’ two artillery peds for 2% self-propelled Howitsers are being comstruoved and ce-
3 ment soll stabdlisation is being used to establish a working platform,

Campany retained responsibility for Gl~13 fram lai Khe to Thunder III until Aug-
ust 15, Mineswoop teams have been losated at each fire support baso,

(s) » Company provided gemorel support to the lst Infantry Divisian, D i

Majar bese camp construction wes accamplished by the 2nd and 3rd Platem

s pak For b B
W
~

in support of the Division Hgs area, (no 16'x30! prefabricated motel tuilding wes
diamantlod, moved, and re-erected an a new pad, Four large dead trees were remov-
od ‘from the DTOC area, all in close proximity to critical power linee and exist-
ing buildings whioch necessitated their ramoval on a 1imb by limb besis, each me
being rigged and iowered to the ground, A 12'x400% service road to the rear of
Division Hqs tnilding wis oampleted and five wnservicoable perscanel tunkers werc
removed. A chain link fance was campleted around the DTOC area with two service
getes and a network of sidewmlks poured comnecting the DTOC and all the staff seo-
tims. This brings the sidewalks poured by D Campany in the Divisim area to over
5000 feat. A new persmndl bunker was built in the DTCC are to roplace ane pre-
viously removed. During thic same period, the 3rd Platomn tuilt a half scals
DANGER FORWARD SIGN of reinforved conorote which was inastelled in front of Divis-
i Hgs, A 14'x20%x8' septic tank was omstruocted of concrote blook with a rein-
forced canarete floor and precast reinforced ommcrets sectional covers. A 16'x25%
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shaver-latrine facility vith omorets f1nor and louvered sides was oampleted. The
facd Uity cmsists of five comodes, five urinels, five sinks, and five showers. 4
twenty foot water tower was erected to service the latrine, In additiom, an over-
head cover and standoff was omstructed over the Camanding General's treiler,

On 15 August 1969, Campany D assumed respansibility for the lst Engineer
Battalin's sdetion of thv lai Khe perimeter and all other guard owrd tments, thus
reducing engineer effort by the unit to a platomn minus sise element, In so doing,
it has increased the efficieney of the guard and perimeter defense and permitted
a more effective use of men and equipment. All gusrd is performed as & primary
duty on 3 daily basis,

When D Canpany assumed respmnsibility for the perimeter, much improvement
of the area was required, Elimination of grass which had grown up batween the wire
and oampletely cbetructed vision was the first objective. The arce was out, where
possidls, ‘and other areas scaked with diesel fusl, burted, and then resprayed and
burned when the vegetation was dead, Much tactical wire required replacing and
nearly all trip flares had to be remounted, The majority of the flares had been
improperly mounted on the final vire, leaving the primary and secandary belts wn-
protected, Flve triple concertina belts were added in a major dreinags ditch,
Iwvanty five 55 gellon drum fougasse and tanker positions are being improved, All
suoh work has been done by personnel assigned as perimeter guards.

Qne provisimnal platoon,varying in strength fram 15 to 20 men, has con-
tinued effert in the Division Headquarters area, They have prepared the site and
moved four house trailers assigned to the General Staff, A four inch trunk sewer
line wvith fceders from aach trailer was installed and connected to the previcusly
onstructed septic tank, An additimal hundred feet of sidewelk wees poured in the
arsa, Due to inoreased weight from heavy monsoon reins in the sarth £ill over
the DTCC, the beams began to fail and required installatiom of 260 feet of 6" H
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nats ag Intermadinte supports to pravent failure.

(n 27 8optember 1969, & landing zane mission was assigned to 3rd Flatom
whioh requirod an air insertion, Initial concept called for a 100m x 200m landing
zone. Subsequent changes called for a clearing 800m in diameter, The projoct ve-

quired & full platomn for 3 days and one squad for an additional 5 dayw,

(6) E Company (bridge) provided goneral support to the lst Infantry Div-
ision, The campany contimued its bridging opereticne with one significant bridge
built during tho. quarter. Riverine missions in support of various infantry batta-
lions were also continued, but changes in the type equipment used, the wnit support-
ed, and the arecas of operation have socurred

1st Platoon, which constructed the foundation for the dostroyed Ben Cat

Panel Bridge a% XT763328, omstructed the replacement bridge on 2 Auvg 69. Two
days were devoted to assembling, launching, and decking the new triple double
bridge, and m 4 Aug 69, the bridge was complete and opened for treffic,

In Ssptember and October, the 2nd Platoan became invelved in four MiT6
fixod span operatims. All of these fixed spans were placed over critical points
in key routes and used far pessing convoys into areas of tactical oparations, The
first fixed span was a 38 foot 4 inch fixed span airlifted fram Di An to tho vie-
inity of XT602341 and insgtalled by A Campany. The seeond bridge, a thirty foot
MT6 fixed span, was hauled from Di An to lai Khe, airlifted from Iei Khe to the
vicinity of XT862409, and installed by E Campany., On 19 October, 2nd Platoon mow-
od overland to the vicinity of XT705440 and installed a thirty-eight foot 4 inch
fixed span, and on 20 October, installed a forty-five foot fixed apen in the same
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general looatimn,
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E Compeny's assault trackway outfit was used extensively during this quart-
ere Soveral rolls of trackway were laid in base camps, fire support bases, and
secondary roads, The assemlt trackway proved to be useful in the rainy seasom in
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that 1t gives a pour road the support nooded to oross military treffic.

In Septomber, the 1st Inf Div took over respansibility for the socurity of
the Phu Cucng Bridge located at XT807135, E Campany saont a 5 men tecum with ome
bridge sreotim bort ana 1 Boston Whalsr to thie locetiom, The tesms mission wes.
to maintain, ard 417 nsvcasary, repair the minc boam that protested the bridge fxan
wator tome mings, These men omiinusd to meintajn the mino boam wntil the aud of
Septambar when 314 Brigads, 82nd Airborne assumed responsitility for the bridge.

In previous quarters, E Compeny has supported various Infantry Battaliomns
in riverine uperefdms., The boats used tn these operatians, LIR Half Puntums,
have boen adequate, but have many shortccmings., In September, E Company received
ton now 21 foot Eenner Ski Barges to improve ita riverine capablility., These now
boets are oonstrusted of fiberglass, have dual 40 hp oudboard enginos for propul-
simn, and a ocenter ocontrol with stecring wheel, throttlecontrol, goear control, end
clootric starter, In September, these boats, altng with 10 men, were ordered to
move to the Phm Cuong Bridge and begin support of the 2/18th I Bn in river opera-
tions, TH® boats remained with the 2/18th Inf Bn and participated in rivor search-
es8, river swedps, and night ambushes until the end of September,

E Company was assigned 2 new river missiom in support of the 2/28th Inf Bn
in mid-Soptember, Four Ski boate and 10 men departcd tho Phu Cumng Bridge sito
and moved up the Saigor River to Dau Tieng. The misslan at this locetion was to
patrol the Saigon River franting the 2/28th Inf apas of operatics during daylight
hours, and a% night to set up ambushes along likely river crossing points, On 5
October €9, when the missin supporting the 2/18th Inf Bn was camploted et Phu
Cuong, the four rcmaining Ski barges were sent north go Work in suppoert of the
2/2nd (Mech) Inf Bn. These missians have proved to be sucessful end will probably
sontimue for sass time,
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b. Intelligence and Counter Intelligenoce:

(1) Daily Intolligence roports fram lat Inf Div H~s and Hqs, 3rd Ddo ere
processed by tho Bn S-2, and further disseminated to subordinato units within this
camand, In addition, loocal pase ocamp commanders provide intolligenco data for
olemants of tho battalin at pase camps soparted fram the Battalion Hoadquarters,
These reports, along with intelligenco documents fram 1I Field Force and higher
boadquarters, are utilized for planning local security roquiremcnts for engineer
oporations,

(2) During the perfod 20 Jul 69 thru 20 Oct 69, tho 1st Engineer Batta-
lion Tunnel Rats participated in numerous sesrch and twmol explorstion operaticns
within the 1st Inf Div $AOR, Working with the 984th Land Clearing Campany, the
Tunnel Rats investigatod 15 tunkers and tunnels, The Tunnel Rats than conducted
a jodnt operation with the lat Ergineer Battaliom Rome Plows during which they
provided timely, oen-the-spot bunker and tunnel search cepabilities, The Tunnel
Rats then toamed with olements of the 2/16th Inf to search and destroy four (4)
Viet Cong tase camp areas, This was followed by severzl operations in support
of z/éBth Inf which resulted in ths exploretion of moveral tunnel end bunker com-
plexes, Finally the Tunnel Rats have recently been in support of 2/2nd Mech.
These operatins resulted in the exploration and destruction of sceveral base camp
areas, two (2) major tunnel complexes and the investigation of two (2) wells
thought to be entranccs., In addition, during this quarter, the Tunnel Rete either
destroysd or evacuated: 7 1bs of documents, 1 ea 8lmm morter and bteseplate, '/ ea
81mn mortar rounds, 19 ea 60mm mortar rounds, 1 ea RPG lawncker, 3 e= RPG rounds,
2 ea ChiCom grenades, 1 ea M<6 hand grenade, 8 ea sticks of ChiCm C-4, 3 ea SKS
rifles, 2 ea AK47 rifles, 400 rounds of 4K ammmition, 1 ea ChiCor alaymore mine,
4 ea US claymors mines, 250 1be of rice, a mmbor of tools, codking utensils, med-
ical suppliea, clothing and webgoar.
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¢. Administraticds
(1) As of 20 Oat 69; the Battalim Stalf wns:
Ooumanding Officer: LIC Rodney E, Cox
-Exocutive Officer:s MAJ lawzonce E. Mulline
Aasistant Diviaic;n Engineers M.LJ Dennis J, York
S-1; CPT deln W, Nolsom, IIX
8-2¢ CPT Carl Collins
S-31 MAJ Albert R, Colan
S-4: COPT James C. Patrick
CO, HHC: CPT Robert J, Ha'Fo
C0, A Co: CPT Jackis E, Bippes
€O, B Cos CPY Robort M. Aurigio
€O, C Cos CPT Barry J, Cantor
O, D Co; CPT Ansen F, Thc;.rp
€0, B Cos ' CPT James H, Glock
Camand Sergeant Majors CSM Herbert E, Naunan
(2) The overall Battaliom enlistad strength has been above 100% TCE
authorized lovol throughout this period, 411 oxoess personnel have becn properly
utilized,
(3) Persmnnol changes within this poriod were 275 departess processed out
and 207 replacements processed in, There is a econtinuing shortage of Engineec™
Scuad Leaders, MOS: 12_81.0; Cooks, 94B20; and Medics, 91B20,

d. Pacification- Altpmgh no projscts were undortaken during the quarter as
direct pacification projects, de.ily mine sweeps and upgrade of road nats within
the 1st Div LO has increasod civilian comerce and traffic contributing signifi-~
cantly to the pacification effort. %

8. Civic hction: Contributing to the lst Inf Div intensive oivio aoticn

effort, the Battalion perticipated in a mmber of projeots althongh nme were of
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a large scals, The Battalion Surgoon has continued to condust Nodtaps in Xom
Xoal and Lai Kho Villugos, Two parties have beon given tor the children of Xom
Xoail during the past three months, Equipment has boecn dispatchod to Lai Khe Vil-
lage from time to time to improve droinage within tho village, Two oulverts were
amplaced in Iad Khe Village and 150 meters of roadway robuilt,

Iwo bridges wore construsted by E Co, A fifteen foot fixed span woe in-
stalled in Di 4n Village and a twenty foot trestle bridge was constructed in Ben
Iri, The timber trestle bridge was B Campany’s contribution to the oivic aotion
program in that 1t was tuilt to make a road in the village passabls for local farm
traffio, ' ‘

In addition, B Company during the last manth of the quarter embarked in
olvic actin projects in the Di 4in District., The most important work involved up-
grading road nets, cutting drainage ditches, and hauling rook and laterite to low
places m the road, Planned for Oot & is the comstructiom of an 18'x60! building

to Yo used s a theater. The birllding will be located in the merket place of Di An

Village, . ‘ )

f. Trainings During thia' quarter, training within the Battglion was primarily
presented at Campany level. Range Firing vas conducted twice monthly with all TOXE
veapms, ?an:lharj;aatim training with CH-47's for aerial insertion of L2 teams
was canduoted for olements ct D and C Campanies, Most persannel were inexpericnc-
ed with the ladder inexrtion technique., Familiarization treining for aerial ladd-
er Lnaertim cantinues to insure that ocach Hng company within the Battelian has
axperienced personnel for future L2 mssions.

In darly October, four Cambat Engincer Vehicles were obtained, A training
and famdliarisation prorrem was omductqr\l by Hgs Campeny for all CEV crows. In-
struction fnoluded operatin, maintetanss, end firing of the CZV's, Renge firing
was eanducted after instrustim.
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During tho quarter, tho Battalion sont 12 porsannel to Long Binh to partd-
oipate in two day olassos on goneratar operation and maintenance., Two alloscations
for PLL 8chool were obtained and lst Enginocor Battalion personnel attonded,

4 treining toam fram 1lst Engineor Battalion ia presently treining the 13th
LRWN Engineor Battalion at Xuan Loc. Tho team departed lai Khe for Xuwan Loc on
30 September 1969 and began instructicn on 2 October 196)., The team consists of
3 Officers and 3 gsenior NCO's, Classos are being givan in demolitimns, rigzing,
smoreto, oculvert construction, weapons treining with M-16's and boat opsrations
with LIR Half Pontans, Six weots will be required to present the instruotion to
all units of the 18th ARVN Engineer Battalim.

Instruction has been well received, The wnit has bean most ococperetive
in assisting the instructirs with training aids. Attondsnce has been good, The
students appear interssted, ask questions, and sesn to grasp the mors difficult
subjeots. The anly problam stams from the fuct that classes tako twioce the normal
time due to the necessary trenglatioms.

8. Persmnnels

(1) Opsoryatips The effectiveness, praductivety, and morele of the Bat-
talim Headquartors, Staff Scotioms, and the elements of the Headquarters Company,
has bean greatly inercased by assigning gvard as a principal duty to two platoms
¢ ano line compeny,

Ewlyatign: The increase in working efficienuvy by porscunel assigned
to this unit, plus the atebility of working hours has diractly affected the quality
and the amount of work accomplished by tho respective scctimns, This is ovideneo
by tho improvod maintcnanco posture of the Battalion,

Rogamandatins That tho Lai Khe guard commitmant continuc to be
satisfiod by the ourrently usod method.
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b, Ovaruficna:
(1) Qbogrveticnt Engincor oporations ero advorsly offootod by the lack
of airoraft support for camand ana control and ropeir parts rceupply.
Evnletiqs Ouwrront airoraft allotment to tho lst Engineor Batta-
1 has bean on an inconsistent stand-by basis, 1st Engineor Battalion clemonte
aro locatod at a majority of tho fire support tmecs in tho 1st Inf Div T4OR (14

out of 17 at prusont) and tho ldno ocompanics are at threc sepa¥ate looctioms,
Many of thosc locatians arc inaccossible oxcopt by air. It roguires two full days
of airoraft timo to visit all the job sitos. The dosirable situation would be for
tho Bettalion Commndor, his staff and the linc compeny oammanders to visit the
anginoer work sitos datly., In addition, an aircreft is requirod to fly Rame Plow
ropair parts to that soctimmts field locatiom,

Booqmondations That the 1st Engingor Battalion be alocated a UH-1D
holiocoptar for a minimmm of oight (8) hours statim time and four (4) hours blado
tino m a daily besis,

(2) Ghsorvatiogs Backfill over culvorts during the reiny scasm 1s frog-
uantly impogsiblo to stablise, beoome decply rutted and impessabdlo,

Ewrluatiqnt The sail is saturatod, adoquate compastion oannot be
echisvod and the bearing capacity of the soil is easily excooded,

Recarmapdetigns Two mothods have been used to solvo this problem,
MALl mtting laid orosswise to tho roadway oan ho used to distribute the weight

anocugh for the soil to carry the load. Tho second method is to mix oament in the
scdl to inorease tho soil's boaring strongth,
(3) Oheerwmtins Vhen backfilling around double culvorts, tha-culverts
get pushed around out of alignment,
Brlptias Tho backfill oven though placed slowly is lmocking the
oulverts out-of aligmment,
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Rgoauuandatigns Drivo U shaped piokots ulong thoe sidos of-the oulv-
erts ~t an angle so that prossurec is put on the lips of tho oculvert., Wiring acroes
the culvert fran ploket to picket will hold the culvert in plecoc.

(4) OGbgarvetiant: The upgrede of Ql-13 was not begun untdl tho conditdimn
of road approached boing impassable,

Evaluatins The use of 5% minus rock to fill the pot holes end wash-
outa in tho highway proved most satisfactory. Extensive utilizatian of road grad-
ors ‘o continmmlly shape the road surfaco was the key to keeping the road passable.,

Racgmmendations In similar situatimms, espocially during tho man-
soon scason, adequate rock supplies should be of primary concern., Ditching and
greding should be accomplished with at least two (2) greders working in an echolon
formetion. The graders should limit work within a 500 moter strip and move to next
sncoessive secticn upon camplotion. ALftor upgrede has beon accamplished, daily
roed patrolling is a must to provant the road condition from detoriorating,

(5) Ohservatigns Upgrede of ths more permenent FSB!s was dolayod until
their emmditims wore dosperats,

Eyaluptdign: Engineer effort after the monsoon season has bogun is
greatly handioappod by the olements.

Roggumsndatis The more permancnt FSB!s should be upgraded (culvorts,
ditchos, and rcods) prior to the monsoon scason m a prograwed bosis, Much engi-
neer offort can he saved by emmstructing drainage structures and interior roads
prior to tho monsoon and than allocating sufficlient engineor resouroes to maintain
than.

(6) Observeticns © Compeny conducted (5) LZ miseions during tho month of
Septanber,

Evalyation: During several of these missions it wes necessery far the

LZ toan to be insertod by means of a laddor from a hovering Chinook, It was also

7006




sgug tat to officiently out 5-ship Li's it often rocuires more than cne day. The
offoctivoness of bangeloro torpedoos in brush elearing to oxposo the largor troes
to the ohain saws or demolition should be emphasized,

Rogarmandatiqns 411 enginesr platomns be trained on tho assault lad-
dor, 4 mininum of 12 chain saws required per team booause of the high deadline
rate, Troops. ghould be givan added treining on the proper use of chain saws., Two
Chinooks arc required for initial insertimn, me to carry persaansl, thc second
for the L2 kit, Sufffciest quantity and variety of demolitions should bo available
8o a resupply can be effectod after the loader of the IZ team analyzes the LZ and
tailews his damo supply request to fit the situatiom, A Chinook shonld be evailable
to fly the demo resupply 2 hours after ths request is received, Olose Qoordination
$s egsential botwaon the scourity and the LZ tean for meximm off cianwy and safety.
A chain sav mechonic is a must,

(7) GQheqrvatins Mines are generally located on the same section of roed
tine after time,

Evaluatiqn: Most mines are not being loceted with mine detactors,
Even vhen found visually detoctors froquently feil to show a reading whon checked
over the mine, Most mines are found visually.

Rocommapdatiqns Since most mines are found visually, the same persmn-
nel should be used o the same road section cach day to increese fomilisrity with
the arez and enhance the detectim of eny change, In additiom, the swocp should
remove from the road 2ll foreign matter, O0ld pieces of board, bemboo, straw, etc.
aro used both as mine marksrs and to eonceal slapstick detamators.

(8) Obgorvatiqns It is mecossary to clear vegotation fran perimeter
wire for maximm security,

Evalyation: During the rainy seasm, growth of grass end bushes bet~-
ween end in oonoertina and tanglefoot is rapid, Opan arsas botwoen belts can be
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backbladed with o doser und areas inv tonglefoot oon be out, Urowth insidu conoer-
e mst bo bumed or tho wire removed prior to sutting,

Rosomepdaticns Beckblading with a bull doser is relatively quick and of-
fsotive for a month, Cutting is good for about two manths as a rule, Runowal
of omcertina {s wastoful and time omsuming in relation to tho perrrnonce of the
grass qutting operctim, An effootive expedicnt measurc is tho applicetion of dio~
sel fuol with hand punp wator type fire oxtinguishors, sceking tho arca thoroughly
end then setting it nflame., Whatevar vegetatian romains is kiliod end in a fow
days and the operotion is reveated removing the portion initially unburned, This
is also the most affoctivo mothod of retarding now growth, A nore lasting solu-
tin is the applioatimn of a high potency, long residual vegetation killer follow-
od by & burning of tho dead gress end drush,

(9) Qtservatiqns Chain type minebooms are not durable,

Ewlrtigs The mine doam at the Phu Cuong Bridge is camposod of
paby tinbers hold together by individiml lengths of steol oedble, When cna timber
or coble 1link breeks the campleto boom is uscless, If a cable is oxtended across
the caplete river gep and o=ch timber foined to it indopandantly, the foilure of
mo timber would not couse & camplete boom failure. The individunl timber oon be
rvpaired casily,

Roggmandatiam: Continuous cables should be used to support all rdne
boona,

(30) Ohsarwaticns When mine boans bave chain link fanoo attechod to thom
the river deiris which ocllocts m it canses additimal stress vhich oftan ceuses
tho tinbors to break away fran thier cable emncotars.

Halotims The mine boom ot Phu Cumg 48 connootod with chain link
{engs cutached to the mino bomm for the purposc of stopping submorged mines from
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ficating undor the boon, These &baim link fonoes functimn weil, but they tend w
stop all trash floating down stream, If this debris is allowed to colleat an the
chain ldnk fance, the forco of the wator pushing an it eventually breaks the boam,

Baogmmandetdgn: Mine boau porsennel should alhieck mine boans with
chain link fanoe attached and cleen it as dobris collgots.

(11) Obseryntis Ski bont loading should bo kept to g minfmam,

Evaluaticns Ski boats are oonstructed with a very shallow side board
and bow seotion; The mors porsannel and ecudpment loaded into these boats, the
lower they sit in the water, making it easior for water to cono ovar the side
boerds, With a large percentage of the weight in the frant, tho bow tends to plow
into waves end teke an water instend of riding over the waves,

Racompendaticns Not more than 9 men, preferably 8, and thoir equip-
nment should be put in thesa boats at.any me time, A1l personnel and cquipment
should stay as far to tho rear as possible,

(12) Gbgorvatins Tho operation of Ski boats ere designed to corry s 2000
pownd load at high speeds. Without speed, manuverability is poor and oomtrol is
diffioult, During river patrol missioms, it is nacessary to cerry heevy loads at
rolatively slow specds. 48 a result, tho boats are difficult to handle and this
diffiouity is amplifiod in rough water. During a 180 degree turn whers a boet runs
baok on its own wake, an inexperianced operctor can easily ceuse tho lo## of a boat
diffioulty has also been ancountarod vhen meeting or being pessed by other boats,
Tho wekes froan these boats in a narrow river 1s enough to swamp a slow moving
hoavily loaded ski boet,

Becopendations A1l operators should rceeive therovgh treining in
Ski Boats and thelr operation before thay cperste in a hostile wheircunent.

(13) Qservatdim: To operate Ski boots sucessfully, preaise formations
and operational pattemns must be establishod and followed,
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Evaluation: Boets oporate in groups of four at dist noos vhoro wolco
oontrol is often impossible; therofare, dontrol of thesc boats is by rndio and
handsignals, Tho boats havo vorious pettorns for patrolling tho 1aver cnd  search-
ing the benks, There woro &lso manouver pottorns 2et-up for enaqy contect and
angrgoney situntions, Infantrymen are assigned fiolds of fire and obgorvation, and
aruv instruetod on actions to perform in hazardous situatione. It i3 tho boat op-
orators rosponsibility to brief all personnei on their duties and cotions in omer-
ganoy situations,

caungndation: 411 boats should have writton SOP's dealihg with
their operatims snd maneuvors postoed in them, A1l persannel should be briefed
on this information prior to the start of a missio,

(14) Obgseryatiop: During this roporting period, the Tunnel Rets have been
coliod out on a mmber of false alarms or bogus missions when, in actuality, thero
wts no need for them.

Bval s These "fulse alarns" are most likely the rusult of com-
nunders anticipating a need for the Tunnel Rets prior to locoting o tunnel.
Soveral futile missions have resulted fiam the ground conmenders inability to dis-
tinguish suthentie tummel entrances from naturzI terrsin features, foults, or mis-
collansous holes in the ground,

Recqumendatiqn: It is rocommended that in the future supported units
meko positive indentification end location of tunnels prior to requesting the
Tunnel Rats,

d, Intelligence:
(1) Obsarwation: Iack of aircreft support has prohibited the S-2 from
mldng a VR of the Diviaion's MSR's daily in the early morning hours.

Evelyatiqns It is necessary that timely informetim be gethered dei-
ly on the condition of MSR's as thay are vitel to the Division's operctions,
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Froquently reports of interdiotion or washouts, uswally through mne of tho mine
sweop parties, are not received until late in the morning resulting in a loss of
time that could be used in the preparetion of equipuont and materials to repair
the interdioction, Convoys have backed up at interdictim points bocsuse convuy
camanders did not knmow thet they existed,

Roggmopdatiqs It is recommended that an aircreft bo made aveilable
for 34 hours for a daily first light reconnaissance of ell the MSR's withirn the
Division AO,

e, Logistioss
(1) Qbseryatians Repair parts for the P-153 mine detector, notably tho
short handles and the receivor-transmitters wiring harness, epe in short supply.
There are gemorally 10 to 20 detectors dszdlinod cnd waiting thoso purts at any
zivan tims,

Eyaluntion: These itoms be made available in order to keep enough
dotectors in operction to anable the Battalion do fullfill ite mine sweep commit-
monta,

Booogpandatign: A1l measures be taken to include "Red Ball" end MER
requests to obtain these perts,

PR THE COMMANDER:

e

.~ JGN W. NELSQN, III
Pz CPT, MPC
Adjutant,
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CONFIDENTIAL

DESERTIEN OF 770 ANT
HEADNUARTERS; 1213T SiIraL pafiilInN
APO 3an Francisco 96345

AVDB-51-C0 5 Yyvember 1969

SURJECT: Operational Report of the 121st Signal Battalion for Pe‘iod
Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

-ommanding Geperal.
‘%, Infantry Division
2 TH:  AVDB-T (MHD)
{00 SF 9631'}5

(C) SECTION 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a, The 121st Signal Battalicn conlinued Lo support the tst Infantry
Division in Operation Toan Thang, Fhase III, 17 February 969 to
fresent,

b. The Forward Area Signal Center Platoons contimed to support
brigade forward and base camo command posts.

c. Component Unit Dispcsitions and Cormanding Officers:

121st Signal Battalion LTC John C. Lain 13t Khe
H4D ) CPT Winfield T, Perry Lzi ¥ne
Compary A CPT Rocox = W, Mace iaj ¥he
Company B CPT Stepineamh. .Oiiva fha ici
ist Platoon SFC James M. Cotk Dau Tiens
2d Flatoon 11T Jchn Ball Pi An
3d Platoon 1LT Lloyd D, Mahlim Tai %he
Company C CPT Donald L. Thihodeau L1 An

di The followirg multi-channei communication systems were established
or discontimued during tha reporting period:

1) 12 Aug -~ System 63483V astablished betweea 3rd Brigade Headouariers
in lai Khe and the forward command vost at Chen Thanh.

2) 19 Aug - System 63A73V discontimued between lIai Khe and Ren Cat.

2) 19 hug - System 61A73V estabiisfied betw=en 1st Prigade Hezdruarters
in Dau Tieng and the forward ccmmand post at Ben Cat.

%) 25 Aug’ < System 63AE3V discontimeéd.

5) 13 Sep - System 624727 estabiished between 2d Brigade Headouarters
at Di an ax}d the forward command nost 2% Fhu Hoa Dong.

Incl 11 CONFIDENTIAL
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6, 23 Sep ~ System 62472V Ajseontinved to Phu Hoa ong and re-
established Jrom Di v to Jize Svppore Lse dormuudy TN

X3

7} 23 Sep - System 6LA73V dis. ~ninus

s
MR G h i

8) 23 Sop - System 63473V establiched between 3rd Brigade Head-

= quarters ot Lai Khe and the forward command post at Ben Cet.

E

3 9) 13 Oct - System 61471V asteblished from 1st Brigade Hesdquarters

E av Dav Tieng to the forward command pesd at Fire Support Base Tennessee.

2. AC) AEITION 2, Losscng Learned: Commender's Obsoxvretions,

E‘ .1Mm§,-&ugmmm_g&t,ms_

3 a- Persopnel:

3 17 Ubservatiors: The manning »f MARS station: with qualified

4 -vovators from the Signal Battalion draws from limited resources of soldierz

- e iued in eritical commmizetions MOS!s.

3 2) ZEvalustion: Usuallv. inGividuals within the Signel Battalica who
pos.oimes the necessary skills, ecuchLo;, and motivation to learn MARS

: c;erat .o have already been trained Lor oritice” communications jobs,

- Since their MOS <iraining cen not be effechively dupiinated by unit on the
i2b tr.iring, thcis as:1gnmen+ as MARS operators loaves wnfillable vacancies
in their wnit, Cn the cther hand, there wre occasionally irdividucls
posscssing non-critical MOS' s within the Zivision who are <xvericaced amatsys
radin operators and are cnxious to become MARS operators, Some will even
oxtonG thelr overseas wovrs in order to obtain the job,

3 3) Recommendations: Yo locale qualified operators for MARS stotus,
5 cdvertise throughout the Division te locate intereswed individuals whe heve
experience os amateur radic opevators,

s
Ry
b QP 133 KUIAR SO

1} Observations: Lorg tronemissicns on whe redio sct KRT-52/ wner
using coumunicetions security equipmert T/SEC KY.8 often result in 2 lose
of the latter portion of the messbhge - rushing aoase «nly 5? heayd oy thne

roceiving station.

2) Tedduations COn long trensnissious, the scumitr envipment av the
tronsmitting and recsiving statlon do act remain in synch'v:'ratlon,
Therefore, the latter portlcn of the tvansmissioh 18 not reccivoed.

3) Reocomimendetion: When meking lorg transmissions using the RT-52/
with a K¥.3, kecy the transmitter approximciely every miaute to re-syncnronize
the security equipment.

et

e
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c. Ixainipg: Woue

do Intealdigenge: Joro

e. Logigiise: Nomo

f. Organization: None

g. Other: None Ve g / : i
iy i/ / g
v ,'/ //’

‘/{&/:A/\ [ /

L0 G, TAIN

L7C, oC
Commanding
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
1st Military Police Campany
18t Infantry Division
APO 96345

AVDB-MP-D 1 November 1969

SUBJECT: Operational] «d;ort of the tst Military Folice Loypany for the
Period knding 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR (R1)

Somnanding General
1st Infantry Division
ATIN: AVDB-T (MHD)
APO SF 96345

1. (C) Section 1, Operationg: Significant hctivities:

a. General: During the period 1 August through 31-October 1969, the
ist Military Police Company cantinued in its mission of providing general
military police support for ihe 18t Infantry Division and all tenant units.
The 1st Military Police Company operates from basecamps located in Di An,
Lai Khe, and Dau Tieng. During the reporting period, increased emphasis
was placed on resources control operations and on upgrading PW Collecting
Points. Re3sources control operations were considerably strengthened by
the assignm:nt of ten XM 706, Armored Cars, more commonly known as V-100,
Armored Cars, and the allocution of air support which provided the re-
source control team ¢ertain ~ir-mobile capabilities, The addition of the
Armoreq Cars has provided improved security for military police person-
nel and increased the Company's capability in the performance of convoy
escort and security missions.

b. Administration: As of 31 October 1969, the administrative struc-
ture of the 1st Military Police Company 18 as follows: LTC Charles P,
Gallagher, Provost Marshal; MAJ John R, Jolley, Assistant Provost Marshal;
CPT James N. Lieteau, Aeting Company Commander; 1LT Frederick A. Gertz,
Becort Guard "Offkcer; and 1SG Sterling r. Carroll, First Sergeant,

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-MP-D 1 November 1969
SUky=CT: Operational Report of the 1st Military Pclice Company for the
Period tndang 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR (i1)

The Platoon leaders are:

1st Platom 1LT Daniel L, Jackson
2nd Platoon CPT Edward B, tlmore
3rd Platocn CPT Janes F, Keefe Jr.
4th Platoon SFC Richard F, Lewis
Security Platoon 1LT Frederick A, Gertz

c. Operations: The 1st Military Folice Company 18 deployed in di-
rect support of Division .‘2adquarters, eech Brigade, and Division dupport
Command, The 1st Militarr Tolice Platoon, located in Dau Tieng, supports
both base camp and tactical operations within the 13t Bragade's area of
operation, The 2nd and 4th MP Platoons operaté within the confines of
Di An basecamp and in support of the 2nd Brigade in its area of operatiom.
The 3rd Military Police Platoon provides military police support for the
3rd Brisade and Lai Khe basecamp., The 5th Military Police Platoon, the
Security Platoon, provides security for Division Headquarters and the
Tactical Operations Center located in Lai Khe basecamp, In the area of
resource control operations, the ist, 3rd, and 4th Military rolice Flat-
oons checked over 250,000 individuals and in excess of 60,00 vehicles
moving within the 1st Infantry Division TAOR, These operations resulted
in the detention of 30 indivaduals, the confiscation of contraband on at
least 50 occassions, and the return of a Vietnanese National who rallied
to support the GVN. In one instunce, a resource control team confiscated
a 40 pound bag of marihuana that wzs undoubtedly destined for sale to U.S.
Forces personnel, With the rice harvest scheduled between November and
early January, it is anticipated that military police pecisonnel will par-
ticipate in a program to deny diversion of the crop to the enemy.

d. Personnel: On 1 August 1969, the 1st Military Police Company had
7 commissioned officers, 2 warrant officers and 202 enlisted persannel.
On 31 October 1969 the compeny had 7 commissioned officers, 2 warrant
officers, and 222 enlisted personnel, iowever, there has been a slight
turnover of personnel, with 67 gains and 43 losses, resulting in a net
gain of 24 personnel, Officer personnel losses: LTC Christopher R,
Haydon, 1LT Jeremiah k. Dorsey, 1LT Timothy D, O'Toole, 1LT Joseph G.
Monroe, and 1LT Mark 4, Gray. Officer personnel gains: LTIC Chcrles P,
Gallagher, CPT James N, Lieteau, CPT Janes F. Keefe, and 1LT Frederick
A, Gertz, There were O KIA and 1 WIA durang the repcrtang peraod. The
Company was supparted by 7 aRVN Military Policeren and 6 National Pol=-
icemen. There were 4O out of Country R&R's and 4 in country A&R's granted
during the reporting period.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-MP-D 1 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational steport of the 1st Military Police Coupany for the
Period &nding 31 October 1969, RC3 CSF®R (R1)

e, Awards and Uecorations: During the reporting period 10 Bronze
Star Medals, three for Valor, 56 army Co.zendction Medsls, 3 Air Medals,
and 1 Purple Heart were awarded to members of this unit.

f. Logastics: The issue of 10 XM 706, Araored Cars to the 1st Mil-
itary Police Company has directly affected both operatianal and logasti-
cal requirerents. While the Armored Cer has upgraded the Company's cap-
ability for providing security ror tactical moverents and personl defense,
it also has inposed new burdens in terms of logisticel support. The ve-
hicle is still characterized as an experirental model and resultantly was
phased into the system without an adequate PLL; in certain instances,
without the applic:ble Technical Manuals; and in two cases, missing start-
ers, which are critical iters and not readily aveilable in Vietnazm. Con-
tinuation of a temporary loan on mission essential itens has essisted the
logisticul operztion. Equipment such as M151A1C's, gun-jeeps, were aug-
rented into the TO&E, Also, night sighting deviees were allocated to
the Ccupany on a loan btasis, Utilization of all equipsent has remained
heavy, Self-help engineer projects have increased. During this peraod,
five new bunkers have been constructed; four inadecuate bunkers have
been removed; a wvehicle washing facility has been constructed; and log-
istacal administrative procedures have been revised to improve property
accountability and serviceability factors for all equipment.

2, (C) Section 2, lessons learned: GCommander's Observation, Evaluation,
and Recommendations:

a, Personnel:

Observation: Promotions among the lower enlisted personnel has
improved con31derab1y, but are still limited,

Evaluation: The required overstrength of personnel in grades E-3
and E~4 precludes continual position racancies ("curulative vacancies")
required for promotion allocatioms,

Recomrepdation: That personnel required as overstrength to per-
form unit mission not be cosidered when determining cumulative vacancies.

b. Operations: None
c¢. Training:

Observation: Upon imseuance of the XM 706, armored Car, training

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVDB-MP-D 1 November 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 1st Militcry Police Campany for the
Period Ending 31 October 1969, RCS CSFOR (k1)

requiremsnt® have increased consideribly,

Evalugtion: when the armored Cars were initially issued to the
1st Military Police Company, persvnnel, then in the Company, and also
personnel subsequently joining the Company, were not adequately trained
in the operation, and maintenance of the vehicle, Furtnermore, the main
armament, twin mounted M-73 machineguns, were novel weapons to military
policemen. Lack of immawledre concerning the functional capabilities of
both the weapons system and the vehicle, itself, has resulted in clutch
burnout, transmission damage, uninitiated discharge of the weapons due
to solenoid arc, solenoid burnout due to oil on the electracal connect-
ars, control bax malfunction due to a faulty electrical harness built
into the vehicle itself, and finally, culmination of the problem in an
inability to resolve these problems by maintenance personnel due to lack
of repair parts, knowledge, and applicable Yechnical Manuals,

Recommendation: That an adequate training program be established
on Aruy level for both operation and maintenance instruction for all users
of this vehicle and any other’ type equipment simalarly placed into the
logistic bank,

d. Intelligence: None
e, Logistics:

Observation: The XM-706, Armored Car, was issued with a very
limited PIL;ASL.

Evaluation: At present, repair parts for the V-100, Armored Car,
are limited to a minimal PLL and parts that are related to other vehicles
presently used in Vietnam. The usefulness of the vehicle is highly de-
preciated in view of the inadequacy of the repair parts system.

Recommendation: Certain prerequisites should be established to
include an adequate repair parts system prior to acceptance or any equip-
ment innovation. Among other recuirements, there should alss be both
trained user personnel and trained repair sjpecialists available before
acceptance of new type equipment.

£f. Organization:
Observation: The 178 enlisted personnel authorized by MTOb 19-27G

is not sufficient to provide effective police service wher the Divasion
operates from more than one base camp.

CONFIDENTIAL
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ONFIDENTIAL

foabads

AVDB-MP-D ! November 1969
SUBJECT: Operation feyort of the 1st Military Police Company for the
Period snding 31 Jctober 1969, RCS CSFOR (R1)

Evaluation: The company is currently 48 wmen overstrength, a level
that has been maintained or exceeded since its arraval in RWN in order
to meet operational commitments,

Recarmendation: Future TOZ actaons shuld anclude an optional
provasion for one a.ditioncl Military Police Platoon when the Divasion
Mili‘ary Police Company is required to operate in widely dis,ersed base-
camps for extended periods of tine., additionally, .rovision should be
included for a proportionate increase in personnel necessary for logas-
) tical and administrative support.

E — 22
k. 3 W W;Md )
e 3 AMES N. LInTeaU
E PT, MFC

Acting Commander
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ist Inf Div Cir 527-.7
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
lleadquarters, 1st Infantry Division
APO 96345

CINCULAR 28 October 1969
MMBER 525.7

(Expires 1 October 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Utilization of Light Horse

a. PURPOSE: This circular prescribes procedures to insure proper utilization

of Light Horse,
2. ORGANIZATION: a, Light Horse will be organized as follows:
(1) One C&C ship/Blood Hound (serves dual capacity).
(2) 7Two unter-killer teams.
(3) Three lift ships.
b. There will be no organic infantry elements in Light Horse.

3. GENERAL: a, Light Horse will be employed under the OPCON of a brigade
for a specified mmber of hours.

b, Commanders of brigades will forward proposals for the use of Light Horse
daily to reach this hesdquarters, ATIN: AVDB-TO, NLT 1400 on the day prior to
use. These proposals will be briefed to the Commanding General who will allo-
cate Light Horse for the following dsy.

€. Light Horse will be employed much as Dark Horse is employed. It is
capable of performing a variety of missions and exploiting any situation which
may develop., It is best suited to conduct reconmaissance of a specific area and
to identify targets.

d. Light Horse will not be used to cover the movement of ground forces into
W 3ves, o sccomplish logistical tasks, ¢~ for administrative rissions.

e, Llight Horse will not be used to conduct Eagle Flights. Non-divisional
helicopters will be used for this purpose.

f. Commsnders of brigades having OPCON of Light Horse will establish a
rifle company as a ready reaction force (RRF). One platoon will be on 15
minute alert; the remainder of the company will be on 30 minute alert.

Incl 13 120




i1st Inf Oiv Cili 525-7

4, COMMITMENT OF THE RRF:

When Light Horse hunter-killer teams or Blood Hound

locate & target for ground engagement, the brigade commander or his designated

representative may decide

to insert the RRF platoon. Command and control will

be axercised by a tactical commander designated by the brigade commander.

(AVDB-TD)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL:

A.G. HIME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff
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1st Inf Div Cir 5:5-8

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, lst Infantry Division
APO 96345

CIRCULAR 28 October 1969
NUMBER $25-8

(Expires i Octcber 1970)
MILITARY OPERATIONS

Utilfzation of Night Hawk Aircraft

1. PURPOSE: This circular prescribes procedures to insure the proper utiliza-
tion of Night Hawk aircraft.

2. ORGANIZATION: a. The Nizht Hewk force consists of the following assets:

(1) Three UH-1H aircraft; esch equipped with two mini-guns, two search-
lights, and two starlight scopes,

(2) One UH-1H control/chase aircraft.
(3) Two AH-1G/UH-1C chase aircraft.

b. Control of all Night Hawk assets will be the responsibility of the
Night Hawk force commander (Vuiture 6) who will be presemt in the control
aircraft.

3. GENERAL: a, Night Hwrk tesms are designed and missioned to search out
and destroy enemy forces in the Divisiom TAOR during the hours of darkness.
Normally each Night Hawk team (one Night Hawk ship and one chase ship) will
be employed in a battalion AO for a specified nusber of hours. Night Hawk
missions will be forwarded by the DTOC to the 1st Aviation Battalion opera-
tions center,

b, Commanders of brigades will forward proposals, including time and jus-
tification for use uf Night Hawk, to reach this headquarters, ATIN: AVDB-TO,
NLT 1200 the day of use. Recommended missions will be briefed to the Command-
ing General for spproval. Requests for diversion of preplanned Night Hawk mis-
sions willl be submitted to the ACofS, G3. Night Hawk will not be used for any
mission not approved by the Commanding General.

¢. Information provided by surveillance devices, such as radars and sensors
will be used to target Night Hawk in areas of known night movement.

d. In the event weather conditions exist that preclude the use of the TVS

4 (starlight scope), or that significantly increass the hazard of iow altitude
night flying, the Night Hawk team leader will so inform the control ship. The
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Night Hawk force commander will verify the weather conditions and notify DTOC
for possible employment in another area.

4, RESPONSIBILITIES: a, The ACofS, G3 will:

(1) Consclidate mission requests from the brigades.
(2) Presont recommendations to the Commanding General for approval.

(3) Notify the brigades of approved missions in the brigade's area of
operations.

b. Commanders of brigadas will:
(1) Notify the using unit of spproved missions,

(2) Insare that coordination has becn effected to allow the Night Hawk
team to be employed immediately after receiving their in-flight or ground

briefing.
(3) Insure recovery of aircraft downed in thelr area of responsibility.

+. The battalion commander, with whom the Night awk team is working, will
keep the DTOC informed of Night Hawk activities through the brigade commander.

d. The Commanding Officer, 1st Aviation Battalion will insure debriefing of
each Night Hawk team leader as soon as the night's missions are complete and
will forward information gained to the ACofS, G2.

e, Each Night Hawk team leader is responsible to report, by radio, to the
ACofS, G3 en route to each mi.sion and on completion of each mission. Addition-

ally, he will report all intelligence information to the battalion operations
conter which controls the A0 in which his team is operating.

(AVDB-TO)
FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: A.G. HUME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff

C.T. SELBY

LIC, AGC

Adjutant Geng

DISTRIBUTION:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headcuartere, tst Infantry Division
APO

9635
CIBCULAR
M/MBER 525-9 29 October 1969
(Expires 1 October 1970)
COMBAT OPERATIONS
Flame Fougasse

1, PURPOSE: This circular provides detailed instructions for the
preparation and use of the flams fougasss.

2. APPLICABILITY: This circular applies to unita having perimeter defense
resyonsitilities,

3. GENERAL: The fougasse is a flamo fi¢ld expedient used to cover relatively
large arcas with flame. It is used to preduce casualties ameng enemy
personnel and/or to provide tespersry illuminstion of the battie ares, The
fougasse is semidirectional and will project flaxe generally aleng the leng
axis of the drum in the direction that the exposed end faces.

L., GCONCEPY OF EMPLOYMINP- a, Fougasses xay be empleyed et the commander's
discretion te cover likely avenues of aroreach, such as gullies, ravines,

and river beds which are masked from the r'ires of erganic weapens. Fougasses
smust be integrated into the detailed defeni e plan, Fougasses, empleyed

for the abeve purpese, sheuld be placed as indicated in Appendix A,

b. Fougesses may be expleyed as part of the cemmander’s final pretective
fires against massed attacking ferces, To obtain the best perimeter ceverage,
they should be placed wWith the drums aligned at a 45° angle te t}s perimeter,
frem 2 te 3 meters forvard of the imer line of concertina wire (see Appendix B).
Feugasses, censtructed of 55 zallen drurms, should be placsd appreximstely
40-50 meters apart across the area of cencern, If all the drums are
detensted simultaneously, this will create & solid wall eof flame,

5, CONSTRUCTION: a, Prepare a hele fer a 55 gallsan drum inclined 2°
Zrem the herizontal eriented in the desired direction of fire, The top
of the drum should pretrude above the greund as shewn in Appendix C.

b, Place three blecks of 7NT or three blecks of C-4 at the bettom
senter of the hole, The electrical biasting cap will be sested in the
explesive with the wires leading to the rear of the positien, A K3,

WP grensde will be placed on top of the TNT or C<, and secured with
three wraps of detonating cord. A i5 peund shaped charge or two claymores
may be used with equal effectivenesa, De not wrap the claymores or
shaped charges with detenating cord, Cap the detonsting cerd separitely
if claymores er shaped charges are used,
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c. Fill the 55 gallen Jum with 40 gallens of six per cent thickened
fuel mixture, The thickered fuel is prepsred by adding seven and ene-half
peunds of N, or 15 peunts of Ni thickener te LO gallons of MOGAS. After
the drum is filled, t¥e bungs should be replaced to keep out moisture and
dedbris,

d, After th» drum and propelling charge have becn set, the drum should
bs tamped witih three feet of earth or at lesast three layers of sandbags.
Tamping is essential to provide dirocctional comtrol of the explosive
and to reduce dangerous back blast.

¢, The claymore firing device is an ideal electrical sourcé for firing
the fougasse with less than 100 feet of lead wire, A stronger electrical
sourcs is required if the lead wire is longer than 100 feet or if there is
more than one blasting cap.

6. MAINTENANCE: After placement, the fougasse should remain stable for
60-90 days, After this period, the fougasse should be detonatad as
intended and replaced,

7. SAFETY: a, All fougasses are commend detonated using electrical

firing devices, Firing leads should remsin shunted to prevent static

electricity, lightning or high frequency radio waves from premsturely

detonating the fougasse, Electrical scurces should never be connected
when working around the fougasse,

b, Adequate safety considerations mmst be given to the hazards imposed
by the explosive charge used to detonate the fougasse, When fougasses are
in close proximity to friendly personnel, additional tamping is recommended.
As a rule, fougasses should not be positioned closer than 50 feet from the
fighting positions.

8. HEFERENCES: a, FM 5-13, The Engineer Soldier's Hamdbooi:.
b, FM 7-11, Rifle Company, Infantry, Airborne and Mechaniged,
¢, FHN 20-33, Combat Flams Operatiocns.

(AVDB-CH)
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A. G, HUME
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff
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Likely Eneny
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Appendix A to Incl 13
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Likaly Enemy Approaches

Fougasse as Fimal Protective uru'
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WP Grensde Position
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